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The G reatest Conversion*
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Today i s  the  Feast of the Conversion of St * Paul fa v o r i te  theme of a r t is ts *  momen* 
tons fao t in  the h is to ry  of the Church*

Paul was horn sh o rtly  a f te r  Ohri sib, in  5 A# D*, a t  Tarsus in  C il ic ia ,  a famous liter*#
ary center of ths tino*  ze wns a Jew by b ir th  but posaossod c itizensh ip*  This
fa c t  gives th e  rim rlc rt : ti  on of h is  double name, Gaul (Gi aek* Caulos) and Paul
( L atin , Paulu s ) , h i  ̂  ly  ante H i  gent, he was w ell school ed in  bo th J^T-i sh and Greek 
thought *

F ir s t  mentionod in  8c r i r t i r  ? as a young witness to  th e  stoning of S t , Stephen, he ap~ 
pears afterw aris  as a v io len t per secu -or of the ChiToh*

" Breathing out th roa ten in rs and s Isughter againct th e  d isc ip  1 es of the Lord, " Paul, 
y e t a young man rf 31* war ore dey on h is  imy to  pcrsecuto  C hristions in  Damascus»
Out8ide thab oi"^ soretldr,, hacperod,

" Sudd only a lig h t from Heaven shined round about hi m»

"And fa l l in g  on th e  ground, he heard a voice saying to  him* Sau 1, Saul, why perseou test
thou trie?

"Who said ; !%o a r t  thou, Lord? And he; I  am Jesus whom thou p arseou tast* I t  i s  hard 
fo r thee to  kick a ra in s t  the goad *

«And he t r o l l i n g  an d astcn ish  ed, sa id : Lord* what w il t  th  on have me to  do 7" (Acts IX) *

A fter h is b ap tise  by Ananlas in  Damascus, Paul spout th re e  years in  th e  mountains near
Damascus — vears of immediate revela tions to Paul by C h ris t

Then f  o l lows th e  most active * eventfu l mi ssiona ẑ r l i f e  of any Apost le  of the Church 
Paul himself describes i t :

it Jews f iv e  tim es did I  receive fo r ty  s t r ip e s ,  save one*

"Thrice was I bnaben vdth rods, Once I  was stoned, th r ic e  I  su ffered  shipwreck, a n i^ i t
and a lay I m s  in  th e  dotch of the  so a*

"In  journeying o ften , in  p e r i ls  of w aters, in  p e r i ls  of robbers* in  p e r ils  from my ovm 
n atio n , in  n * ri\s  from th ' Gent H e r , in  p e r i ls  in  the. c i ty ,  iu  p e r i l s  in  th e  wilder## 
^oss, in  p e r i ls  in  "he ser, in  p e r ils  from fa ls e  bretbran*,

"In labour and p&infuln##a$ i# much watch!ngs, in hunger and 11 irrt, in ^actings often, 
in cold and *" (1.1 ^r* XI, 24*27),

On the  18th of July* 64 i.D*, Nero caused the  groat 93r * of Ro:' throwt?g th e  recto r*  
a ib i l i ty  on tl..e Ohr le t  lore * Paul was In Rome a t 1 i. ;,%i; n  J y  % fy t 1%, ohatr.8 
ea s t in to  p r i s e *  Trndltlon has i t  th a t he war w o  4 u - ,r : f  ,h o^ Juno, 8? A*D*,
outside th e  City of Romo* B t i l l  praeorvod a t 4 ho spot of 11. ^ | Tdom ar'e th e  p i 11a" 
to  which 8t* Paul was bound an i  the block of marble upon vdiicn n« tr.ia beheaded* The
name of the Church a t  th e  sacro 1 place i s  8 t , Paul a t  th e  T hrc; /  .mntains, so named 
because throe fo^n bains are said  to h w & sprung fo r th  a t  th rc  ' rpu ts where the  severed 
head of the flr.jnt  s tru ck  tho earth* ,
1 4 ,^ ,&3; Deceas '1 ~ Je rry  M*sorvoy* c fa th e r , T il * M ill cMktman and Jim Gomes (both 
in  t  he h o sp ita l with pneurania); Bi 11 Murray (roc ovwry from op; *cn leotomy) * A thanks*# 
giving* th rse  sp ec ia l in te n tio n s*


