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The Greatest Conwersion.

Today is the Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul -= favorite theme of artists, momene

tous fact in the history of +the Chureh,

IR

Paul was horn shortly alfher Christ, in 3 A. D., at Tarsus in Cilicisa, a famous liter-
ary center of the time., Z= vias a Jew by birth but pnﬁzﬁ“sod gmon citvzenships This
fact gives the simplect eplan:tion off his double rame, Saul (el uﬁzlos) and Paul
(Latin, Paulus), Highly telligent, he was well schoolud in both Jewish and Greek
thought,

Piret mentioned in Scerivhtvs: as a young wibtness to the stoaing of St, T-iphen, he ap-

pears afterwardiz as a violsnt persecusor of the Church,

"Breathing out threatenines =nd sleaughter againcet the dis@*plae QP the Lord," Paul, °
ved a young man of 31, wir one ‘uv orn his way bo persecate Christians in Damascuss
Oubside that ciiy soreihir. hacpennd,

"Suddenly a liztt from Hepven shined round zbout him,

-

"md falling oxn the ground, he heard a volce saying te him: Saul, Saul, why perseeutest
thou me?

ot

thou, lord?  And he: I am Jesus whom thou persecutest, It is hard
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"iho said: Who art
for thee to kick a
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"And he trembhling and astmished, said: Lord, what wilt thou hove me to do?" (Acts IX).

After his ‘b&p*t;is?f; by Anemias in Darascus, Paul spent three years in the spuntains near
Damascus e vears of immeciste I‘GV\:%lfwlOIlS to Peul by Christ,

Then follows the most active, asventful missionsry life of any Apostle of the Church,
Peunl himself deseribes ib:

i

"Of the Jews five times 4id T receive forby stripoes, save one,

"hrico was I Buabten =ith rods, onece I was stomed, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a nigh*
and a dey I was in th2 depth of the sna,

"In journsying ofton, in fﬂr‘ls of waters, in perils of robbevs, in perils from my ovm
nation, in perits from the Gontiler, ~n~P’rllﬂ in *he eity, ia porile in the wilderw
nosa, in porils in “he ser, in p“r113 from false hrelthsoun,

"In labour and peinfulnece, in much watehings, in hungsr and 4 iret, in fastings ofben
in cold and nnkedmuss" (11 frr. X1, ?4.27).

On the 18tk of July, 64 A.J., Fero caused the preat Miva of Ros, Riirowirg the rernon-
sibility on hlie Sk Wuiiﬁuk, Penrl was in Rome st 4o Ll ey a v o pb in echaire snd

pnst into prisor,  Tradition bas it trabt he wae u“z@»%wﬁ A0 S0k o Jame, 87 A.D,.
cuteide the COitr of Rome. HStill prseerved ot +he spov of vlo o wrdon are *lﬁ piilas

t.o whieh bt., Panl wag bowtl and the bloeck of m&rvlw upon whan “woowas bobanded,  The
name of the Chureh at thoe sacrel place i 3t. Prul st the Thro . »ountaing, so named
haecase thres fownaﬁmn are sald to hawe sprung Forth at thres cpots where the severced
hrﬂd cf the Brirt struck *he earth, s

TLETLRES: Nacous: 1 w Joryy ¥egorvoyts fatber, T1) « Phil iif%ﬁmmanﬂ Jin Gomer (both
in the hospibtel with pneumenin)j Bill Murray (reoovory from spienlectomy)s A thanks-
givings threa speclal intentions.




