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The Sacrament of Penance—I I I .
(Motives fo r ' Confidence"}

P r i soner and P e n i te n t , You have seen a p r iso n e r ,  shack led  t o  a deputy s h e r i f f ,  led  
from "county j a i l  to  c o u r t  house. You experienced a s ink ing  f e e l in g  a t  the  shame to  
common humanity. For th e  moment you sympathized, because you knew t h a t ,  i f  g u i l ty ,  
the  fe l lo w  was in  f o r  more shackles and p r iso n  l i f e  in  e a r n e s t .  Change of h e a r t ,
promise of doing b e t t e r ,  w ouldntt mean much t o  th e  ju d g e ,

Ever stop to  th in k  th a t  when a fe llo w  goes to  the  T rib u n a l of Penance, he .goes, not
shackled, but as a f r e e  man? His d is p o s i t io n s  a re  ev e ry th in g —change of h e a r t ,
promise of doing b e t t e r ,  always b r in g  excu lpa tion  from the  crim e.

Hard But Compensating, Hot always easy tp  go to  c o n fe ss io n , Seorotiveness is  
p r e t ty  n a tu ra l .  But a  C atho lic  i s  o rd in a r i ly  l o g i c a l .  He knows the o b lig a tio n  of 
confessing  h is  s in s .  He knows t h a t ,  i f  th e  fo rg iveness  of s in  i s  o rd in a r i ly  pos­
s ib le  w ithout r e s o r t in g  t o  the 'Sacram ent of Penance, the  d is c re t io n a ry  power of r e ­
ta in in g  s in s ,  which C h r is t  gave t o  His A postles v i t h  the  power of fo rg iv in g , has no 
purpose. And fo r  C h r is t  t o  give a  power w ithou t a purpose does not make good sen se .

Otiedjence, then , to  the  e s ta b l is h e d  law of C h ris t  sends the  C atho lic  s in n e r  to  con­
fe s s io n ,  I t  may be hard  sometimes, b u t the confessor is  a  fo llo w  ran , and the  a f t e r -  
fe e lin g  i s  worth the  c o s t .  The confessor knows w e ll  why you com©.

The Confessor, Your F r ien d , A man has many acq u a in tan ces« H is f r ie n d s  a re  few.
Thor’o i s  a p a r t ic u la r ism  about any human being because ho is  sm all a t  b e s t .

At th e  v e ry  h e a r t  of your c i r e l o  of f r ie n d s ,  t h e r e ’s your c o n f id e n t ia l  f r ie n d .  That 
kind o f f r ien d  i s  your a l t e r  ego, fo r  f r ie n d sh ip  and confidence cannot be sep a ra ted .

How God deals  w ith men through men, and nover moro in t im a te ly  th a n  in  th e  Sacrament
of Penance. He does not d oa l through a n g e ls .  They could  not understand* S t, Paul 

a g re a t  passage to  th e  p o in t in  Hebrewss "For ovory high p r i e s t ,  tak en  from among 
i s  ordained fo r  men in  tho  th ings  th a t  ap p erta in  to  C-od.. . .who can have com­

passion  on them th a t  a re  ignoran t and th a t  e r r :  because he h im se lf  i s  compassed w ith  
in f i rm i ty ,"

Your confessor, by d iv in e  i n s t i t u t i o n  a judge, is  your p h y s ic ian  and f r i e n d .  He could 
not be o therw ise . He i s  working fo r  tho g e n t le s t  Man Who ever l iv e d , o f  Whom i t  was 
fo re to ld  th a t  a b ru ised  rood He would not b reak . The o ld  ro a r in g - l io n  type i s  a 
lamb in  th e  co n fe ss io n a l. He c a n 't  be o therw ise .

A Safety  Valve and C ounse llo r, Kuunstorburg, the p sy c h o lo g is t ,  thought i t  not un­
u su a l th a t  t h  ro  a re  few su ic id es  among C a th o lic s . They hr.vo a  sa fe ty  v a lv e , They 
ge t r id  of th e i r  w o rr ie s . P residen t Glenn Prank wants something l ik e  tho  Roman 
C atholic oonfosional in  educa tion . Why something like  i t ,  when there  i s  tho  r e a l  
th ing?

An o ld  proverb says, Ho ono is  a judge in  h i s  own caste. Physio if me do not cure 
thomsolv.es; they c a l l  in  o ther p h y s ic ian s , A confessor s e t t l e s  your doubts, r e ­
l ie v e s  your fo u rs ,  in s t r u c t s  where th e re  is  ignorance, helps p lan  a d e f in i t e  cam­
paign of re s is ta n c e  to  tem p ta tion , works out a program of d a i ly  l iv in g ,  b u ild s  th e  
ch a rac te r  p o s i t iv e ly ,  suggests p ra c t ic e s  which bring  th o  soul in to  e loeor union w ith  
C h r is t ,  Your confessor has the advantage of being on th e  in s id e  looking o u t,

Havo a  reg u la r  c oafosnor fo r  c o n tin u i ty  of d i r e c t io n .  There a re  s ix ty  p r ie s t s  a t  
Metro Dam--., n*>n ta k e n  from among men f o r  non, who r e tu r n  f r ie n d s h ip  in  tho  most snored  
of c o n f id e n t ia l  r e la t io n s h ip s ,  * o  a rc  s a fe ty  valves and c o u n se llo rs  provided fo r  you


