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Feast of St. Thomas Aquinas Tomorrow,

Why was St. Thomas chosen as Patron of Catholic Learning?

With so many scholars to choose from, one might think it difficult to choose a patron
for Catholic lcarning. The carly Fathsrs and Doctors of the Church wore marvels of
erudition and scholarship., It is stupid to single out St. Augustine from the early
Fathers and consider that learning begen and ended with him,  Ilis contemporaries
alone, in the fourth and fifth centuries, make a litany of mighty nomes; other centu-
ries, too, contributed their quota - which varied in number and intellectual accome
plishment according to the work the Church had to do; for Christianization o-me first,
thon ecivilization, then culture - always in that order.

St. Thomas gathered all the wisdom of the ancients, embelllshed it, and handed it dowm
to us, There are many subjects on which he has not giverus the last word, but he has
clucidated the principles from which we may work, And he is o beautiful example of
the humility that must preside over scholarship if it 1s to aveid the pitfall of vani-
ty, of learning for its own sake, which spoils so much of the quost for knowledge taéax

Loy up in your heart the following advice, which St. Thomas once wrote to a young man:

"You have asked me, dear friend in Christ, how you must study to acquire the
treasure of knowledge, My adviee to you is based upon this principle: that
you go through the rivulets and do not try at once to come to the sea, because
we must necessarily go to the more dlffxcult through the less difficult, This,
then is my advice to you: |

"Bu slow to spenk; love purity of comscience; pray often; love to be in your
room; be kind to everyone; do not inguire into the affairs of others; do not
be too familisr with anyone, bueause too great familiarity breeds cmntwmpt and
gives occoasion for leaving off study; do not be interested in the sayings and
doings of people in the world; avoid all necdless running sabout; imitate the
saints and the just; remember every good thing you hear and do not consider
who saoys it; undsrstand what you read ond heor; lobor to £ill the storchouse
of the mind; do not inguire into things above you.

"If you follow this advice you will bring forth guod fruit in the vineyard of
the Lord, you will be nble to obbain what you desire,"

There is an altar dediested to £t, Thomas in the Alumni Hall chapels Poy o visit
there tomorrow = but be sure to begin the day with Holy Communion in honnr of this
grent Saint who wrote the llass and Office of the Blessed Sacrament, and whosc hymns
to the Bucharist are cmong the most beautiful compositions known to pocts,

Bo_Distinotivo,

Through the medium of *the ananymﬁ'g quoestionnaires of %hu Ruligious Survey, wn clumnuc

reports that he had the grace to turn down sn offer of $5,000 greft at a time when he

wng seriously in nced of money. Vere thbro o way to g;t th“ﬂ¢‘WG could have for your

sdifioution hundreds of such storiecs, Many of you will sumc day bo placed in posi-

tions whore similar temptations cre offered, It is the most furvent wish of your

Alns Mater that it be saild of ull Notre Dame men thrt thoy arc honest, chaste, and
faithful to thelr duties to God and mam, Lot that be your distinction,

Tlﬁg“RS Tooensed = Dick Parrish's fathers Bob Forbes! grandfather. I11 - Bishop

B~fwwan,‘of_R10hmona4 Hrs, Js Arthur Haley (operation); James Bonkwnlter'ts mother.
Ni: Decensod, Dr, Bonine, of Cassopolis « not of Nilus, llich as previously
uparted in the Bulletin.




