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F east of S t, Thomas Aquinas Tomorrow,

was S t ,  Thomas chosen as Patron  o f C ath o lic  learn ing?

With so many sch o la rs  to  choose from# cme might th in k  i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  choose a p a tro n  
f o r  C atho lic  le a rn in g . The oariy  F a th e rs  and Doctors of th e  Church wore marvels o f 
e ru d it io n  and sc h o la rsh ip . I t  is  s tu p id  to  s in g le  out S t(, Augustine from  the e a r ly  
F a th e rs  and consider th a t  lea rn in g  began and ended w ith  him, His contem poraries 
a lo n e , in  tho  fo u r th  and f i f t h  c e n tu r ie s ,  make a l i ta n y  of m ighty names; o ther cen tu ­
r i e s ,  to o , c o n tr ib u te d  th e i r  quota -  which v a r ie d  in  number and in t e l l e c tu a l  accom­
plishm ent according to  th e  work th e  Church had to  do; fo r  C h r is t ia n iz a tio n  o-ate f i r s t ,  
th en  c iv i l i z a t io n ,  then  c u ltu re  -  always in  th a t  o rd e r ,

S t ,  Thomas ga thered  a l l  the  wisdom o f th e  a n c ie n ts , em bellished i t ,  and handed i t  down 
to  u s ,  There arc  many su b je c ts  on which he has not given us th e  l a s t  word, but he has 
e lu c id a te d  th e  p r in c ip le s  from which we may work. And he i s  a b e a u tifu l  example o f 
th e  h u m ility  th a t  must p re s id e  over sch o la rsh ip  i f  i t  i s  to  avoid the  p i t f a l l  of v a n i­
ty ,  o f le a rn in g  fo r  i t s  own sake, which s p o ils  so much of th e  quest fo r  knowledge toda;

Lay up in  your h e a r t  th e  fo llow ing  ad v ice , which S t ,  Thomas once w rote t o  a  young man:

"You have asked me, dear f r ie n d  in  C h r is t ,  how you must study to  a cq u ire  th e  
tr e a s u re  of knowledge« My advice to  you i s  based upon th i s  p r in c ip le :  th a t  
you go through th e  r iv u le t s  and do n o t t r y  a t  once to  come to  the sea , because 
we must n e c e s s a r ily  go to  the  more d i f f i c u l t  through tho le s s  d i f f i c u l t .  T h is , 
th en  i s  iqy advice to  you:

"Be slow to  speak; love p u r ity  o f conscience; pray o f te n ; love to  be in  your 
room; be k ind  to  everyone; do n o t in q u ire  in to  th e  a f f a i r s  of o th e rs ;  do n o t 
be too  fa m il ia r  w ith  anyone, because too  g re a t f a m i l ia r i ty  breeds contempt and 
g ives occasion fo r  leav ing  o ff  s tu d y ; do no t bo in te re s te d  in  tho  sayings and 
doings o f people in  th e  w orld; avoid  a l l  n eed less  running abou t; im ita te  th e  
s a in ts  and tho  j u s t ;  remember every good th in g  you hoar and do not consider 
who says i t ;  understand  what you read  and hv^r; labo r to  f i l l  tho  storehouse 
of tho  mind; do not in q u ire  in to  th in g s  above you.

nI f  you fo llo w  th i s  advice you w i l l  b r in g  fo r th  good f r u i t  in  tho  v ineyard  of
tho  Lord, you w i l l  bo ab le  to  o b ta in  what you d e s ir e ,"

There i s  an a l t a r  ded ica ted  to  C t. Thomas in  th e  Alumni H all c h a p e l. Pay a v i s i t  
th e re  tomorrow -  b u t be su re  to  begin  th e  day w ith  Holy Communion in  honor of th i s  
g re a t S a in t who w rote th e  Mass and O ffice  o f tho  Blosrsod Sacrament, and whoso hymns 
to  tho  E u ch aris t a re  among th e  most b e a u t i f u l  com positions known to  p o e ts .

Bo D is t in c t iv e ,

Through tho  medium of th e  anonymous q u e s tio n n a ire s  of the  R elig io u s Survey, an alumnu 
re p o r ts  th a t  he had the  g race to  tu rn  down an o f fe r  of $5,000 g ra f t  a t  a t in e  when ho 
was se r io u s ly  in  nood of money, ’.'Jure th i ro  a way to  got th e n , wo could have f i r  your 
e d if ic a t io n  hundreds of such s to r ie s .  Many of you w i l l  seme day bo p laced  in  p o s i­
t io n s  whore s im ila r  tem ptations r.re o f f e r e d .  I t  i s  tho  most f«,rv-mt w ish of your 
A im  Mat or th a t  i t  bo sa id  of a l l  N otre Dame men th a t  they  a rc  h o n e s t, c h a s te , and 
f a i t h f u l  to  th e i r  d u tie s  to  God and man, Lot th a t  bo your d i s t in c t io n ,

lyocoased' -^Jli'ick P a r r is h ’ s f a th e r ;  Bob F o rbes1 g ra n d fa th e r . 111 « Bishop
B-en'ian, o f Richmond; Mrs, J , A rthur H aley (o p e ra tio n ) ; James Bookw nlter* s m other, 
^TK^WION: Deceased, Dr. S on ins, of C assopo lis -  not o f N ile s , Mich as p rev io u sly  
re p o rte d  in  th e  B u lle t in ,


