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A. Letter on Marriage.

A misslonary has furnished the B u lle tin  with a copy of the follow ing le t t e r ,  vdiich 
oame to him during ''Men* s Week" of a m ission lie vm.s conducting;

"Dear Father:
I wanted to &etup "bo see you, but I could not malce i t ,  I have a 

l i t t l e  baby and he has a bad cold , so I irns afra id  to  take him out in  the bad 
weather we had a l l  week* In order th a t  I might make the m ission la s t  week, 
a neighbor took care of him; and I hate to  ask her to bother w ith him again*
She took oare of him every day la s t  week w hile I went "bo Mass in  the morning 
an4 to  the Stations of the Cross in the afternoon; my husband took care o f him 
e^ery evening*

"Father, wh^t I want to get at i s  th is :  I aunt married three years * I have
dearest baby boy. I have a p la in  home and keep i t  c lean  -  ju s t  as c lean  as I
can. I  t r y  to  have i t  as p leasan t and as happy as p o s s ib le .  What I  want to
ask you to  do fo r  ne in  your sermons th is  week a t  th e  men's m ission i s  to  t a l k  
about the nan th a t  d rinks, mixes with o ther women, s tay s  out a l l  n ig h t ,  o f ten  
comes home from work la te  in  the evening, h is  d inner w aiting  on th e  ta b le  c o ld , 
and comes in  n ig h t a f t e r  n igh t in to x ic a te d .

"He makes a b ig  sa la ry  and gives me an allowance from i t .  The r e s t  he spends
on h is  f r ie n d s ,  I  get along a l l  r i g h t  w ith  th e  money he gives me, although
th e re  are  lo ts  of p r e t ty  things I could buy fo r th e  home w ith  th e  money he 
spends on liquo r and o ther th in* ,s,

"F a ther, he has never had a home since h is  dear mother died. Ju t I have t r i e d  
to  give him the n e a re s t  th in g  to  th e  home he had w ith  h is  mother, I  mean, I 
am try in g  my b e s t t o  do fo r  him a l l  th a t  h is  dear o ld  I r i s h  mother did* He
was the  baby of the fam ily , and, l ik e  a l l  m others, she loved him, ju s t  as I
love him today ,

"Yfh en he lo&ves the drink a lone ho i  is the be s t  man you <3 ould know* Jut Tfhen 
ho dri nks lie f  or get s si 11 about h i s home end f&ml l y . At time s 31 f e e l  lik e
taking my baby an  ̂ going s o fa r , far away -  but Almighty Cod has joined us to ­
gether, and i f  th is  is  my oros s I w i l l  sure ly  bear i t . PI e&s e, Fatho r , do the  
best you c an t  o mok e him under s t  and. Re pronis e s to  bo there every n ight *
And pleas e pray f  o r mo that 0 od wi 11 b ias s me with a larger f  ami ly  *"

There are many things wo could say in  comment, but we cannot r isk  sp o ilin g  tho beauty
or detract ing f  rom the atr ength of th is  p lea . A11 that we ask i s  th a t you r oad i t  
<3 ar oful l y , twic e * thro e tim os, and examine your con sc i  once on i t  * The Hovona for  a 
Happy M&rriage has two objeotivns:

1* The grace of a good w ife ;
2 * The graoe to  make hor a good husband,

I f  you have no g lee t od the Hov en&, at le a st moke a Triduum f  or the a e in ten t ions * You
have thro e days remaining b of ore the fe a s t  of St * Jo soph *

Your Questionnaire*

F i l l  i t  out  c a re fu l ly  and r e tu rn  i t  promptly*
WjiCfTOS’T^fecoase"3 -  an aunt of C la ir  i t e * 111 ** Hov. Herman Johnson, 0*8*0, ( appen­
dectomy); Jack i i e l y ' s  mother; Lawrence *f e i s s 1s s i s t e r ;  Dick I lo a d 's  f a th e r ;  on u n c le  
of Don 1 a r t  i n .  Three sp ec ia l in ten tions*


