
Bengal B enefit Bouts U n iv ers ity  of Notre Dame Mass 6:25 tomorrow-
a f t e r  church to n ig h t R elig ious B u lle t in  fo r  Bruce Oraham

March 21 , 1934

A P lea  For The C lo is te r ,

"What is  th e  most sacred  memory of your r e l ig io u s  l i f e  a t  Notre Dame?" That question  
in  th e  R e lig ious  Survey of the Alumni brought from one man th e  fo llow ing  response:
"The mental peace of a monastic which I  enjoyed the f i r s t  two y e a rs ,"

There s t i l l  i s ,  th e n , mental peace . I t  i s  m onastic. I t  may be enjoyed fo r  a t  le a s t  
two y e a rs .  Vie commend th e se  f a c ts  to  the  understanding mind of th a t  wholesome p rince  
of commentators, 0 .0 .  M cIntyre, who "longed" as follow s in  l a s t  S a tu rd ay 's  column:

" I 'd  l ik e  to  " r e c o l le c t"  w ith  some of th e  o ld -tim ers  and be re f re sh e d  by a firm er 
b e l ie f  in  Cod and th e  promises of a p le a sa n t  H e re a f te r .  In  th e  fog of so much 
m isunderstanding I  long more than ever fo r  the  cheerfu l shine of an outdated 
mode. C e r ta in ly  modernity has botched th ings  up,"

And we commend i t  to  th o se  freshmen who a re  as y e t unspo iled . I f  a freshman coming 
to  t h i s  c lo i s t e r  could only understand what a b lessed  th in g  i t  is  to  be and to  remain 
u n so p h is t ic a ted , he would cut o f f  h is  r ig h t  hand r a th e r  than  lose  the  c h e e rfu l  f r e s h ­
ness th a t  belongs t o  an un ta rn ished  so u l,

Who knew the world b e t t e r  than Thomas a Kempis, who spent h is  l i f e  in  a c lo i s t e r ?  In  
a l l  the w o r ld 's  l i t e r a t u r e  you w i l l  f in d ,  o u ts id e  th e  B ib le , noth ing  more p en e tra ting  
than the  observations on l i f e  t h a t  f i l l  th e  " Im ita t io n  o f  C h r is t " ,

Happy the  freshman, happier s t i l l  th e  s e n io r ,  whose in te r e s t  in  'botched-up m odernity ' 
i s  pu re ly  academic. Beer p a r lo r s ,  dance h a l l s , t i n s e l l e d  movie ’p a la c e s ' ,  symbols 
of th e  nerve-rack ing  sen su a lity  t h a t  passes fo r  " rec rea tio n "  and "en terta inm en t"  nowa­
days, p u b lish  to  the  world the shame of a n a tio n  which has gone to  seed i n t e l l e c tu a l l y .

Notre Dame i s  a c l o i s t e r  where one can f in d  time and in c l in a t io n  to  th in k .  ( I t  may be 
necessary  f o r  you to  s tu f f  co tton  in  your e a r s  to  shut out the  b la re  of rad io  jazz  a&d 
low comedy, b u t a t  l e a s t  you d o n 't  have to  go to  town.) A Father Hudson may spend a 
l i fe t im e  on th e  campus, may never see a movie or e a t  in  an automat, and may have a l l  
th e  th in k e rs  of h is  time making p ilgrim ages to  h is  door because he th in k s , Father 
Hudson's keen comments showed th a t  he was thoroughly fa m ilia r  w ith  th e  w o rld 's  aments, 
bu t t h e i r  d e l ic a te  f la v o r  showed t h a t  h is  soul was untouched by the  w o r ld 's  so rd id n ess . 
F a th e r  Hudson's 'p e a c e ' la s te d  n o t merely f o r  two years  but f o r  a l i f e t im e .

Pray fo r sense . You choose Hotre Dame fo r  your school because of something d i s t in c ­
t iv e  th a t  i t  has t o  im p a rt. And so many o f  you immediately tu rn  your backs on what 
i s  so d i s t in c t iv e  here and go to  town fo r  th e  jazzy b a n a l i ty  you came here to  fo rg e t ,

Pray fo r sen se . Some men come here  and spend four years t ry in g  to  modernize S t r e  
Dame, t e l l i n g  us wherein we lack c e r ta in  elements of s o p h is t ic a t io n  which are  d i s ­
t in c t iv e  of s e c u la r  education . P e rv e rs i ty  can go far*

Daily Communion g ives you the groundwork of peace. I t  holps you to  d iscover your 
s o u l .  I f  you heed th e  promptings of grace e w r  so l i t t l e  you can f in d  hero the  e le ­
ments of c i v i l i z a t i o n .  I f  you fo llow  the beckoning of s a c r i f ic e  s t i l l  f u r th e r ,  you 
can discover C h ris tia n  c u l tu re .  I t  is  her&, but i t  l i e s  hidden from, th e  oyvs of th e  
s o p h is t ic a te s .  ( I t  i s n ' t  something you can buy by the yard and have made in to  a s u i t ;  
i t  i s n ' t  something th a t  you can put on and o f f  a t  w i l l :  i t  i s  something th a t  grows in  
th e  s o u l , )  The c l o i s t e r  i s  here i f  you would find i t .  Clean h e a r ts  do f in d  i t  -  
and w ith  i t  p eace .
f f lS O T iT o o o aao d  - an aunt of B i l l  Moss; an uncle of Robert Doran, '26$ Sd C a ldw ell 's  
g ran d fa th e r. I l l  -  an uncle of Robert Burko, Throo sp ec ia l in te n t io n s ,  
M i r a m r a E s  -  7:30 Thursday, D illon chape l, fo r Col. Hoynos, (Law C lub).
'C M  IB IW IT O l; Thursday « 8*50(2); 2 :3 0 .


