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The S a lt of the  Barth*

Twenty-one years ago l a s t  month, a young man from Kansas sought admission to  th e  Con­
gregation  of Holy C ross. He m s  tw enty-three years of age and had been around enough 
to  know th a t  he wanted to  serve God and not the w orld . On th e  19th of March he m s 
clo thed  w ith th e  h a b it of a re lig io u s  and took th e  name of Brother M artin.

According t o  the  fam ily t r a d i t io n ,  S t. M artin of Tours was a member of Brother Martin* 
fam ily -  a fam ily which has given hundreds o f p r ie s ts  and re lig io u s  to  the  serv ice ot 
God, Two of h is  s is te r s  are nuns, and two aunts founded convents of S is te rs  of S t. 
Joseph -  and one of them received her own mother in to  the convent a f te r  th e i r  fa th er s 
death (the mother, a t  the age o f 75, received th e  h ab it from Cardinal ? u n u e lem ).

The year follow ing h is  recep tio n  in to  the community. Brother Martin was assigned to  
work in  the p rin tin g  o ffice  of the Ave Maria etod to  p re fec t in  one of the U niversity 
do rm ito ries. The in terven ing  twenty years saw Brother M artin develop in to  one of the 
most thoroughgoing re lig io u s  a t  llo tre  Dame. A model of f id e l i ty  to  duty and a keen- 
minded workman, he made over th e  Ave Maria pressroom and equipped i t  as a thoroughly 
modern establishm ent* And a f te r  the day*s work was over, he took up h is  du ties as 
p re fe c t in  S t, Edward's Hall# Hie p refec tin g  was marked by & strong sense of ju s t ic e  
tempered w ith a c lev er d ro lle ry  th a t  made him both e f f ic ie n t  and popular,

Such men are  th e  s a l t  of th e  e a r th , When the h is to ry  o f  ITotre Dame is  w ritte n , the 
names of men l ik e  Brother M artin w ill  loom la rg e . He did h is  day's work -  and h is  
n ig h t 's  work afterw ards -  fo r the love of God. His p ie ty  was re a l w ithout being os­
te n ta tio u s  or bothersome to  others* He rose e a r ly  fo r  h is  devotion, but he r e t i r e d  
l a t e .  He could not stand id len ess: he made ro sa r ie s  in  h is  spare t in e  a t  n ig h t, and 
even turned h is  b ig  fin g ers  to  d e lic a te  pain ting  and embroidery to  keep them busy.
He l e f t  no t a l e n t  undeveloped.

People who wonder how Hotre Dame can succeed in  com petition w ith tax-supported i n s t i ­
tu tio n s  and w ith  heav ily  endowed p riv a te  u n iv e r s i t ie s ,  f a i l  to  reckon w ith th e ir  
Brother Martins# F ather Borin and th e  other p r i e s t s ,  and Brother M artin and th e  othe; 
b ro th ers  who have given th e i r  liv e s  to  Hotre Dame, a re  beyond the comprehension of 
s t a t i s t i c ia n s  who judge of educational v a lues by th e  m illions le f t  by people who found 
no pockets in  shrouds. The Father Borins and F a th er Hudsons, the Brother V alerians 
and Brother M artins, have given to  Hotre Damo not only the  m illions of d o lla rs  th e ir  
se rv ices were worth in  a m ate ria l way $ they have given to  th i s  U niversity  the  s p i r i t  
of serv ice fo r  the love of God which i s  worth in f in i te ly  moro than a l l  the gold in  the  
w orld , and i s  something th a t  a l l  the gold in  th e  world cannot buy. I t  i s  the s a l t  of
the  ea rth .

Brother M artin died yesterday morning in  S t. Jo seph 's  H osp ita l. His Immediate i l l ­
ness la s ted  only a week, and followed an operation la s t  Tuesday# Bor years he has 
boon su ffe rin g  from maladies th a t  would have k i l le d  the s p i r i t  of lo ss thorough men, 
but which hardly in te rfe re d  w ith  Brother M artin 's work. He blessed God d ik e  for 
good h ea lth  and i l l ,  and t r i e d  to  make the most of both .

A Mass for th e  repose of h is  soul w ill  be sung in  th e  ehuroh tomorrow (Thursday) morn­
ing a t  6:35* Be there}  o ffe r  Holy Communion fo r  th e  roposo of h is so u l, Thu fu n e ra l
Maes w ill  be hold Friday morning, and a l l  who arc  f re e  from classes should t r y  to  pay
th i s  ad d itio n a l t r ib u te  to  h is  memory#

Prayers
ili#  #

»

Deceased: a fr ie n d  o f Bert Baur (k il le d  in an auto accident)}  a frien d  of Robt. Bena­
v id es . I l l*  Rev, Ambrose Murphy, an old friend  of th e  A v p j|a rla i HurryJ M t e ' s  u n d o . 
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