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Is Fatherhood Worth While?

The poets of fatherhood are few* Although motherhood is  exalted in  song and s to ry , 
in  pain ting  and scu lp tu re , in  o ra to ry  and music and a l l  the a r ts ,  th ere  has been less 
a tte n tio n  paid to  fatherhood* The poets seem to  take fa th e r  fo r granted , ju s t  as 
the  tax  assessor does, ju s t  as the  b i l l  c o lle c to r  does, ju s t  as ch ild ren  do*

But, although the poets of fatherhood have been fewer, th e  world has known no g rea te r  
poets than those who have sung the  p ra ises of th is  exalted  sta te*  For the g re a te s t 
of the  poets of fatherhood have been the in sp ired  authors of Holy S crip tu re ,

II You have received the S p ir i t  of adoption of sons, whereby we cry; Abba (Father)#"
Thus does St* Paul remind the Romans th a t a l l  fatherhood is  from God, and th a t by 
grace we rece iv e  the f u l l e s t  b en e fit of the Redemption, which tra n s la te s  physical 
re la tio n sh ip  in to  s p ir i tu a l*  And St* John, giving th e  e te rn a l genealogy of Him 
bfhosc Sms hip was e te rn a l, says: "As many as received Him, He gave them power to  be 
made the  sons of God, * $ * * who are  born, not of blood, nor of the w ill  of the f le s h , 
nor of the  w i l l  of man, but of God*"

How kind is  th is  Father? "Are not two sparrows sold fo r a farth ing?" said  Our 
Blessed Lord, "and not one o f  them sh a ll f a l l  on the ground without your Father*" 
( I ta t t . ,  10) "Be not s o l ic i to u s ,  th e re fo re , saying: vihat sh a ll  wo e a t , or what sh a ll
we drink , or wherewith s h a l l  wo be clothed? For a f te r  a l l  these thing s do the heathens
seek* For your fa th er lcnoweth th a t  you have need of a l l  these th ings*" (k a tt* , 6)

Tfhat i s  the response to  th i s  kindness? Our Lord gave us the perfec t examples "Tihat 
things soever the Father doth, these  the Son a lso  doth in  lik e  manner*" (John, 5)
Our response? "You have wearied the  Lord with your words, m d you sa id : "/heroin have 
we wearied Him? In  t h a t  you say; Everyone th a t  doth e v i l  is  good in  th e  sight of th e  
Lord, and such please Him, or su re ly  where is  the God of judgment?" (Hal*, 2,17) In  
other words, i f  God does not s t r ik e  us dead fo r  our rebe llioncgn inst His fa th e rly  kind­
n ess , but gives us time to  rep en t, wo abuse His patience and n a il i t  approval*

Happy the f a th e r  whoso son has learned th is  doctrine : "Son, support th e  old age of 
thy  fa th e r , and grieve him not in  th is  life*  And i f  his understanding f a i l ,  have 
patience w ith him, and despise him not when thou a r t  in  thy  strength* for the r e l ie v ­
ing of the fa th e r  sh a ll  not be forgotten*#*# And in  ju s t ic e  thou sh a lt be b u i l t  up, 
and in the day of a f f l i c t io n  thou shalt be remembered; and thy sins sh all molt away
as the ice  in  the f a i r  warm weather #,f (Uci*, 3)

Wednesday is  F a th erf s Day*

To remind you o f your obligations to your fathor -  your duty of prayer, of obodionce, 
love, respect, ju stice , fed.rncss, truthfulnoss -  Notre Dome s ots aside the feast o f  
the Solemnity of St * Jo soph each y^ar as Father * s Day* This f-xust, which <3 ones dur-  
ing the second week after the Bast or Octavo, g lo r if ie s  the Saint who was "kite head of 
the Holy Family, the F oster-fat he r of Josus Chrl sib, the Saint who was hins o lf  & per­
fe c t  example of human obodione o * and who roooivod in turn the obodionoo of the Son of 
God nnd His I [other *

Send yeur fother a sp ir itu a l bouquet for that day* Send i t  at one o*
PAYERSs Deceased -  Bishop L ilan , of H artford; the  m oth# of Joe Hunger, *26$ P a tr ic k

FoAluur, an o ld  studen t; the fa th e r  of Louis A# Smith (D illon ); a fr ien d  of n student*
I I I  -  1 sgr# 0*Ryan, of Denver; Jim Osgood ( appendectomy); the mother of a s tu d en t;

(Brdin), Bob and Jim Hamilton. One thanksgiving md 4 ap* ints#
( ten th ) fo r  th e  repose of the soul of Tim* Dockman -  tomorrow a t  6:00

in  the Brown*on Memorial Chapol*


