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Is Fatherhood Worth Vhile?

The poets of fatherhood are few, Although motherhood is exalted in song and story,
in painting snd soulpture, in oratory and music and all the arts, there has been less
attention paid to fatherhood. The poets seem to teke father for granted, just as
the tax assessor does, Jjust as the bill collector does, just as children do.

But, although the poets of fatherhood have been fewer, the world has Ynowm no greater
poets than those who have sung the praises of this exalted state, For the greatest
of the poets of fatherhood heve been the inspired authors of Holy Seripture,

"You have received the Spirit of adoption of sons, whereby we ery: Abba {Tather),"
Thus does St, Peaul remind the Romans that all fatherhood is from Cod, and that by
grace we recelive the fullest benefit of the Redemption, which translates physiesl
relationship inte spiritual, And St. John, giving the eternal gonealogy of Him
“hose Sonship was eternal, says: "As many as received Him, He gave them power to be
made the sons of God,..ys who are born, not of blood, nor of *che will of the flesh,
nor of the will of man, but of Goda"

How kind is this Father? "Are not two sparrows sold far o forthing?" said Our
Blessed Lord, "end not onc of them shall fall on the graund without your Father,"
(1latt., 10) "Be not solicitous, therefare, saying: What shall we eat, or vhat shall
we drin
seek, For your father 1mavrﬁ‘{:h that yau have need of all these things," (I'att., 6)

What is the response to this kindnoss? Our Lord gave us the perfect example: "hat
things soever the Father doth, these the Son also doth in 1ike maymer," {John, 5)

Our response? "You heve wearied the lord with your words, end you said: ‘fhorein have
we wearied Him? In that you say: Everyone thet doth evil is good in the sight of the
Lord, and such please Him, or surely where is the God of judgment?" (Mal., 2,17) In
othor words, if God docs not strike us dond for our robollionogrinst His fathesrly kind-
ness, but gives us timo to ropent, we abusc His pationee and rall it approval,

Heppy the father whoseo son has learncd this doctrires "Son, support the old age of
thy father, ond grieve him not in this life., And if his understunding fail, have
patience with him, and dospiso him not whon thou nrt in thy streongthg for the reliove
ing of the father shoall not be forgottone.,.. And in justicc thou shalt be built up,
and in the doy of affliction thou shalt bo romembureds &ml thy sins sghall melt away
as the ise in the fair warm weather," (Uei., 3)

Mednosday is Father's Day,
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To remind you of your obligabions to your father « your duty of prayer, of obodience,
love, respect, Justice, felrness, ruthfulness - llotre Deme seots nside the founst of
the Solemnity of 3t, Joseph cach yuar as Fntherts Doy,  This fonst, whish cones dur-
ing the second wock aftoer the Eastor Octove, glorifics the Scint who wns the heand of
tho Holy Fomily, the Fostor-fathor of Jesus Christ, thoe Saint who wns hinsclf o per-
feet wxample of human obedisocnco, and who reeeived in turn the obodionce of the Son of
God nnd His liothur,
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k, or wherewith shall we be clothed? For after all these things do the heathens



