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From Anne To Janes

Readers of the Bulletin are indebted to a loynl and distinguished friond of the Uni-
versity, o Chicago Bulletin fan, for the inspiration of the following lotter. Anne
New York artist, writes to annther artist, Jone of Chicago, whn, 2t the time contem~
plated ¢ ntering the Cetholic Church,

"NDear Jane:

"Your letter which came this morning made me so happy thet I amxnnt going
to let the day go by without telling you so.

" love the Catholic Church, It has helped me over lonely, discouraging
places in my life, not only in Europe but in this country, and I owe her a debt of
gratitudey |

"Don't hother too much abhout thoology, you will find so much inspiration,
comfort end boauty in the Church, that I belicve, confidently, you‘wnnft find the
smell things of much sccount.,

"It is o wonderful thing, whon life is unkind to you, to go into a quict
chapel and look at some lovely Madonna, so calm and remote, yet so near in her gentlew
ness., And the lighted condles always mean that the prayers of othors in sarrcw, or
unhappiness, are {aﬁpaﬂg yOur own company. »

"That alone, that feeling thot there are nthers wtho have come 0.8 you havﬁ,
to ask for guidence or strength, or Just confort, will help you in an indeseribable
ways You will sonse divine love in a Catholie Chureh, even an humble one, in a woy
that Protostonts know nothing of.

"I often go into St. Patrick's Cathodral to rofresh my souls I knecol
first noar St. Anthony's altar, wherce thore is always the loveliness of fllckorlng
tapoers.

"The becuty of the Churah glves me o peaco ond a sonse of being lifted up
away from this drab, ugly world, and some old lady, who may be soying hor resnry in
the next pew, convoys o sense of unspokon companionship; or it may be my joy in the
spontancity of the young girls and boys who come in and knoel down before a quict
altar to soy their briof prayer. God and Christ and the Medonnn arc part of thoir
overy-day lifes The Protostants rescrve Sundnys.

"If you have gonc to church for ton months, you will never »o happy in
another chureh -« I belie ve,

"Do not considor your fomily in this matter. It is too serious -- your
inner life with its rolation to your ouber cvory-day life, And your doeision cone
corng only yourself,

"You arc the artistic typc who is searching for bonvty, It wns vour
sort, the religious craftsman, who bullt those heavenly cathedrals; ond 1t wes your
spiritual brothers in time who painted their enduring dreams for the altar pleces.
Thet was vhy you felt at home in Burope, you felt o spiritusl kinship with the minds
and souls of the post, Ani thet is why you arce being dravm now,

s me the most wonderful thing is thet the Cethoulic churches are nlways
open. You can go in for o fow moments and you know hww-dm*” rently you feuel when
you luave, I semetinmes em howildercd when I come out of Gt, Patrick's end find mye
sulf in the noisc md eonfusion of 'ifth Avenue, - 1 hevo bwgn so Prr awey.,.

"My best wishes to you dear Jane,  Evon if you dn not teko the final
sboep, I know you will alwmys love the Church,

"i1l you writc mo soon?

"ary affustionntely yours,

Anno,"
Lost Sundey, Moy 20, Jono wos baptizod.




