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An Open L ette r to  Freshmen*

Mever mind i f  you hw e heard about the  few encephalitio  seniors who were chased out 
of bed every morning during the  mission but never arrived  a t the church*

You probably know too of the jun io rs who came to  the church entrance a t the  night 
se rv ice , and having found th a t  there  was no check-up, ducked o ff  in  the dark*

A handful of weak-kneed sophomores used to  come a l l  the way in to  the  church and then 
sneak out the side door before the  sermon began* Big s tu f f ,  you know.

They are a l l  lik e  the wise guy who slipped hie broken leg out of the sp lin ts , then 
crowed that he had put one over on the nurse* Theso dumb uuporcl&ssmon won*t rea lise  
the resomblance unti 1, lik e  the wise gigr, they discover incurable bumps and weaknes
la te r  on in  life *

Don’t  get the impression th a t  the m ajority  of upperclassmen are th a t  way# The major­
i ty  of them come freq u en tly , very frequen tly , to  the communion ra i l#  And th is  month 
of October you w il l  lea rn  ( i f  you yourse lf go to  the  church) th a t  adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament is  very popular with upper classmen.

A prominentr-a very prom inent-- member of la s t  year * s graduating c la ss  has w ritten  
recen tly  to  Father O’Hara something th a t  even most sophomores would consider too 
preachy to  t o l l  to  you man-to-man*

11 Any studen t/ 1 ho w rite s , "who is  fo rtuna te  enough to  a ttend  Metro 
Damo and f a i l s  to  go to  Mass d a ily , to  receive Holy Communion d a ily , 
and to  v i s i t  the Grotto d a ily , is  not attending  Eotre Dame, ruid is  
not worthy of the t i t l e  fA Metre Damo Student1.

"Book learn ing  con bo had in  most of the  educational in s t i tu t io n s  
in  the  colm try, but the  s p i r i tu a l  guidance, the value of which no 
words can possib ly  dep ic t, in  add ition  to  the book learn ing , can 
be secured b a s t, in  my opinion, only in  a Catholic u n iv e rs ity , and 
espec ia lly  a t  the Catholic in s t i tu t io n  from which I have been fo r­
tunate enough to  graduate#

"For four y ears , F a th e r, I  v is i te d  the Grotto du lly , praying fo r , 
among oth^r th in g s , th e  conversion of my father, and asking Our 
Lady fo r the grace to  find  ’the g i r l  of my dreams *, so to  speak, 
before my graduation.

"Prayer i s  all-pow erfu l as I found out* Sometimes I  thought my 
requests wore being ignored, hut I  persevered f a i th f u l ly .  Two 
months before Canrnvmeumont my father was baptised* Thr^o weeks
before (3 cmmonccmont I found the g ir l  * Both made me < exceedingly 
happy.

"Above my bud at homo is  a large etching of the Grotto* Mightly 
before retir in g  and every morning before going to work I ’v is it?  
the Grotto+ I t  i s  & devotion I sh a ll always prartico+"

Note th a t ,  besides daily  Mass and Holy Communion, hp emphasizes devotion to  th e  
Grotto# I t  is  an old Metro Dame custom to  pray d a ily  or n ig h tly  a t the Grotto fo r , 
am o n g  q th .r  th in g s , the r ig h t g i r l .  Arc you observing th a t  custom?
PRA®ff§V beooasod, father of Jack Cannon (Alumni). I l l ,  mother of M* J* fu lly  f28| 
undo and friend of Bill 8mHun (8t* Edward' si), I'll*"tv spvoin 1 intention#*


