Uhlversity of Notre Dame
Religious Bulletin
December 4, 1934

ﬁﬂwmn-ﬁ

Unfeir,

Typical of modern text books that misconeeive or ipnore the Catholic point of view is
the "Introductory Sociology" by Cooley, Angell and Carr of the University of Michigan,

On page 451 we reads "In contrast to such theories (that hold to revelation as the
chief basis of religion) philosophers anl scientists trace the origins of religious
phenomens in general to oue or more of three kinds of sources: the self-interest of
priests and rulers; common psychological predispositions; and primitive attitudes,"

Simple, isn't it? Ko possibility at all that philosophers and scientists can hold ‘o
revelation as the chief source of religion, Those in the Catholic cump who call
themse lves philosophers and scientists must be soft-headed fogies who don't know what
the shootingts about,

But is the reasoning of the genuine philosophers and scientists really unassailable?

As an origin selfwinterest is purely a gratuitous assumption, For religion exists,
anthropology reports, at the wery dawn of history., With the Mousterisn culture we
first become certain of man's ex;shance on earth and at the same time we find evie
dences of religion,

Our pre-history takes us back no further. We must merely assume, then, whet took
place before that, These genuine philosophers and scientists seem to know e sceret
avenue that leads back beyond pre-history, or how can they say seientifically that
man first formed religion out of self-interest?’

And as to Fsychalagiaal Predispositions, we are told by these authors that “a\ﬁhr1ll”
results from the recognition of some "mysterious potency" in the enviromment, ~ This
looks very much like the recognition by reason of a First Cause, Man's reason tells
him that there must he a "mysterious poteney™ all right in existence thet shapes the
laws of nature; and reason should further make him admit such a poteney to be un-
caused, or God,

Mr, Cooley thinks "By associstion this fecling oo to be attached to nearhy plants
and enimals which wore thus made into totemse...,which was probably one of the earli-
est of roligious ideas," How then oxplain the contention of Doctor Coopur that as
one investigates among barberiens (highor primitives) onc finds monism, enimism,
botomlsm, megic, ete., tending to erowd out monothuism, DBul when ono pushes his ine
vestigation furthor back to the saveges, the Pygmics, tho Puegiens, cte,, {lower
primitives) he finds menotheism more cormon than animism, monism, te. And we have
every right to assumo ghat the savage, rather than the barharisn, ropres.nts the
ecivilization of preaiistorie rman,

"Philosophers™ and "scientists" are hardly the titles for antlomen who thus brush

aside revelation by nere spveulobion and fietion-izing or =i. !mowm focts,
Lontinence,

"I kmew that withont God T eould not be conmbtinent," Yhus v.'. +h. “ise Msn in the

0ld Testaments If you ars nob making the Novena for Suriiss, =y rob bopin tomorrow

norning a privote *riduun of Holy Communions in honor of *h [ meculste Conception?

You would complete such a triduum day bofors the fusst. (o 42 yon consider Vouraulf

tha rare oxception that doos not ncod God's hulp in the “:rsta ious of 1if- 7 If you

howws o surer way of obtaining that help than through th. xninrQQSaidn of Mary, good
Fhrmatiams throughout ‘the conturies nuv.y henrd of it,

~ t Dosvasud, grandmothor of Goorge Ball, killed in suto aoeidont, I11, mother
and fn%her of Bob Siagfriad {Lyoms), injured in aubu eocidenty friend of Tom Lalonds,
Four spoolal Intontlions,




