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Unfair*

Typical of modern te x t books th a t misconceive or ignore the Catholic po in t of view is  
the "In troductory  Sociology*1 by Cooley, Angell and Carr of the U niversity  of Michigan,

On page 451 we read: nIn  con trast to  such th eo ries  ( th a t hold to  rev e la tio n  as the
ch ief basis of re lig io n ) philosophers and s c ie n t is ts  trace  the orig ins of re lig io u s  
phenomena in  general to  one or more of th ree kinds of sources; the s e l f - in te r e s t  of 
p r ie s ts  and ru le rs ;  common psychological p red isp o sitio n s; and prim itive a ttitu d es# "

Simple, i s n ' t  i t ?  No p o s s ib il i ty  a t a l l  th a t  philosophers and s c ie n tis ts  can hold to  
rev e la tio n  as the ch ief source of re lig ion*  Those in  the Catholic camp who c a l l  
themselv'es philosophers and s c ie n tis ts  must be soft-headed fogies who d o n 't .know what 
the  shoo ting 's about*

But is  the reasoning of th e  genuine philosophers and s c ie n t is ts  re a lly  unassailab le?

As an o rig in  s e l f - in te r e s t  is  purely  a g ratu itous assumption* For re lig io n  e x is ts ,  
anthropology re p o rts , a t the very dawn of h istory* With the Monsterian cu ltu re  we 
f i r s t  become c e rta in  of man's existence on earth  and a t  the same time we find  -evi­
dences of re lig io n .

Our p re -h is to ry  takes us back no further*  We must merely assume, then , what took 
place before tha t*  These genuine philosophers and s c ie n tis ts  seem to  know a sec re t 
avenue th a t  leads back beyond p re -h is to ry , or how can they say s c ie n t if ic a l ly  th a t  
nan f i r s t  formed religion  out of se lf- in te r e s t? '

And as to  Psychological P red isp o sitio n s, we are to ld  by these authors th a t  11 a t h r i l l 1' 
r e s u l ts  from the  recognition  of some ''mysterious potency11 in  the  environment* "This 
looks very much lik e  the recognition  by reason of a F ir s t  Cause* Man's reason t e l l s  
him th a t  there  must be a ''mysterious potency" a l l  r ig h t in  existence th a t  shapes the  
laws of na tu re ; and reason should fu rth e r mako him admit such a potency to  be un­
caused, or God,

Mr* Cooley th inks "By associa tion  th i s  fooling c;#o to be attached to  nearby p lan ts  
and animals which wore thus ifc&de in to  totems* * * * *whlch was probably one of the e a r l i ­
e s t of re lig io u s ideas*" How then explain th e  contention of Doctor Cooper th a t as 
one in v estig a tes  among barbarians (higher p rim itives) one finds monism, animism, 
tatomism, magic, etc*, tending to  crowd out monotheism* But when one pushes h is  in ­
v es tig a tio n  further back to  the savages, the Pygmies, the Fuegians, e tc* , (lower 
p rim itiv es) ho finds monotheism more common than animism, monism, te* And mo have 
every r ig h t to  assume &hat the savage, ra th e r than the barbarian, r  p resen ts the 
(3 iv iliz a t io n  of prehistorin man*

"Philogothers" and. 11 ateiontists" are hardly tho t i t  1(,a fur , mtlemen wbo thus brush 
aside revelation by more speculation and fiotion-i&inr or "d.v known facia*

Continence*
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"I knew that without, God I could not bo c o n t i n e n t T h u *  i ;-",  th» ! ao Man in the 
Old ID# at ament# I f  you are not making the Novona for i , v* y ru t begin tomorrow 
morning a private triduim of Holy Communions in honor of h- j: .maeulatu Conception?
You would complete such a triduum day before tho fuaaf * C-r oo you consider yourse lf 
tho ra re  uxooption th a t does not nood God's help in the ‘ u ' jtrj ions of Ilf* ? I f  you 
hav:, & surer way of obtaining that lie Ip th an through the intvro os sion of Mary, good
C hristian s throughout the cen turies nuv.r heard o f  it#
PRAYERS* Doo eased, grandmother of Guorgo B a ll, k ille d  in auto accident * 111, mother
and fa th e r  of Bob S ieg fried  (lyons), in jured  in auto accident; friend  of Tom LaLondo* 
Four specia l intentions*


