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"Birth Conbrol and thc Depression,”

From an exa34er come the following peragraphs:

"In tho Resder's Digest for January 1935 there is an article condensed
from a larger one in Harper's Magazine by Dorothy Dunbar Bromley, cne
of our t'intellectuals'. This highly cdifying article is ecalled 'Birth
Control and the Dopression!s It is a very noble article which of
course blames the depression on the fact that poor families have large
familicse-a vory original view of course,

"The point I am getting at is whore this woman makes somec nesty cracks
at our Chureh, which cracks arc products of a diseascd mind, She
states that the Roman Catholie Church is toven a groater stumbling
block than the medical profcession' as far as allowing pocople to follew
the tenects of Margoret Sanger,

"But sho thin comes out with this corker: '"Yet: the Chureh is foreed
by ciroumst-nees and today is shifting hor positiom,! She menticons
baoks by Dr. Leo Latz, Very Roverend Valere J. Coucke snd Jamos Ja
Wialsh (end a pamphlet by Rev, John A, O'Bricn of the Univorsity of
Illinois) and says 'Eoclesiastical sonetion for such books would swem
to suggest that the Church hed ace.pted birth control,!

© "I shall conclude with this choice bit from the article: ‘Thore is
no reason why the Roman Catholic Church should attompt to dieteto to
our legislators.....the Church is now attempting to dicbate on a very
vital subjeet to the majority of Amuricans who are not its conmunicants,

"T have ne quarrsl with the Reador's Digest because I thirk it is tre
finest, clearcst condonsation of ecurrent nows that we have, I do
think, howover, that the public should hear frem the Catbolic pross
in regerd to this stupid, vicious attack from a womsn whosc hardest
work is pushing eards across a card tablo and writing those broath-
taliing bits of 'tos-cup! theology which sro welcomed by the vast

arty of our fsocial highbrows,'™®

Distinetions arc vory odiocus o cortain types of minds with sertain purposes in viow.
Yo them, apparcntly, birth control is birth control, whother it be practiced in
hormony with naturcts own laws, or through the unrossonable and eriminal frustrotion
of the laws of nuature,

1t 1s crlumy egaingt tho Cabholie Church to soy thot sho sanetions or will ever
senotion birvh contral in this lebter sonse, or Shat sho has emndemncd birth contrnl
in the formor sonee.

ind 1t is ubtorly untruc +o say that "thore is no resson” why the Catholic Church
should sthompt to influmeo legisletors apeinst artifieinl birth control, Lot
Dorothy Dunbur Brarley look inbo Gen, %8, 10 wnd she will find s powarful rocson in
the Viord of God, wv.n if she dovs nob sur fhe plain ariramont from vhe neturs 1 lew,

And 1ot Ler roflect that, although berk robbing might, in individunl nases, offset
the uffeets of the deprusnion, mort probably she hersolf wonld net conclude *o tho
pondness or alvissbility of robhing banks,



