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"Birth Control and the Depression.11

Prom an ex-54or oome the following paragraphs:

In the x-.bader' s Digest fo r  January 1935 there is  an a r t ic le  condensed 
from a larger one in Harper' s Magazine by Dorothy Dunbar Bromley, one 
of our ’in te l l e c tu a l s ' .  This highly edifying a r t i c le  is  ca lled  'B irth  
Control and the D epression ', I t  i s  a very noble a r t i c l e  which of 
courso blames the depression on the fa c t  th a t  poor fam ilies havo large 
fam ilie s—a very orig inal view of course.
if  rnThe point I  am getting a t is  whore th is  woman makes some nasty  era 
a t  our Church, which cracks are products of a diseased mind. She 
s ta te s  thau the Roman Catholic Ohurcn is  ' ovon a g rea te r stumbling 
block than the medical p ro fession ' as fa r  as allowing people to  follow
the ten e ts  of Margaret Sanger,

"But she then comes out w ith th is  corkers 'le t*  the Church i s  forced 
by oireumsi-nccs and today is  sh if t in g  her p o s i t io n . ' She mentions' 
books by Dr. Loo Latz, Very Reverend Valero J .  Coucko and James J ,
Vfalsh (and a pamphlet by Rov, John A. O'Brien of the University of
I l l i n o i s )  and says 'E c c le s ia s t ic a l  sanction fo r  such books would sue 
to  suggest th a t  the Church had accepted b ir th  c o n t r o l . '

"I sh a l l  conclude with th is  choice b i t  from the a r t i c le :  'There is
no reason why the Roman Catholic Church should attempt to  d ic ta te  to 
our l e g is la to r s . . . .  ,tho Church i s  now attempting to  d ic ta te  on a very 
, i t a l  subject to  the m ajority  of Americans who arc not i t s  communicants.

"I havo no quarrel with tho Roadur' a Digest because I  th irk  i t  i s  the 
f in e s t ,  c le a re s t  condensation of current nows th a t  wo have, I  do 
th ink , however,^that tho public should hoar from tho Catholic p ress 
in  regard to  th is  stupid, v icious avtack from a woman whoso hardest 
work is  pushing Cards across a card tab le  and w ritin g  those breath- 
making b i t s  of * ton—cup' theology which aro welcomed by i t ' v as t 
army of our 'so c ia l  highbrows,"'

D istinc tions aro very odious to c e r ta in  types of minds with ce rta in  purpoe* s in  view,
J.0 ..hum, apparently, b ir th  control is  b ir th  con tro l, whether i t  bo p rac ticed  in
harmony with n a tu re 's  own laws, or through tho unreasonable and crim inal f ru s t r a t io n  
of tho laws of nature .

I t  i s  calumny against the C&thoXto Church to  say th a t  she sanctions or w i l l  ever
sanction b i r th  contro l in  th is  l e t t e r  sense, or th a t  eho has condemned b ir th  co n tro l 
in tho former sense.

And i t  i s  u t te r ly  untrue to say th a t  "there  is  no reason" why the, Catholic Church 
should attempt to  influ-moo le g is la to rs  against a r t i f if - in i  b i r th  co n tro l. L t
l ? ^ Du??,Brnrl'V.i00* into Son* 38» 10 fAn<1 shu w‘‘l l  find  a powerful r-uson in 

1 of Gou» ,;Vxn ^  Bho 4°os nob sue the p la in  argument from the n*.tur» 1 lrw»

1l;t' h°r  r )!f l ,f,ct thrvb» RHihough bank robbing might, in  indiv idual nr,one, o f f s e t
the uff-.cts of the depression, moot probably she h e rse lf  would not. conclude to  tho
goodness or a Iv ia a b il i ty  of robbing bands.


