
Two days le f t  in  U niversity  of Notre t ame Drop pledges into
Church Unity D rive, Religious B u lle tin  box a t Borin or D illon
Hand in  names I January ‘ 22, 1935 Pamphlet Rack*

"The Smart Thing To Do,"

In  IS32 nearly  1300 Notre Tame men signed the pledge in  response to  th is  and sim ilar 
appeals*

nA wise alumnus wrote in  h is  questionnaire:

,,fI  haven11 taken a d rink  since graduation* I t  was the smart th ing  to  do* To liv e  I 
must keep my head c le a r , and i t  keeps me out of tro u b le* 1

“Puritanism  reb e lled  against anything jo y fu l in  l i f e ,  because they regarded re lig io n  
as the hard, grinding serv ice  of an Awful God, Who was f i r s t  of a l l  an inexorable
Judge, and then -  perhaps * a Saviour of the  elect*.

“They did not reb e l against liquor a t f i r s t  * probably because liquor d idnft  make them 
p a r tic u la r ly  merry* Mien they saw th a t liquor made other people merry -  and when used 
in  moderation made them e a s ie r  to  get along with -  they cursed liquor as an ev il i n s e ,

“The Catholic Church had long preached to ta l  abstinence as w e ll as temperance* She 
did n o t, of course, condemn liquor as an e v il in  i t s e l f ;  on th e  con trary , she always 
taught th a t i t  was one of God’s c rea tu re s , and lik e  a l l  of them, subject to  abuse* 
Where the  abuses ex is ted , she taught th a t complete abstinence, from a v irtuous motive, 
combined two ex ce llen t ends: l )  I t  was a splendid penance, which could be offered fo r
onefs own or fo r anotherf s s in s ; and 2) I t  gave absolute p ro tec tio n  to those whose
h ered ita ry  t r a i t s  or environmental conditions pointed to  danger#

“The Catholic Church appealed to  the  w il l ;  fanaticism  appealed to  th e  law. The Church 
was making splendid headway w ith the pledge fo r to ta l  abstinence in  places where mines 
and fa c to r ie s  and sim ila r in d u s tr ia l  p ro jec ts  s tra in ed  men’s nerves and made alcohol a 
menace to  them; but her campaign fo r self-conquest was in te rru p ted  when fanaticism  got 
the upper hand. When the  law sa id , ,fThou sh a lt n o t,"  and sa id  i t  unreasonably, i t  be­
came roguish to  say, “Ju s t watch me/* Another amendment to  th e  C onstitu tion  had ju s t  
“emancipated11 women (whatever th a t means -  they seem to  have w ild ideas about i t s  mean­
ing themselves) and the  s i lv e r  f la sk  became p a rt of th e  “new woman’s11 equipage,

“C atholics have been s i l l y  enough to  follow  the mob #f swaggerers instead  of being 
themselves* There m s  some exeus#, lame though i t  was, fo r  th e  P u ritans; when the  
pendulum swings too f a r  in  one d irec tio n , i t  swings ju s t  as f a r  in  the other* Cath­
o lic s  had not th e ir  philosophy of the P uritan , so they had nothing in  th e i r  own h ea rts  
against which to  rfcbel* They followed su it  simply because they were smart enough to  
do Independent th ink ing ,

“Do you want to  s t a r t  something very sensible? Suppose two thousand Notre Dame 
students took the  pledge to  absta in  from in to x ica tin g  liq u o r; what e ffe c t do you 
th ink  th a t  would have on the boys and g ir ls  in  the Catholic grade schools of the 
country? You read th a t splendid le t te r  the other day from young Pat who ’hates g i r ls  
end lik e s  the Notre Dam* sp ir i t*  1 Don’t  you th ink  th a t  l i t t l e  Pat would get # new 
idea of what toughness means i f  he heard th a t  tw o-th irds of the  students a t  Notre Dime 
are o ff  liquor? l e t ’ s have your opinion, L etters on th is  po in t are now in  o rd er,11

What have Notre Beane men of 1938 to  say os the subject?
?5ARK5T"~ Deceased, Tonaignor John P* Uhidwick; uncle of Dr, TIcTIa! on and George Cannon 
(Alumni) ; mother of Harry Stillmon * 84* grandmother of Jot Z 'eG rn /(Badin ) ; grand­
father of Albert Caroy (B&din); friend of Vince Hartnett (I orris r y )  * 111, friend of
Andy McMahon; Joe Sullivan (St* 3d * a, ) ;  John Hackatt (S t, 3d * s *; ; B ill  Rankin (Morr *); 
Mr* Wring, fr ie n d  of Kastrangelo (D illon); aunt of Ban Firm (tyonr>)j grandmother of 
John Schneider (D illo n )f fr ien d  of Urn McNally (Lyens); paren ts of Joseph P# Burke 125* 
Sevan spec l&l i&tmtion# *


