Two days left in University of Notre Pame Drop pledges into
Church Unity Drive, Religious Bulletin box at Sorin or Dillon
Hend in nemes} January 22, 1935 Pamphlet Rack,

?The_Smart Tbing‘fc Do."

In 1932 nearly 1300 Notre Tame men signed the pledge in response to this and similar
appeals:

"A wise alumnus wrote in his questionnaire:

"1T haven't taken & drink since graduation. It was the smart thing to do, To live I
must keep my head clear, and it keeps me out of trouble,!

"Puritanism rebelled against anything joyful in life, because they regarded religion
as the hard, grinding service of an Awful God, Who was first of all an inexorable
Judge, and then - perhaps - a Saviour of the elect.

"They did no® rebel against liquor at first - probably because liguor didn't make them
particularly merry. W¥hen they saw that liquor made ather peowle merry - and when used
in moderation made them sasier to get along with - they cursed liquor as an evil in se,

"The Catholic Church had long preached total abatinence as well as temperance., She
did not, of course, gchdemn liguor as an evil in itself; on the contrary, she always
taught that it was one of God's cresaturss, and like all of them, subject to abuse,
Where the abuses existed, she taught that complete abstinencs, from a virtuous motive,
combined two excellent ends: 1) It was & splendid penance, which could be offered for
one's own or for anothert's sins; =mnd 2) It gave absolute protesction to those whose
hereditary traits or environmental conditions pointed to danger,

"The Cathelie Church appealed to the will; fanaticism appedled to the law. The Church
was making splendid headway with the pledge for tobal ebstinence in places where mines
and factories and similar industrial projects strained men's nerves and made alechol s
menace to them; but her campaipgn for self-conquest was interrupted when fanaticism got
the upper hand, When the law said, YThou shalt not," and said it wnreasonably, it be-
ceme rogulsh to say, "Just watch me,* Another amendment to the Constitution hed just
"emancipated" women {whatever that means ~ they seem to have wild ideas about its meane
ing themselves) and the silver flask became part of the "new women's" equipsage,

"Catholigs have been silly enough to follow the mob ¢f swaggerers instead of being
themselves, There was some excuss, lame though it was, for the Puritane; when the
pendulum swings too far in one direction, it swings Just as far in the other, Cath-
olics had mot their rhilosophy of the Puritan, so they had nething in their own hearts
against which to rebel, They followed suit simply beesuse they were smart enough to
do independent thinking,

"Do you want to start something very sensible? Suppose two thousand Notre Dame
students took tha pledge to abwskain from intoxicating liquors what effect do you
think that would have on the boys and girls in the Catholic grade schools of the
sountry? You read that splendid letter the other day from young Pat whe 'hates girls
and likes the Notre Dame spirite! DNom't you think that 1little Pat would get & new
jden of what toughness means if he heard that two~thirds of the studants at Notre Dame
are off liquor? Let's have your opinion, Letters on thiz point are now in order,"”

What have Notre Dame men of 1835 to say om the subject#

: Decensad, "onsignor John P, Chidwlcky unele of Dr, lelinlon and George Cannon
(Alxmni); mother of Harry Stillmon '24; grendmother of Joe MeGrarh {Fadin); grend-
father of Albert Carcy (Badin)s; friend of Vinece Hartnett (Jorrisrey), 111, friend of
Andy MoMshon; Joe Sulliven (5t, 3dts,); John Heckstt (St, Dd's.); FLll Rankin (Morr,);
Mr, Wring, friend of Mashrangelo (Dillon)j aunt of Ban Firn (Lyons)y prandmother of
John Schneidsr (Dillon)yg friend of Vim MoNally (Lysns); perente of Jmmph P, Burke t25,
Seven spsoial intemtions,




