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I n i t ia t iv e  and Self-R eliance,

L ife  has been isade too so ft fo r  many a college man. He has never f e l t  those p ecu lia r­
ly  hopeless hunger pains th a t come from empty pockets* The prospect of m ateria l com­
f o r t  and success i s  not so much a m atter of h is own ingenuity and plugging as i t  is  a 
worry to  " the  old man*"

Good old dad has always been too  good. And th a t  has a freezing  influence upon the  
w ells of thought and action  in  any son.

Frequently tho poor boy, lik e  the r ic h , muffs h is  chance fo r a college education. 
A fter someone pays h is  board and lodging and tu i t io n ,  ho soon begins to  s l ip  along 
w ith  the b a rest minimum of in te r e s t  and e f fo r t .

Because i t  rep resen ts  a mature kind of g ra titu d e , the following le t te r  m erits close 
a t te n t io n :

"Dear Uncles
"I was c e r ta in ly  surprised  and happy to  get your l e t t e r  t i l s  morning. I t  
makes me fe e l  g rea t to  know th a t I  can now go on and get a re a l fo reste r*  s 
education. You did a very wonderful good tu rn  to  me, and I c a n 't  thank you 
enough fo r your great kindness, I th ink  th a t th e re  r.ro quito a few young 
p- ople in th is  country who haw  you to  thank fo r  th e ir  success.
"This afternoon I wrote to  the  loading fo re s try  schools asking them fo r th e i r  
ca ta logs and whether I  could en ter as a sophomnro. Ju st as soon as I  hoar 
from tho  respective  deans and have made a thorough study of the s i tu a tio n ,
I  w il l  w rite  you,
"I would c e r ta in ly  appreciate  i t  a lo t  i f  you would get a few of the out­
standing p erio d ica ls  fo r me. Tho Journal of F orestry  and American F o rests  
,nd Forest Life are noted magazines. In order to  save you as much tro u b le  
s possib le  I w il l  order th o se , I  am having the  Forestry  Digest sent to  me

now. This is  a f in e  resume of fo re s try  news throughout the country. In
ad d itio n , I  receive monthly a l i s t  of a l l  new government b u l le t in s ; tho ones 
on fo re s try  I o rd er, I  am sending you a l i s t  of pamphlets and b u lle tin s  
which I  have co llec ted  during tho la s t  fiv e  yours, Tho reading of those has 
boon supplemented by newspapers, magazines and books which I do n~t mm.
"I was v-.-ry much in te re s ted  in  your mention of so If-dependence. That i s  one 
th in g  th a t  exceptit na lly  few people t ry  to  acqu ire . As I go through l i f o  I 
hear thousands of people on a l l  sides of mu cry ing , 'Come and help me* c-r 
*;hy should I do th a t ; I 'm  not supposed to  do i t * ' I f  a person wants to  learn
and get along by h ira o lf ,  he con do so. I have boon a lone wolf so to  speak
fo r many years, and I got lo ts  of things done. I  can do ton th ings alone 
while someone also  is  w aiting fo r help on one th in g . Lots of follows a t  
co llage condemn no because I don’t  loaf around the f r a te rn i ty  h -use wasting 
time playing cards or to l l in g  what they c a l l  jokes. But th e ir  shortsigh ted­
ness doesn 't bother no and nun r  w i l l ,
"I am f t  on reminded of what Edward Bnk said in  h is  autobiography. ho made 
the statement th a t  success was very easy to a t ta in  but th a t most po- plo w-ro 
too lazy to  take i t .  1 th ink  th ere  is  a lo t  of tru th  in th is  statem ent.
"Thanking you again fo r your w m dorful o f fe r , I  remain

"Very sin cere ly  your nephew,
R.L."

A ppreciation shown by independent thinking and ac tin g , by digging in —strange phenome­
non* ’.h a t  percentage of college men gather m a te ria l, road p e rio d ica ls , in  th e ir  
chosen f ie ld ?  how many college seniors have lw mod to  "do tun th ings clone while
8onouno e lse  is  w aiting f  >r help  on -no tl inf,"?
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