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The Irroverend Boyd^Barrott*

Thero arc few Catholic students who aro unfam iliar w ith h is  name. Most of you know 
th a t ho is  a p r ie s t ,  and was a mombor of the J e s u its ,  Those of you who may have read 
somo of h is  works know, to o , th a t he i s  in te l l ig e n t  and in te re s tin g .

You may, however, overlook th e  fa c t  th a t ,  as an au th o rity , something more than  in ­
te llig e n c e  is  requ ired .

Like V ill  Durant, Father Boyd-Bnrrott i s  a man of h a l f - t ru th s .  Moreover, he has an
ax to  grind*

he is  a d isg run tled  ana disappointed man; " d is il lu s io n c d ," he says. Because the  mem­
bers of h is  order have refused  to 'reco g n ize  h is  " ta le n ts ,"  he is  angry, ( i f  you wont
to  know anything about h is  tem per,  ask those who lived  with him p a tie n tly  fo r  twenty 
— nr s .)

That grudge ho c a rr ie s  over agnm st the  Church which recognizes h is  Order as a g lo r­
ious C hris tian  in s t i tu t io n .

Like many an aposta te  before him, Fr.ther Boyd-Barrett r id ic u le s  the Church, the  Jesu­
i t s ,  p r ie s ts  and nuns, by po in ting  out th e ir  weaknesses, th e i r  s in s , th e i r  fo ib le s .

Luther did the same th in g , Luther was a p r ie s t  and a r e l ig io u s , too , and, God knows, 
should have had lo ts  of f irs t-h a n d  inform ation.

The sad p a r t of i t  was, end i s ,  th a t  Luther and Boyd-Barrett f a i l  to  see in  them­
selves tho same d efec ts , or oven more g laring  onos.

In most of h is  w ritings Boyd-Borrott seeks to  arouse a s p i r i t  of animosity, a n a n t i ­
c le r ic a l  atmosphere. But wo know th a t  i f  Father Boyd-Barrett is  in  h is r ig h t mind 
(a  f a c t  which wo have reason, a t  tim os, to  doubt), ho docs nob want to  be too c lose ly  
in v estig a ted  h im self, ho say, w ith conviction , th a t  ho would not como o ff  w ith f ly ­
ing c o lo rs .

a recen t a r t i c l e ,  d iscussing  tho sociology of nunneries, ho t r e a ts  the Sisterhoods 
of tho Church i s  n scornful manner, T h a t's  p u ttin g  i t  l ig h tly . A curious th in g , 
however, happens in  tho a r t i c l e .  Ho con tinually  co n trad ic ts  h im self,

lie spooks of the degradation of womanhood when S is te rs  perform tho menial task s of 
preparing noals and making bods; and in  the same b rea th , describes as "snooty" the 
s is te r s  who w ill  not so degrade thornselves.

Ho accuses them of being monoy-grr.bbors, and a t the same time says th a t they do not 
make enough to  run th e i r  establishm ents e f f ic ie n t ly .

Ho quotes Cardinal O'Connell as p ra is in g  nuns for tho s a in tl in e s s  of th e ir  l iv e s , and 
yot as rebuking thorn for th o ir  meanness and uncontro lled  manias.

vfo aro not surprised th a t Father Boyd-Barrett w rites in  such n v e in , Vo expect i t  
(S to r  what has happened to  him* vihat doos su rp rise  u s- is  th a t  ho seoms to  th ink  th a t  
reasonable people aro going to  be convinced by such i l lo g ic a l  argumentation.

The day may eomo when th is  unfortunate p r ie s t  w ill  f in d  no one to  tor »,1 a t  h is  bed- 
s id e , and pray God fo r  h is so u l, oxcopt a S is to r of C harity . On th a t day, a t le a s t ,  
may ho bu ponitont enough to  disavow h is  gross un fa irnessI
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