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The Tenebrae i s  that portion o f the Divine O ffice ca lled  Matins and Lauds, which is
chanted with great solem nity on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday of Holy Look (The
term Tcmobrae is  derived from the Latin word, meaning darkness)#

Ho know d e f in ite ly  that most of the ceremonies performed by the oarly C hristians were
c d u h n t d  during the n igh t; for  i t  was only then that they could p ra ctise  th e ir
f a i t h ,  i-ith  the le a s t  danger. I t  is  stated  that "Tenebrae i s  in fa c t  the la s t  rem­
nant of Agapo, which was celebrated every evening, follow ed by prophecies, psalms, 
and in stru ctio n s, t i l l  a fte r  midnight; and then the E ucharist. The Church, however, 
recognized th a t , according to  the exigencies of modern tim es, such an arrangement 
would b_ inconvenient, and anxious th at her children should not loso so sp ir itu a l an 
aid in  so solemn a season—by a n tic ip a tio n  as i t  wore—i . e .  in  the evening of the day 
proviuus, in  order that they may participate*

I t  i s  not d e f in ite ly  known whon tho O ffice  of Tcnchrao (as wo now knew i t )  orig inated , 
but i t  carries us back to  tho timo whon bishops gathered th e ir  p r ie s ts  and deacons, 
together w ith tho f a i t h fu l ,  and chanted what wo now c a l l  Matins and Lauds* Tho 
lesson s from Joremias, in  the f i r s t  Nooturn, from tho Commentaries of S t . ^ugustine 
upon the Psalms in  tho Second, and from tho E p istles  of S t , Paul in  the th ird , arc 
the same as whon wo f i r s t  hw r of them In tho Eighth Century. Each of the d iv is io n s  
of th e  Office of tho Tenebrae i s  termed a Hoc turn, or n igh t  prayer* Each canonical 
hour i s  ended with tho  Miser ore and w ith the commemoration of Our Lord1 s Passion and 
Death* Tho Gl o r i a P a t r i  and* th e  To Doum arc expunged; and tho  whole e f f e c t  is  remi­
n is c e n t  o f  th e  desolation  of the  TJEurch during tho sorrowful days of Holy "cck*

The most remarkable f e a tu r e  of th e  Tenebrae is  a la rge  t r i a n g u la r  c a n d le s t ic k ,  known 
as "the Tenebrao h e a rse ,"  p laced  on the  E p istle  s ide  of the  a l t a r  on which arc placed 
f i f t e e n  cand les ,  seven on each s id e ,  which are of unbleached wax, and one a t  the  apex 
f  the tr ia n g le , which i s  of white wax* Before tho so -ca lled  Information in England 
he "hearso" was sometimes ca lled  tho "Judas," or the "Judas Cross."t

Y ari ms explanations are  o ffe red  by r u b r i c i s t s  f o r  the prosoneo of the hearse 
candles  during the 1 m o b ra e . .* .* Honorius GrHus ,  author of 0omna hnimao , , . soys th a t  
tho candles are arranged along the sid e  o f tho tr ia n g le  to  retiresent thL- la tr ia rch s  
".nd the Prophets who gavo to  tho world tho revelation  which they had received* This 
rev e la tio n  was im perfect, but as time wont on each Prophet appro acred near.r the  
tru th , making tho rev e la tio n  more p er fec t, and tending towards one p o in t, which was 
C hrist tho Messiah* ho, as the Orient from on High, was to  shed the booms f  His 
knowledge upon those minds which had been so long ensbr nded in  darkness* Just as 
th ese  lower candles wore extinguished, one at the end of oaoh psalm, so worv tho 
chosen on^s a fter  having %)rnclaimod the truth  about the Zudcomer, o--zisignoI t'» death, 
iK.ny of them by the very people whon they had instructed* Tho I "kite Cardie repre­
sents C hrist. At Lis death the world was darkened, but only for a t i r e .  Just as the 
Jhito car/llo i s  replaced in  the can d lestick , shedding I ts  b r i l l ia n t  ligh t in tho dark­
ness 'f the church, so C hrist, by His Resurrection, returns to  a world gr/wn d"rk by 
h is  hsenca* His return illum ined i t .  Unlike the Patriarchs and tho Prophets, Ho 
triumphed vor tho forces of death, "nd proved Ho was tf a ir  God*

Before tho ligh ted  candle i s  returned to  the triangular candlestick  at the »nd of the
Ten* brae, a sudden no ise  i s  male in  tho sanctuary, symbolical of the c u fu s i on of the
lin c ip lo s  of Our Lord, tho convulsion of nature at His ^cath, and as r signal for

bringing fo rth  the hidden candle and tho ligh tin g  of tho lamps In tho church*
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