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The Office of Tenebrae.

The Tenchrae is that portion of the Divine Office called Matins and Laudls, which is
chanted vith great solemmity on VVednesday, Thursday, and Friday of lioly tcok (The
torm Toenecbrae is derived from the Latin word, moaning darkness).

Ve knovr definitely that most of the ceremonies performed by the carly Christians were
coluhrated during the night; for it was only then that they could praectisc their
faith, with the loast danger. It is stated that "Toncbrae is in faect the lost rem-
nant of thu Agape, which was celebratoed every evening, followed by prophasics, psalms,
and instructions, %ill after midnight; and then the Duchrriet, The Churel, howover,
rﬂcnbnluud that, sccording to the exigencies of modern times, such an arrsngoment
would be incon nl,nt, and anxious that her children should not losec se gpiritual en
eid in so solemn ¢ scason--by anticipation as it werc--i,e. in the ovonlrg of the day
provious, in order that they may portieipate,

It is not doefinitely known whon the Office of Tenchrae (as we iﬁw'ﬁnUW'lf) or 1g1nsted
but it carries us back to the time when bishops gathored their priests and Ao
togather with the feithful, snd chanted whet we now enll MHatins snd Louds, Th@
lessons from Joremiss, in the first Nocturn, from the Cormentarics of St. .apustine
upon the Pselms in the Sceond, snd from the Ipistles of St, Paul in the t¥ird, are
the sane os when vie first hesr of them in the Dighth Contury. Zach of the “1v1sions
of the 0ffice of the Tencbrac is termed a Necturn, or night prayoer, Dock esnoniecl
wur is onded with the Mlsar“re @nd‘wm%h th“ copmenmorction of Our Lord's Passion and
Donthe Tho Gloria Patri and the To Dounm arc expunged; ond the whole offueet is romi-
niscent of the desnintion of the Church during the sorrowful days of holy “Teck,

t“d

The most remarkable feature of the Tenebrae is o lorge triangulsr candlestick, known
«g "the Tonebrac hearse," placod on the Epistle side of the alter on which sro pleced
fifteon erndles, sovon on ¢rch side, which are of wnhlenched woax, =nd nne ot the apex
£ the trisngle, which is of white wax, DBefore the so-eslled Lcformetion in Englend
the "hurnrse" vrs soretines called the "Judas," or the "Judss Cross,™

Vari ws cexplanationg arc offered by rubricists for the presence ﬁf the heorsse and
candles “uring the Tenebroc..sestflionarius Gellus, asuther of Comme /ninco.,..soys that
the cariles are arranged along the side of the triangle to re>rcuxnt the Pririarchs
«nd the Prophets who gave to the world the rovelantion which thgy hed reccived, This
rovelatisn wos impurfoeet, bub as time went on sach Prophet wcppreo-cked nerr:ir the
truth, meking the revelotion more perfeet, and tending tewnrds onu point, whiech was
Christ the liessink, Mo, as the Orient from on Ligh, wes o shed the buears £ Lis
kriowledgs upon those minds which had beon so long enskr wvled in derimesc,  Just ns
thease lowver cundles were extinguishod, one ot the onl of ceeh psrln, s wers the
chogon a5 wfboer heving procleimad the truth about the :udvamwr, ¢ nsgipnet ¥ deeth,
neny of trhem hy the very pesplo wihnn thoey had instruetod, Thoe Yhito Cinlle repro-
sents Christ, At Lis derth the worll wes derkence?, but only for o tire, Jdust ng the
Jhite errile is replrecd in the enrnllostiek, shedling, its brilli-nt ligkt in the dnrke
ngs of tre ehureh, & Christ, hy iLils Resurrcetion, returns 4o « werld preem Aerk by
e thsenee,  Iids ruburn 11lumine? it, Unlike the Patricrebs :nd the Proobasta, Lo
trivnphed vor the forees of deuth, nd provel Lo wes fioir Col.

Bufsre tho liphted coanedle is returnel to the frisnpulor condlustick nt the vnd of the
Torne bree, o suwllon nolse 1s mele in thoe senetuery, synbelie: 1 of the erfusi-n of the
fiseiples of Our Lord, the convulsion of nature ot His ‘coth, ot as ¢ osiynel for
brLW}RI forth the xallun erndle rnd the ¢Lglt1np of the Limpg in the chureh,
vl,(uxc,rptg fro rn article in the ive Marie, spr. 13, 1085, by Pe W, brome,)
g nBt bDoowesel, lienry G. Clirk, 14 sEulont; Willisn OfDonnells unele «f Lobert
ke (alurni); unels of Prof, boertholonears grunlmmthar af Coorps Lene (Ferricsey);
ot of B111 Thalen (alumni), I11, niovbher of AL Tuohy 1313 Pother of J. Vo313 Dnn
Loty £ethier of Jo Sulllvrng fother of Py Voltery Unele of Be enl P, Boyors B ints,




