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Youth and Chastity--II.

Imagination is the marvellous ability of the mind to teke pictures of everything we
see and experience, to combine and shuffle them and rccast them in comntless vari-
ations, leaving it to the reason and intellect to reach into this maze of mentrl
piletures and reduce them to order,

SJacilli of Immorality,

Imagination, and through it, your mind, is eecsily infectud by the bacilli of imnmo-
rolity spread and communicated by licentious and unprircipled pcople, not only in o
coarse and glaring form, but also in the subtler disguisos of books, novies, suso-
monts, ote., Against thesc bacilli, this cpidemic of immorality, our nain dufonce
must be the some as that cmployed against the doadliost smallpox or cholira--cleonli-
NUSSa

Where cholera brerks out, posters appesr immediately cverywhere worning the populnce
to exercise the greatest care about perssnal cleenliness, to use disinfoetonts, and

be careful in the soleetion and handling of food. In the same manmer, in thoe soul of
every youth I should like th hang up posters in flaming letiers, the rules of moral
purity: "Young man, bewnre of the bocilli which sprecd immor#&lity!" They are present
overywhero,

An inveding army aan‘b@“held up by tronches snd arms; swirling floods ean be cone |
trolled by throwing up dikes against them; but the epidemic of immerslity is stronger
than armies and fleods--the only dofence against it is purity,

"Yos, I must toke cara, But dmn't you realize whet o tepsy-turvy world we live in
nowndays?"--not o few sineorc young people mey remerk, UHow emn I toke orrc when I
om surroundod by a soa of temptations, ond cvery step only plunges me into new
difficultios?"

The justnoss of this terrible indictnment cheracterizos similor complaints »f mony
higheminded young men ngainst the sinful 1lifce of our leys., Tho acceusations are just,
Fevertholess, you must remain purel Amongst all the countless oppertunitiocs for
simning? Yes}

"Dut when thore is so nuch indocency in movies, so much frivolity lispleyed on the
stagel" Yho forces you to attend, or to remein at, such performences? "Bub when so
nony immodest dlsplays glars ot me from show windows :(nd vbvertiscuentsi"  tho forcos
you to look wb then?

"Bub when there rro such loads of smutty wiseereelis lizhed up in veudeville, over the
rodiod" Vho forces you to go thero, to listen to thum? M"uut whon oven friende today
are not so careful of nll this £ilthI" Vhy cssecirto with ruch follows?

Fodurn ways of life have driftoed far away frem the nodorel life, The movics, oxelbe
ing rocdings, dancsg, much sitbting indorrs «nd 1ittls physicnl cxortiom, spiley,
starehy food, rouse unruly ilesires in the ssfv el and merporod Hody ruesh eerlior and
gtrongor than in the 1ot who is choosy and watehi™l, whs 1lies ¢ ool mocsure of
physlerl work and livos a simpler and more noturel 1ifc.

The student espoeinlly heas to bo ropuler cbeut ' is physicil oxereise; he hrs to wotoh
0l prry consbrntly apsinst denperous ccocsions if ho is to stind his pround in the
battle for purity,
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