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Youth and C hastity—XI*

imagination i s  the marvellous a b i l i ty  of th e  mind to  take p ic tu re s  of everything we 
see and experience, to  combine and sh u ffle  them and re c a s t them in countless v a r i­
a tio n s , leaving i t  to  th e  reason and in te l l e c t  to  reach in to  th is  m so of mental 
p ic tu re s  and reduce them to  order*

B a c ill i  of Immorality*

it; in a t Ion, and through i t ,  your mind, i s  ea s ily  in fe c t od by the b a c i l l i  of immo­
r a l i t y  spread and communicated by lic en tio u s  and unprincip led  people, not only in a 
coarse and g laring  form, but a lso  in  the su b tle r d isgu ises of books, movies, amuse­
ments, etc* Against these b a c i l l i ,  th is  epidemic of im m orality, our main defence 
must be the scone as th a t  employed against the d ead liest smallpox or cholera-#cloanli, 
noss*

Whore cholera breaks ou t, posters appear immediately everywhere warning the populace 
to  exercise th e  g re a te s t care about personal c le a n lin e ss , to  use d is in fe c ta n ts , and 
be carefu l in  the- se lec tio n  and handling of food* In  the same manner, in the soul of 
every youth I  should lik e  tk  hang up posters in  flaming l e t t e r s ,  the ru le s  of moral 
p u rity : $tYoung man, beware of the b a c i l l i  which sprord im o rS lity l"  fh ty  are presen t
everywhere*

An invading army can bo held up by tranches and arms; sw irling  floods can bo con­
t r o l le d  by throwing up dikes against then ; but the epidemic of immorality is  stronger 
than armies and flo o d s—the only defence against i t  is  p u r i ty ,

l,Yos, I must take car a* But don11 you re a lis e  what a top s y - tu n y  world wo liv e  in 
nowadays?11—not a few sincere  young people may remark* nKow can I take cv-ro when 1 
am surrounded by a soa of tem ptations, and every stop only plunges mo in to  now 
d if f ic u l t ie s ? 11

The justness of th is  te r r ib le  indictm ent ch a rac te rizes  s im ila r  complaints '-f many 
high-minded young nett against the  s in fu l  l i f e  of our lays * The accusations are  just*  
N evertheless, you must remain puroj Amongst a l l  th e  countless opportunities fo r 
sinning? Yes I

"But when, there is  so much indecency in movies, so much frivo 11 ty  displayed on the 
stage 1 " % fhe forces you to attend, or "bo remain a t ,  such performances If "But when so 
many immodest displays glare at me from show windows ?. nd ; ivertisemonts 1" the forces 
you to  look ciib them?

"But when thero aro such loads of smutty wisecracks liehod up in  vaudeville;, over tho 
radi o I'* kho fore es you to  go there * to  l is te n  to  then? ** But when oven f r i  ends today
are not so careful of a l l  th is  f i lth $ asso c le to  with ruch follows?

Modern ways of l i f e  have drifted far away from th.^ n .iore 1 l if e *  Thu movius, ex c it­
ing readings, dances, much s it t in g  indorrs and l i t t l e  physical exortion, spicy, 
starchy food, reuse unruly lo s ire s  in  tho axfivnod and p; r.p^roC body i uah earlier and 
stronger than in th r  lad who i s  cheesy and watchful, wh ' d *os a .,nol mor.&ure of 
physical work and liv es  a simpler and more natural l i f e #

Tho student especia lly  has to bo regular about 11s physic f%l exercise; hv has to watch 
and pray constantly against dangerous occasions i f  ho i s  to  stand h is ground in  tho 
b a ttle  for purity*
TKKKRS: Deceased, aunt of Leo (Alumni) and Clement (Freshman) McPorlane; grandmcther 
of Pat Malloy* 111* f< ther of Jack butler; grandmother of John Boland* 6 $p* ints*


