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Some weeks ago the B u lle tin  to ld  o f  Van Yfallace, young Notre Dame man who has prayed 
and smiled through th ir teen  long years o f paralysis and disappointment. He w rites  
now to thank you for the le tte is  you have sent him and, above a l l ,  for  your prayers.

11 I 'v e  been pretty slow in  gettin g  around to  t e l l  you th at I have received a whole 
mass of le t te r s  and cards as a resu lt o f your mentioning me in  the B u lle tin , and 
to  thank you for having obtained the assurance o f so many prayers. There su rely  
were a lo t  o f them, m ostly coming from the campus, o f course, but many, too , from 
alumni and others $ p r ie s ts , students from other schools (both boys' and g i r l s ' 
sch o o ls), from seminarians, mothers of students—I was amazed at the wide c ircu ­
la tio n  of the B u lle tin . There are a lo t  of generous people on your m ailing l i s t .  
I t  i s  pretty  hard to  fin d  a way to  thank them a l l  adequately for so mahy prayers 
and good works. But you and they may be sure th a t I value them h ig h ly , even i f  
I can't fin d  words to  express m yself fu l ly .
"Prayer, you see , (as I have o ften  to ld  Father O'Hara) i s  the only medicine I 'v e  
had since I have been la id  up. The flocks of doctors who have seen me have been 
unable to  suggest evon a s in g le  treatm ent, other than to  " le t Nature take i t s  
course" 5 and who i s  there that would say prayer has not done a t lea s  I that much?
I think prayer has done more, and I appreciate accordingly—to  put the whole 
th ing m ild ly .
"I'm going to  w rite and thank a l l  those who signed names to  th o ir  le t t e r s ,  o f  
course; perhaps I won't do i t  so promptly, my system of typing by hook being 
what i t  i s ,  but eventually . That w il l  be simple enough. But the ones who ju s t  
sent an anonymous assurance of prayers and sympathy present a more d i f f ic u l t  
problem. I wonder i f  you could tuck a lin o  in  your B u lle tin , somo day when i t ’ s 
not too crowded, thanking them for me? I 'd  appreciate i t  a lo t .  But please use  
your own judgment about the whole m atter, and, above a l l ,  don’t  take evon a l i t ­
t l e  space from anything important. . . . .
"I want you to  know th a t I value those prayers—plen ty . And I want to  thank you 
a lo t ,  you and the students and the oth ers. (One o f them was Father Stedman, 
Director o f the Confraternity o f the Precious Blood, who enrolled  my name in  per­
petual membership. Another was "Sophomore", who reported th a t a t a "session"  
they had discussed your B u lletin  and me, and th at the members were remembering 
mo.) But such things are too b ig  to  thank with words—I hope you’l l  understand. 
Would you request prayers for an aunt o f mine who i s  dangerously i l l? "

l is t e n ,  Van, no B u lletin  reader expects you to  w rite a personal acknowledgment. I t  i s  
too much for you. But when you fo o l lik e  i t  w rite to  a l l  through the B u lle tin . We 
w ill  bo much honored to  uso your le t t e r s .  God bloss you, and pray .for us a l l .

Most Reverend P h ilip  B. MoDcvitt, R .I.F .

In the death of the Most Reverend Bishop of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, Notre Dame has 
lo s t  a sincere friend and most lo y a l supporter. I f  there was any one ch a ra cter istic  
which stood out in  Bishop McDovitt' s l i f e ,  i t  was h is  in tu rost in  C atholic education. 
And i f  thoro was any ono in s t itu t io n  which embodied h is  id e a ls ,  th at in s t itu t io n  was 
the U niversity of Notre Dame. Ho know Notre Dame and loved i t s  student body. Moro 
than most other people he sensed what was boing dono hero. And ho carried  that appre­
c ia tio n  in  the Catholic educational f io ld  which ho served eminently for  many years. 
„otro Dane owos a great dobt of gratitude to  Bishop McDovitt, and the student body 
shares in  that dobt. Wo bospoak your prayers for h is  noblo sou l.
P R A Y S R S i t'd'gUlfasod)unole o f  Martin O’Loughlin (Brownson), 111, fr ien d  o f  student^
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