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B elief.
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pf John.Parriah (dorii)*
Do ceased, Mrs * L, ^illson*

Our sun isi so large that is  some huge genie, greater than any dreamed of in The 
ablan Mights, could s i t  tee  1 de 11 and ladle worId upon world from i t s  moIten mas8, 
he'c'ou Id pour 3,000 wo rids 1 ike our ovm 1 nt o (3,000-mi le  mo Ids and s t i  11 not use up
one hundredth of the sun# Yet the sun, in  a universe of suns, i s  a very ord inary , 
middle-sized star#

The seemin r d r i f t  of m ist ii: our sky, which we c a ll  the  Milky Way $ is  a galaxy com­
posed of hundreds of m illio n s , perhaps a b i l l io n ,  of s t a r s , many ot them la rg e r than 
t h i $ oolo s sa l sun, And beyond our v ielon are other g a lak ie s , swarming In  new heavens, 
on and on# Gur great te lescopes reveal more than 50,000,000 g a lax ie s♦ Our deepest 
8 oundings o f  o pa o e f in  d no bottom# We have not reached the  lim it--an d  the  re  is  more 
beyond# What si ch&llonge to  him who i s  t i r e d  of h is skyI

There was a time when man could count the s ta rs  in the sky * He made p a tte rn s of 
them—p atte rn s of fate# Ho fo rec a s t h is  destiny  by them* Then the man of thought 
and fa ith  looked beyond h is narrow 3ky,agdf lo , he stood upon the threshold of a 
wider heaven#

I t  i s  so strange th a t  th is  immensity we have discovered has shaken the f  i i t h  of san* 
l e  have merely looked deeply and have found th a t there  i s  more than our old sky, th a t  
heaven is  too' vast for us to sound* I f  we look aright, we m y find new depths, too , 
in  the very b e lie fs  we question#

Once, a f te r  I had spoken of the  galax ies in  a public lo c tu ie , a woman came and asked,
our world is  so l i t t l e ,  and the  universe so g rea t, can wetbelieve th a t God pays

any a tte n tio n  to  us?" "That depends, madam, en tire ly  on how big a God you believe
in ,"  I said# Gbe went away sad ly , fo r she had hoped fo r  encouragement in  some so rt
of d is b e l ie f ,

In a l l  earnestness, le t  me grasp th is  opportunity to  beg a l l  of you who have any re­
lig io n  at a l l  to believe in a great God, and not in  a middle-sized one# So many of 
us'worry over child ish  questions such as whether Gel "has tit,# enough" to  be concern­
ed with our race or ourselves* Our Ideus of the u-iveroe have grown as we learned, 
even su p erfic ia lly , something of i t s  grandeur; but our relig ious conceptions have re- 
mained almost on the k indergarten le v e l, whore, more l ik e ly  tnun n o t, we lo f t  o ff 
studying the subject#

%  need not change our re lig io n —only understand i t  a l i t t l e  cotter* Religious 
a u th o ritie s—P rotestan t, C atholic, Jewish (ond, for th a t m attnr, l!oha%mudan)-#agrea, 
and have agreed for c e n tu rie s , in  be 1 lev in / in  a uoa who in f i  iho ly  transcend.- vho 
things th a t He has made# I f  we begin to understand, as sn tr itn a l adu lts, wh .t th is  
means, we sha ll no longer bo disturbed because these things are ma np /icont* ,*a »
instead, dome nearer to undorstaniiug what one of the most deeply rellT'.ou', of Gnglls) 
poets (Mrs# Brov^ing) meant when she wrote;

Thou Supreme A rtis t , w'~o, as sole return 
For all^the cosmic wonder of Thy work,
Demandost of us just a word, a name—
My Father*

(*"*& guest ed ito r ia l in American Ma/a%inu fur mb\;r, 13J5, 
by Dr* Henry Russell, noted astronomai' of ^riicetur- rsity*)

Science (when i t  moans knowledge) cannot lead men away from God* But "ocioncc when 
i t  means theory, or hunch, or guess, can help 'ivo face to  mcnt&d' and moral dd&mi*
erates# — Remember to make out your l i s t  of :*on-0atholio relatives and fr ien d ? for 
the Charon U'dty Ootavo. Every year t harc hav. baun 
cravers of students at H ot r o Dame * (111, K* C* L&tt inter (0*0 *) *
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