T1l, gzrandmother & aunt of

New missal supply arrived!l University of Notre Dane ,

Mass Yeds St. Paul the lst Religious Bulletin Tom Doody (Badin); brother
Hermit. Coll., p. 703 & of St. Janvary 14 ,1 3988 of John. Purrish (Sorin}s
Maurus, p. 1122, L, mmm——— Doccascd, Mrs. L. willson.

Belief.

OQur sun is so large that is some huge genie, greater than any dreamed of in The Are
abian Nights, could sit beside it and ladle world upon world from ius molten mass,
he ¢ouid pour 3,000 worlds like our own into 8,000-mile molds and still not use up
one hundredth of the sun., Yet the sun, in a universe of suns, is 2 very ordinary,

middle=-sized stare.

The seemin: drift of mist i:: our sky, which we call the Milky Way, is a galaxy com=
posed of lwndreds of millions, perhaps a billiion, of stars, many of them larger than
this colossal sun, And beyond our vision are other falakies, swarming in new heavens ,
on and on, Lur great telescopes reveal more than 50,000,000 galaxies, Our ceepest
soundings of space find no hottom. We have not reached the limit~=and there is more
beyonde ¥hat a challenge to him wbo is tired of his sky! §
There was a time when man could count the stars in the sky., He made patterns of
then~--patterns of fakte. Io Parecnst his destiny »v them. Then the man of thoughb
and faith looked heyond Lis narrow sky,amd; lo, he stood upon the threshold of a
wider heaven,

I% is so shrange that this immensity we have discoveled has shaken tho faith of man.
We have mercly looked deeply and have found thet there is more than our old sky, that
heaven is oo vast for us to sownd, If we look arizht, we may find new depths, too,
in the vory beliels ~re quesbion.

Once, after I had spoken of the galaxies in a public lesture, a woman came and asked,
97 our world is sc little, snd the universe so great, can we.belisve thab God pays
any attention to us?" "That depends, madam, entirely on how big & God you beliewe
in," I said, She went away sadly, for shs had hoped for encourazement in some sort
of disbeliel.

In all earnestncss, let me grasp this onportunity to beg all of you who have any re=-
ligiouw at all to believe in a greub God, and not in & middle-sized one, So many of
us worry over childish questions such as whether fol "Maz tdwe onomngh" Yo be concern-
6d with our race or ourselves. Our ides of the w:iverse have grown as we learned,
even suporficislly, something of its grandeur; but our reliziocus couteptions have re-
mained nlmost on the kindergarten level, where, mora likely fhan nob, we left off
studying the subject.

We nesd not chanze our religione-only uaderstand it a little hobters Religlious
asuthorities~-Protustant, Cathblie, Jewish (and, for thut matier, Frohammodan ) =es nrae,
end have axreel for centurdss, in believing in a God who infiritely troaseend. the
things that He has made. IT we begin to wderstand, a8 spirital adults, whot Lhis
means, we shzll no longer be disturbed bocause theso things are ma~yi Mleont,  sa say,
instend, aome noarst o wndoerstanding what ono of rhe most deenly relivious @f Suplisd
poets (Mro. Browaing) meant when she wrotc:

Thou Suprems Artist, wio, as sole remumn
¥or wll the coswic wonler af Thy work,
Damandast of us Jjust a word, a Aomow-~
“'aj}f F&t}l CY o
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Joience (when it means lmowlod-«e) cannot lewd wen away from God,  Bubk Mdeclonse” shen
1t meana “heory, or huach, or guess, oan help <ive face %o mentRd! amd moral depoile
srates, =-Romember to make out your list of non-Catholie relutives and Priand: for
tho Churoh Uaity Ostaves Evor -Aangtherq%hggphﬁqenuggﬁvarsiégﬁ‘uttribqﬁqﬁ to tae
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