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Common-Sense Judgment o f  Movies.

Richard Dana Skinner in  the C atholic  Educational Review giveg some c r i t e r i a  for judg- 
th e  indecency and immorality  o f  movies.

In any show there  i s  a "theme". And, i f  the  show has m e r i t , th e  theme can be se t  in  
the  form of question  and answer. The question  i s  u s u a l ly  the  problem put to  the main 
c h a ra c te r ;  the answer i s  the  manner in  which th e  main c h a ra c te r  solves the problem,

Watch the question  and the  answer i t  b r in g s .  I f  the  question  ra is e d  i s  o f  no moral 
consequence, the show, obv iously , from the p o in t  of view * f  theme, i s  unmoral. But 
i f  the  question  demands a sharp , courageous choice o f  r i g h t  over wrong, and i f  the 
answer comes cowardly, e v a s iv e ly ,  compromising!-/, on b r u t a l l y  and sensua l ly  on uhe 
s ide  o f  the  wrong—and t h i s  with the a u th o r 's  ev iden t  approval—the p lay  can be s e t  
down as f ra n k ly  immoral. The theme i s  of f i r s t  c o n s id e ra t io n  in  a sc e r ta in in g  the 
moral va lue  of a p lay .

The "p lo t"  i s  what gives th e  theme i t s  p a r t i c u l a r  circumstances of tim e, p lace ,  and 
c h a r a c t e r . P lo t  determines the  sequence i n  which the  s t e r y  i s  to ld ;  i t  narrows down 
the  theme to  a given, concre te  course of a c t io n .  As f a r  as moral values a re  concern­
ed , i t  i s  u sua lly  q u i te  n e u t r a l . But the  p lo t  has a g rea t  deal to  do with good t e s t e  
and decency. P lo t  may, fo r  example, devote an u n n e ce ssa r i ly  long time to  d e ta i le d  and 
r e a l i s t i c  p o r tra y a l  of s in  and crime, w ith  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  t e  anything e l s e .

F in a l ly ,  " trea tm en t" ,  which includes such m a tte rs  as the  p ro d u c e r 's  d e ta i le d  stage 
d i r e c t i o n s ,  d ia logue , e t c , ,  may s p o i l  a  show t h a t  i s  otherwise unob jec tionab le .  
thy  d ia logue and r isque  scen es , c a lc u la ted  to  b u i ld  up b o x -o ff ice  appea l , are the dan 
gers to  watch under th i s  heading.

Indecency, which u su a lly  appears in  p lo t  o r  t r e a tm e n t , may offend aga in s t  conventions 
and good t a s t e ,  or i t  may be u n co n d it io n a l ly  immoral i n  ruVfcire. S ty le  in  dress i l ­
l u s t r a t e s  the former type o f  indecency—in  IPCO, fo r  example, s k i r t s  even s l i g h t l y  
above the  ankles would have caused a mild sensaexon. Bun tne l a t t e r  kind o f  —..decen­
cy i s f a r  mere s e r io u s .  Long human experience d i c t a t e s  th a t  c e r t a in  though ts , words, 
and ac t io n s  cannot be indulged without pern ic ious  r e s u l t s .  Here i t  i s  ne t question 

grod t a s t e  cr  convention; i t  i s  a m a tte r  o f  moral r ig h t  and wrong.

*J e s t  C a ih - l i c s , from p r in c ip le s  o f  the penny Catechism, can judge i f  they  want t o ,  
-what i s  g.:cd or bad , providng they  take pa ins  to  d i s t in g u is h  i t  from the " a r t i s t i c "  
halo in  wide., i t  i s  o ften  p resen ted  in  the  movies. (But i t  takes  a d i f f e r e n t  kind o f  
" d i s t in c t io n "  to  make a man get up and walk o u t! )

Temperance.
S t .  Chrysostom, who graced the  ea r ly  p a r t  of the Fourth Century, was n i t  only a g rea t  
p re a c h e r , but a b r i l l i a n t  t e a c h e r ,  an e loquent o r a t o r ,  and a master ,.-f ross-r. and log­
i c .  He onco s ta te d  the t ru e  C h r is t ia n  p o s i t io n  on th e  question  o f drinks

"I. he■;r zany cry when thei e deplorable  excesses happens 'Would the re  w'-rc m  
wj.no.« 0 f o l ly  j 0 madness c l When o the r  men c in , you find f  n l 1: with th- g i f t s
o f  -loci. Do m t  find l&ulb with the wine, but w ith  the  in  unp. vrx.t.fi. And when
yr ”, ;;eis the aamo man who was drunk, sob or a .u in , approach him, dep ic t  to him
thv  j • nc.ni.ny r ' h is  conduct and say unto him; ‘nine was g iven to  us th a t  I t  may
prxiv.cn in  us a sweet jo y ,  not th a t  wo may dishonor o u rs e lv e s $ th e t  wo may laugh,
no t  th a t  wo may be the  laughing. stuck of o th e r s ; th a t  wo may enjoy h e a l th ,  not 
th a t  wo ray  i>u dis« used; th- t  i t  bo a remedy fo r  our bo d ily  weakness, no t to de­
p r iv e  the k a i l  of her s t r e n g th .  God honored you with the g i f t ;  why do yon d is ­
honor , o u rs e l f  w ith the excess th e re o f t


