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CommonwSenss Judgment of Movies.

Richard Dene Skinner in the Catholic Educational Review gives some criteria for judg-.
ing the indecency and immorality »f movies.

In eny show there is a "theme". And, if the show has merit, the theme can be set in
the form of question snd answer. The question is usually the problenm put to the main
character; the answer is the menner in which the main character solves the problem,

Watch the question and the answer it brings. If the question raised is of no moral
censequence, the show, ebviously, from the point of view ef theme, is wnmoral. But
if the guestlon demands & sharp, courageous chnice of right over wrong, and if the
answer comes cowardly, evasively, compromisingly, er brutally and sensually on the
side of the wroni--and this with the author's evident approval--the play can be set
down as frankly immorel. The theme is of first consideration in ascertaining the

moral value of a play.

Tre "plot" is what gives the theme its particular circumstantes of time, place, and
ocharscter. Flot determines the sequence in which the stery is told; it narrows down
the theme ts a given, concrete course of action. As far as moral vsiues are concern-
ed, it is usually quite neutral. But the plot has a great deal to do with gocd Teste
and decency. Plot may, for example, devcte an unnecessarily long tinme bo detailed and
realistic portrayal of sin and crime, with little attention te anything else.

Finally, "treatment", which includes such matters as the producer's detailed stage
directions, dialogue, etc., may speil a show thet is otherwise uncbjsctionable., Fil-
thy dialogue and risque scenes, calculated teo build up box-office appeal, are the dan-
gers to watsh under this heading.

Indecency, which usually appears in plet or treatment, may offend azainst conventions
and good taste, or it may be unconditionally immoral in nehtre. Siyle in dress il=-
lustrates the former type of indecency--in 1200, for example, skirts even slightly
above the ankles would have caused a mild sensscion. But the latter kind of indecen-
¢y is far mere serious. Long human experience dictates that certain thoughts, words,
end sotions cannct be indulged without pernicious results., Here it is net guestion
of grod taste cr convertion; it is a matbter of moral right and wronz.

Mest Crtheliss, from principles of the penny Catechism, can judpe 1 they want to,
what is gocd or bad, providng they take pains tc distinguish it from tho "artictic!
nals in whiel it is coften presented in the movies. (But it takes o 4ifferent kind of
"digtincticz! %o meke & man get up end walk oubtl)

Temperance .

3%, Chrysostem, who graced the early pert of the Fourth Cenitury, wes not nuly & great
reacher, Iub a brillient tescher, an sloguent crator, and a master oI resson and log-
in, He oneo skated the true Christisn pesition en the gusction of drinio
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 heur meny ery when these deplorable excesses happent  'Would there wore no
winoo' O folly, 0 madness) ihen other men cin, you find foult with th Pl
of 3ad. Do ok find fault with the wine, bub with the intenporrzees  And when
ven gee the seme men who was drunk, sobor e, win, approsch him, depiet Lo him

bhe ineminy of hic conduet and say unbo him:  ‘'wine was plven to us thal it may
produce Lious o sweet joy, not thal wo may dichonor surselves; Thot we mey Laugh,
sot thel we nuy be the laugh.ny, stoek of others; thet we mey cnjoy health, not
bhot wo noy bu Alscwsed; thet 16 be o remedy for ocur bedily weoknuos, not teo de-
prive the soul of her strengbth. Uod henered you with the pift; why do you A1
honcr [ curself with the oxcess theresfy !
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