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Important Don'ts*
(From previous B u lT etins*)

I# Donl t  confuse lu s t  w ith  love# Love i s  e s s e n t ia l  to  marriage* wanton lu s t  i s  i t s  
g re a te s t  enemy* Passion aroused^ but u n s a t i s f ie d ,  leads to  many of th e  physica l i l l s  
of woman and so degrades her moral sense t h a t  she is  incapab le  of i n s t i l l i n g  v i r tu e  
in to  h e r  c h i ld re n —i f  she has any. I t s  e f f e c t  on man is  to  make him coarse ' and l i ­
cen tious ( l ik e  those  who loudly guffaw in  the  dark a t  a suggestive  movie); i t  in ­
c l in e s  him to  insane jea lousy , suspecting  in  h is  w ife a continuance o f the  in c o n tin ­
ence th a t  marked t h e i r  c o u rtsh ip .

The world takes no account of the e v i ls  of c o u r tsh ip . These e v ils  a re  stock  jokes 
fo r  the  funny p ap ers* But n e i th e r  does th e  world s a n c t i fy  marriage as a Sacrament, 
nor does i t  hold you to  one wife u n t i l  d ea th . And n e i th e r  does the  world l i g h t  a 
candle or b rea the  a prayer a t  your g rave♦ The world knows a l l  about l u s t ,  very  l i t t l e  
about love .

2* Don ' t  marry a g i r l  to  reform her . In fa tu a t io n  may lead  you in to  t h i s  s tu p id  ex­
periment , but cold reason  argues* a g a in s t i t*  I t  d o e sn 't  work out* And d o n 't  run a-
round w ith  young widows, grass or sod. Leave widows' to  th e  widowers• Widows may 
make good wives, bu t they make fo o ls  out o f freshmen, and s t i l l  b igger foo ls  out of 
seniors*

3. D on't get m arried  u n le ss  as a ven tu re  in  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e *  Love is  love only when
i t  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  sac r i  f  i  ce . Se shne^ s^lci l l F  mo im f  riZge s than anything e l s e .
S a in t Joseph, the  model husband, was a p e r fe c t  exemplar o f u n se lf ish n e ss .  The Bles­
sed V irg in , h is  d iv in e ly  appointed spouse, was equally  a model of se lf - re n u n c ia tio n *  
P e rfe c t  s a c r i f i c e  and the  grace of God made the  Holy Family the  p e rfe c t  p a t te rn  of 
m arried l i fe *  C h ris t  ra ise d  m arriage to  a Sacrament because Be saw th e  sp e c ia l  needs 
t h a t  i t  c r e a te s •

4 . D on't rush  headlong in to  m arriage . I f  a  g i r l ,  h u r r ie s  you, suspect her motives* 
I f  you want to  rush  m arriage, suspect your own m otives. Emotion g en era lly  g ives the 
f i r s t  impulse to  love, but emotion must be checked by reason* Divorce courts  a re  
f u l l  o f th e  f r u i t s  o f  unchecked em otions. Emotions w i l l  b r in g  you to g e th e r  in  a hur­
ry ; i t  w on 't ho ld  you to g e th e r  f o r  long. Have your golden wedding in  mind when you 
p ick  your w ife .

5. Don't shun good counsel. Your f a th e r  knows a lo t  about m arriage. Take him in to  
your confidence# He knew how to  p ick  a good mother f o r  you, and ho w i l l  be ab le  to  
he lp  you p ick  a good w ife .

Your mother w i l l  give you te n  times more help* I t  takes  a woman to  s iz e  up a woman. 
I f ,  by i n tu i t i o n ,  she picks out an im portant flaw and says, "Thumbs down," b e t to r  l e t  
i t  be so*

Get the  judgment of your beat pal* Wien your own head la  swimming in  emotion, h is  
head, and eyes, remain c lear*  Ho may seo th in g s  t h a t  you y o u rs e lf  would only see a f ­
te rw ards .

6. And d o n 't  fo rg o t to  t r y  out h e r  cooking* A woman who c a n ' t  cook c a n ' t  run a 
house, c a n 't  even superin tend somebody ^ l s o 's  cooking. P lan to  savo your wifo from 
a l l  la b o rs ,  i f  yo” w i l l ,  bu t remombor, hv  o-.hold d u tie s  keep wives out of tro u b le s  
and keep thorn out o f t h e i r  husband’ s h a i r .  A good housekeeper is  no t f a r  removed 
from a good homoma k e r«
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