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Metamorphosis.
(Related, more or le s s ,  by a s tu d e n t .)

Strange th in g  happened to  me over the E aster ho lidays. One of my pals took me home 
with him. That i s n ' t  strange, understand, but what followed i s .  This p a l 's  quite a 
charac te r on the campus. Somehow I expected his family to  be p re tty  rough and ready,

We met h is  fa th e r  and mother and s i s t e r s ,  soon a f t e r  our a r r iv a l ,  in th e i r  liv ing  
room. I was frank ly  flabbergasted  a t  th e i r  g e n t i l i ty  and esp ec ia lly  a t  the beauty and 
grace of h is  s i s t e r s .  They completely disarmed me—I mean a l l  of them, fa th e r  and 
mother included—and I turned in  embarrassment to  my pal. How would he ac t in  th is  
ra re f ie d  environment?

Without warning, th e  Great Gent had completely changed—had sh if ted  the point of emis­
sion of speech to  the  middle o f h is mouth where i t  belongs; had dropped the  dese and 
dose and adopted a l l  the a i r s  of the co rrec t college gentleman home* fo r the  holidays. 
I t  was amazing.

I chuckled to  iryself—wait t i l l  we get to  the dining room. He c a n 't  keep i t  up th e re . 
At tab le  he sa t d i r e c t ly  opposite me, and I had every chance to  observe him. There 
was no lounging on the  elbows, no fussing  with g lasses or silverw are, no games under 
way with s a l t  or pepper c e l la r .

1 waited fo r h is  ghoulish sh riek  for se rv ice , bu t, on the contrary , I  heard him sneak­
ing doprecatingly , in  modulated tones, of the outlandish  pranks of his ro is te r in g  co l­
lege playmates. Instead  of lunging a t  the  food as i t  approached the ta b le , he never 
deigned to  n o tice . I t  was amazing.

I had often  seen him bang the  tab le  when his fav o rite  dish fa i le d  to  m atricu la te , 
such maneuver in  h is  own dining room. I watched the ro l ls  in te n t ly .  I t  is  an old 
t r i c k  oi h is  to  expropriate  an extra one and hide %t fo r fu ture  reference under his 
teacup. He u t te r ly  spurned th a t  in ju s t ic e .

sI thought he was reserv ing  his cup fo r  another strategem. Often ho f i l l s  h i 
g la ss , then , fo r reserve , h is  cup with an add itiona l supply of milk. Ho, he was 
s t r i c t l y  on the le v e l a t  h is  own faroboard.

F ina lly , when he him self a c tu a l ly  ot h is  hands on tho meat p la t te r ,  I looked for the 
c r i s i s .  He would pour gravy o ff  tho end or bust. But h is  very look a t me termed th a t  
outrageous. He was the well-mannered man through and through.

Since re tu rn ing  to  the  campus he and I have never discussed h is  metamorphosis. We p re­
fe r  to  leave i t  among the unmentionables. So f a r ,  a t  tab le  he has not reverted  to
e a r l ie r  type. Maybe i t  is  only because I  now know his family. I f  so, i t ' s  a p ity
th a t  a l l  on h is  ta b le  don 't  v i s i t  h is home* That t r i p  would do much to  rep a ir  his 
and h is  fam ily ’s bedraggled rep u ta tio n .

Memo For Friday.
— --a~- ■ ■ 1- j.- . ■ ....       .^ ^ 3 r  . . .  .. ,

F irs t  F riday. F i r s t  day of May. Mass, 6$25; Adoration a l l  Jay. Hymns a t  Grotto a f ­
te r  supper. Coenir. of May devotions 7 and 7:30 ( Burnous by Fit lo rL ahey .)
NO., THAT tho primaries are over, how about ye p o l i t i  ci-m-, f i l l  I r  out a questionnaire? 
More than 200 are needed by tho  end of the  week.
PRAYER!: (deceased) fa th e r  of Joe G ilc h r is t ,  or '38$ friend of B il l  Horan; Mr. Frank
McBride; grandfather of Joe Ratigac. (Corin); u n d o  of Prof. James Corbett; f i r s t  an­
n iversary  of Mr. W illiam Donahue; friend of a studen t. I l l ,  s i s t e r  of Prof. James 
Corbett; aunt of P ro f. Paul B’enlon; aunt of Jack L iley (D illon); Thomas Mulsh, s i s t e r
of L is te r  Gather!n, Carmelite, k i l le d  in  an auto accident and fo r seriously  injured 
w ife • 1


