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A L e tte r  About Spain.
(Already Sent to  the  London Sp e c ta to r*)

W± 11 you a How me to  r e g is te  r  a  be la ted  and f r ie n d  ly  p ro tes  t  a g a in s t  your e d i t o r i a l  
comments on Mr, lone * at l e t t e  r  in  your i  a sue of October 2nd ? I  am s t a r t  led  by your 
assumption th a t  Communist a t r o o l t i e s  a re  not d ire c te d  a g a in s t  C h r is t ia n ity  as such 
but only ag a in s t "the dominant Churches in  the  two oountries  * mainly on account of
t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c ia l  a t t i t u d e . "
I have ju s t  seen in  South Bend a f ilm  d e p ic tin g  th e  t i t h e  war in  England, I f  as a 
p ro te s t  a g a in s t the  exac tions  o f  the  Anglican Church, Anglican clergy  were c ru c if ie d  
and Angli can nuns bu rn t a l i v e , you would n o t a t t r i  bute th#s e exuberances to  l e f t  wing
idea lism . And su re ly  you must be aware o f  the  f a c t  th a t  Communism is  committed to  a 
ru th le s s  war on C h r is t ia n i ty  in  a l l  i t s  forms, Roman C atholicism  was not dominant in  
Rus s ia  nor res pons ib le  f o r  Ozari sm, y e t  th e  Catholic Mens ignor Rudki e%c z was executed 
be cause he refused  to  stop teach in g  the  C h ris tian  r e l ig io n ,  "As fo r  your r e l ig io n ,"  
sa id  the  p ro secu to r, "I s p i t  on i t ,  as I s p i t  on a l l  r e l ig io n s ,"  B ap tis ts  in  Russia 
did no t escape the  p e rsecu tio n  which has a l l  cut b lo t te d  out the  Orthodox Church,
Most Anglicans claim  to  belong to  the  C atholic  Church, and some, thank God, bear in
th e i r  h e a r ts  the s tigm ata  of th e  wounds which are  being in f l i c t e d  on the Church in  
Spain, But tho re  are  o thers  who in s t in c t iv e ly  sympathize w ith every a t ta c k  upon th a t  
Church, which, on t h e i r  own th e o ry , they  should regard as a branch of the  Church to  
which they  belong* To belong to  the  C atholic  fam ily is  to  remember th a t  the  Church 
has i t s  human s id e ,  and to  r e a l i z e  t h a t ,  though r ic h  C atho lics  in  Spain, l ik e  r ic h e r  
P ro te s ta n ts  in  England, have acquiesced too  e a s i ly  in an u n fa ir  d is t r ib u t io n  of wealth, 
we should not smugly c r i t i c i z e  our Mother when she i s  th e  v ic tim  of a murderous as­
s a u l t ,  C atholics who have trodden  th e  Via Dolorosa of Spanish Calvary have helped 
to  atone by t h e i r  s u f f e r in g s ,  no t only fo r  t h e i r  s in s ,  bu t fo r  ours . To belong to  
the  C atholic  fam ily i s  to  s h a re , no t Only in  th e  m erits  o f th e  C atholic  s a i n t s , but 
in  the  penances of th e  C atho lic  s in n e r s , to  say "mea culpa" fo r  CatholSc s in s ,  and 
n o t ,  as i s  the h a b it  of those  who boar th e  Catholic name, "tua  cu lpa."
Spain C h ris tian ized  and c iv i l i z e d  the  American continent* But fo r  Spain the  M editer­
ranean would today , pe rhaps , be a Moslem lak e , But fo r  Spain, Europe might tomorrow 
be a province of A th e is t ic  Russia* Deo grati&s fo r  the Dons I
You claim  th a t  a t r o c i t i e s  have been committed on both s id e s ,  But su re ly  th e re  i s  a 
world of d iffe re n ce  between th e  shooting of combatants as a r e p r i s a l  fo r  b e s t i a l  hor­
ro r s ,  and the a t ta c k s  on d e fen se le ss  p r i e s t s  and nuns, Mr* Mason, American c o rre ­
spondent of the  New York Times, describes  the  f ind ing  of a  c ru c if ie d  p r ie s t  and of a
nun whose face had been s lash ed  by a kn ife ,, and of many o th e r  corpses of runs who had
been murdered,* ,* ,
Your readers  may have mis steel an in c id e n t  which m s  not genera l ly  reported  in  the  Brib* 
ish  pro 6 a; * Co lone 1 Mas oardo, Commandant o f  the  A lcazar, spoke on tho t e  lephone to  h i  s 
son who was the  p r iso n e r  of the  Reds, and whose l i f e  was o ffe red  by the Reds in  ex­
change fo r  the  su rren d er of th e  Alcazar* The Colonel ordered him to  die 11 ko a hero $ 
Which ho d id , A few c e n tu r ie s  e a r l i e r  e Moorish General attem pted to  secure the  su r­
render o f h is  opponent by a s im ila r  t h r o a t .  And when th e  t h r e a t  f a i le d ,  Iho Moor 
spared th e  son o f h i s ch iva lrous  opponent* I  <3 ommend t h i  s h is  to  r i c  precedent i o the 
Bi a hop of Wincbe s te  r  and to  a  11 thos o vjL ctlms of r a c i a l  pre jud ioe  who prof os a to  bo 
shocked by the a l l ia n c e  of 23p&niards and floors ag a in s t A s ia t ic  Atheism*
1 ho power to  provoke h a tred  i s  * as Chr l e t  prophesled* a note o f th e  Church* Nobody 
oou Id ha to  tho  Bi shop of Winohe s to r  or tho  Church to  whl ch ho bo longs * T1 i&t tho Cath- 
o l ic  Church a t i  11 fins;pi res h a tre d  i s  proved not only by tlto b o s t la  1 outrages of tho 
Spanish Oommunieta b u t  by th e  lukewarm a t t i t u d e  of the  B ritl# b  Pross to  the g roa t op- 
31 c o f th e  A lcazar+
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