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Science and Miracle
By Arnold Luna,

Quostion VII. Surely science has disproved the poas 1 b i l i t y  of miraolea .

Answer# A few years ago I chal lenged the skepti os who were pre sent at a di s cus s i  on 
to  name any Cathol ic  be l i e f  which had been refuted by science * Somebody mentioned 
the Resurrection* Now even in  the unenlightened period before ascientlata discovered  
th at 21 va lid  argument can be based on a m issing lin k , i t  was w idely suspeoted that a 
dead body u su a lly  remaine d in  the co ffin  in  which i t  bad been placod. Soienco, so 
far from disproving m iracles, helps to  prove them, for i t  is  preoise ly  beeause 23cience  
teachost that certa in  e f fe c ts  always folIcvr certain  oausos th at we are encouraged to  
suspect the introduction of a new factor when the normal e f fo o t  i s  modifiod. A doad 
body, says Scionco, does not recover of i t s o I f  the power o f s e l f  motion# Agreed, and 
the r e f o re whon wo di s oover that *.dcad body has recovo 1*0 d th at power wo do not as sumo 
that Science lias lei: us desm* Wo know some now fa cto r  has modified tho o f foe t which 
Science only prodictod. Tho operative) words are, o f course, *of i t s e l f  % Science 
doos not pretend to  pred ict tho action  of a doad body to  which God restores tho power 
of l i f e .

An apple fa l l in g  f re e ly  from the  t r e e  w il l  h it  tho  ground* Science toaohos th o ro fo re  
th a t  nhc cau se , anplo f a l l i n g  f r e e ly ,  w i l l  be followed by th e  e f f e c t ,  apple s t r id e s
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ground* But i f  I  s t r e tc h  out my hand and in te rc e p t  the  a p p le , a new fa c to r  i s  in b ro - 
duced, and the apple does not reach the  ground* The normal e f f e c t  of gravity has 
been modified by human w ill*  but th e  law of g rav ity  i s  no t v io la ted*  P e te r  de Rudder 
walked in to  th e  shrine o f Our Lady of Lourdes a t  Oostacker with a broken leg  which 
had never united . Science leads us to  b e liev e  th a t  a broken leg does n o t u n ite  in ­
s tan taneously  un less  n a tu ra l  causes are modified by some f a c to r  which Science has n o t 
y e t  analyzed. De Rudder walked out w ith  h is  bones united* lie do not say th a t  sc ien ­
t i f i c  laws have been v io la te d .  Tie recognize th a t  a new f a c to r ,  the  d iv ine  w i l l ,  has 
modified the  normal e f f e c ts  of n a tu ra l  law* "The in te r fe re n c e  of human w i l l , " sa id  
John S tu a r t  M il l ,  "with th e  course of Nature i s  no t an exception  to  law; and by the  
same ru le  in te r fe re n c e  by the  d ivine w il l  would no t be an exception  e i t h e r . "

!J.B* The C atho lic  should memorize th e  d e ta i l s  of some of th e  more im portant modern 
m irac les . The modem world is  in c re a s in g ly  in te re s te d  in  th e  supernatura l*  I f  you 
run out o f  subjects of conversation at your next dance, try  your partner* e ith er  with  
m iracles or w ith Psychical Research* I f  you*re a g i r l ,  h e*11 ask you for the nexb 
danoe, and i f  you*re a man, sh e* ll cut the next dance and give i t  to  you* But yoi 
must know your fa c ts . The Catholic Truth Society publishes an ex ce llen t pamphlcb on 
the do Rudder m iracle. Modem s c ie n t is t s  are beginning to  accept contain m iracles 
as proved. Thus Professor Haldane in  our correspondence "accepted the cure of Peter  
de Rudder as possib ly  true" (page 209), and Professor A lex is Carrel of tho Rockefel­
le r  In stitu te  accepts not only m iracles but tho b e l ie f  that they are caused by prayer 
(Man Tho Unknown)# Haldane, of course, w hile in c lin ed  to  accept tho fa c ts , denies 
our explanation, and that brings me to
Question VIII* How do you know th at these m iracles w i l l  not be explained some day by 
Science?__

.At the request of the S.A .C ., thoro T all be a Mass for tho team
Saturday morning* 6:25, main church* This tim e, for sure, everybody out!
CORRECTION: Cl&uno in 13th sentence of paragraph 3 in  October 20 B u lletin  should
rjnd, "us is  tho habit o f too many of those who boar tho C atholic name, e tc ."  
MKMORAND/./""Go to  Father G iilis't looturo a t 8 ton ight in  Washington H all; h is  sub­
j e c t : "Faith A fter a Century of Science".
PRAYERE: (deceased) a is to r  of Arthur Davis (Morr*); mother o f friend of Jerry Dono­
van (lit# «Jd*s); father o f Sr* Agnes Alma, Newburgh, N*Y*; Monsignor Rupert, Uelnbos* 
Ohio; mother of Dr* Robert Roach, *31; grandfather o f Bartholomew 0*Tool^ (Morr.); 
mother of Joso^h P . , *26, and Thomas A *,*26, Burke; Mr# Thomas D illon , grandfather o f  
John MoGoo/i.G.C.; father of EdBoOonn, old student* 111, aunt o f Charlie (Di l l* )  
and Diok (F resh .) Metsger; friend o f Mike Scully (Alum*); Paul Nowak (How*)*


