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Scmence and Miracles.
By Arnold Lunn.

Question VIT. Surely science has disproved the possibility of miracles.

Answer. A few years ago I challenged the skepties who were preoent at a discussion
to name any Catholiec belief which had been refuted by science., Somebody mentioned
the Resurrection. Now even in the unenlightened period bofore scientists discovered
that a valid argument can be based on a missing link, it was widely suspected that a
dead body usually remained in the coffin in which it had been placed. Science, so
far from disproving miracles, helps to prove them, for it is precisely because Science
teaches that cortain effects always follow certain causes that we are encouraged to
suspect the introduction of a new factor when the normal eifect is modificd. A doad
body, says balewee, does not recover of itsclf the powor of sclf motione Agrecd, and
therefore whon woe discover thatwmdead body has recovered tuat power wo do ﬂot agsume
that SGl@ﬂGQ has let us dowm. We know some now factor has modified the offect which
Seicnec only predicteds. The operative words are, of coursce, ‘of itselft!, Seciencoe
does not prctend to prediet the action of a dead body to which God restorcs the power
of life. '

An apple falling freocly from the tree will hit the ground. Selunce toachos thorofors
that tho cuusc, arple falling frooly, will be followed by the offect, apple ﬁ*rgﬁgg
ground. But 1f'I stroteh Dut my hand and intercopt tho applc, a maw’factor is intro=-
duced, and the apple does not reach the ground. The normal effect of gravity has

been modified by human will, but the law of gravity is not violated. Peter de Rudder
walked into the shrine of Cur lady of Lourdes at Oostacker with a broken leg which
had never united. Sclence leads us to believe that a broken ley does not unite in-
stantaneously unless natural causes arg modified by some factor which Scionce has not
yet analyzed. De Rudder walked out with his bones united. Ve do not say that scien=
tific laws have been violated. Ve recognize that a new factor, thoe divine will, has
modified the normal effects of natural law., "The interference of human will," said
John Stuart Mill, "with the course of Nature is not an exception to law; and by the
same rule intorferesnce by the divine will would not be an exception eithor.™

N.B. The Catholic should memorize the details of some of the more important modern
miracles., The modern world is increasingly interested in the supernatural. If you
run out of subjects of conversation at your next dance, try your rartner, either with
miracles or with Psychical Research. If you're a girl, he'll ask you for the next
dance, snd if you're & man, she'll cut the next dance and give it to you. But vou
must know your facts. The Catholic Truth Sceiety publishes an exccllent pamphlet on
the do Rudder miracle. Modern scientists are beginning to accept certain miracles

as proved. Thus Professor Haldane in our correspondence "accepted the curc of Potor
de Rudder =8 possibly true" (page 209), and Professor Alexis Carrel of the Roekefol-
ler Inctitute accepbs not only miracles bub the belief that they sre caused by pruyer

(Man The Talmown)s Haldane, of course, while inclined to accept the Pacts, deuics
our cexplanstion, and that hrings me to
Question VIIT. How do you know that these miracles will not be explained soue doy by
Scionee?
eiesensansrnsesse At the requost of the S.4.C., there will be a Mass for the Heanm
cuburday morning, 6:25, main church. This time, for sure, Qvurybpﬁ# out!
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