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Did The D iscip les S teal The Body?
By Arnold Luhn.

Question XI. l h a t  i s  the answer to  the theory th a t  the d isc ip le s  s to le  the body of 
Jesus from th e  tomb?

Answer • I f  th e  d isc ip le s  had sto len  the body of Our Lori they  would have known th a t 
He KacTnot r is e n  from the dead. Is  i t  conceivable th a t eleven men would enter in to  a 
conspiracy to  f o i s t  upon the world a monstrous and superfluous lie*  when the only con­
sequence of ly in g  was in ev itab le  martyrdom? Men w il l  l ie  to  gain power or to  s te a l  
or to  seduce, but men do not l i e  merely to  in v ite  persecu tion .

We are  always in  danger of reading our own views in to  the p a s t. Remember, the Apostles 
were converts to  C h r is tia n ity , not born C atho lics, And th e i r  conversion cost them, 
not only th e i r  l iv e s ,  but a breach w ith th em  fr ie n d s , r e la t io n s , and church, The 
break with Judaism meant as much to  them as the break with Catholicism  would mean uo
a convinced C a th o lic .

The b e l ie f  in  th e  R esurrection had to  be adamantine in  i t s  strength  to  transform  th is  
heterogeneous c o lle c tio n  of peasants from converts in to  flaming apostles of the new
f a i t h .

Did Joseph of Arimathea Take The Body?

Question X II. Well perhaps Joseph of Arimathea removed the  body from the tomb.

Answer. This i s  one of the fa n ta s tic  a lte rn a tiv e s  invented by skeptics yin extrem is. 
Those who p re fe r  f ic t io n  to  f a c t  should a t  le a s t t r y  to  make th e ir  f ic t io n  p lau s ib le . 
We C h ris tian s base our views on documents and on f a c ts .  The modernist fe e ls  under no 
such n ec e ss ity . "The Empty Tomb,11 w rites th a t eminent modernist Professor Kirsopp 
Lake, " is  fo r  us d o c tr in a lly  in d efin ab le ."  I  do admire the simple f a i th  of those 
m odernists. M iracles don’t  happen, and any explanation must be accepted ra th er than a
miraculous exp lanation .

Modernism might be defined as a breezy contempt fo r  the old-fashioned notion th a t 
th e o rie s  must be supported w ith evidence. No evidence has ever been produced fo r  the 
Joseph of Arimathea myth. And no modernist has ever thought i t  necessary to  suggest 
any motive which could induce Joseph of Arimathea to  connive in  a frau d , the only re ­
s u l t  of which could be the  su b s titu tio n  of an u p s ta rt re lig io n  re s tin g  on an i l lu s io n  
fo r  th a t  Judaism to  which Joseph of Arimathea was profoundly a ttached ,

I  can imagine Joseph of Arimathea deserting  Judaism to  worship a Risen C h rist, but I 
cannot begin to  understand why he should desire  to  supplant Judaism by the ’worship of 
a Fanatic  who had f a i le d .

I t  i s  not necessary  fo r the C hristian  to  re fu te  every fa n ta s t ic  a l te rn a tiv e , fo r  which 
no evidence i s  produced. Even f ic t io n  has i t s  r a t io  of p la u s ib i l i ty .

Question X III, I s  i t  not possib le  th a t the  b e lie f  in  the R esurrection o rig inated  in  
mass' h a llu c in a tio n ?

Left in  November; IS Days,

Do you fo a l sad when you unconsciously hu rt a c lo se  friend? Can you then consciously 
s l ig h t  a loved one in  Purgatory? Friohds in Purgatory are unspeakably g ra te fu l fo r 
prayer r , an! e sp e c ia lly  fo r Masses and Holy Communions. Make up fo r your thought lo ss -
nee 'i th e re  la s t  th ir te e n  days of November,
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