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But Maybe Jesus Was Hot God.
By Arnold Lunn.

Question XVI. Even i f  we admit th a t Jesus rose from th e  dead, we need not accqpt the  
C h ris tian  theory th a t  he was God. There is  good evidence fo r some psychical phenomena. 
Jesus may have been a super-medium.

Answer. The super-medium theory is  th e  most p lau s ib le , indeed the  only p lausib le  a l -  
te rn a t iv e , but i t  breaks down on the  fa c t th a t  the  R esurrection was a m iracle which 
t e s t i f i e d  to  a claim , Our Lord's claim  to  be God.

How th e  re su rrec tio n  could not have taken place without the  cooperation of God, and 
i t  is  inconceivable th a t  God would have cooperated with an imposter to  endorse by a 
m iracle a fa ls e  claim  to  d iv in ity .

Maybe Jesus D idn 't Claim To Be God.

Question XVII. How do you know th a t  Jesus did claim to  be God? For you cannot expect 
us to  accept the  Fourth Gospel as h is to r ic a l . '

Answer. Why not? There has never been an e ffe c tiv e  rep ly  to  Salmon's defense of th e  
H is to r ic ity  of the  Fourth Gospel and recent research  has c e r ta in ly  strengthened the  
case fo r  the t r a d i t io n a l  authorship. But we need not re ly  exclusively  on th e  Fourth 
Gospel to  prove th a t  Jesus claims to  be God.

Ho mere prophet, claim ing to  be nothing more than  an in sp ired  leader of men, could 
say

"Whosoever th ere fo re  sh a ll confess me before men, him w ill  I  confess a lso  
before my Father which is  in  heaven.. . .  .He th a t r e c e iv e #  me re c e iv e #  him 
th a t  sent me," (S t. Matthew X. 32, 40 .)

And only one who was e ith e r  God or a deluded l u n a t i c  would have u tte red  those tremen­
dous words "A ll power is  given unto me in  heaven and in  e a r th  Lo, I am w ith you
always even unto the end of the w orld .”

Or again , "Ho man knoweth who the Son is  but th e  F ather; and who the  Father i s ,  but 
the  Son/' (S t. Luke, x. 22.)

The synoptics agreed th a t  Jesus claimed th a t  a l l  nations should be gathered before him 
on th e  Judgment Day and th a t  he would s i t  on the  throne of glory and pronounce judg­
ment on them. I t  was indeed Jesus* persis tence  in  th is  claim to  the  end which was 
responsib le fo r h is  condemnation.

The case th e re fo re  stands th u s. Jesus claimed to  be the Son of God, and rose from the  
dead to  prove th a t  claim . The R esurrection was perm itted by God as the supreme c re ­
d e n tia l fo r Our Lord's divine claim,
T^ien^anW fll, I  concede th a t  the  evidence fo r the R esurrection is  p lau s ib le , but i s  
i s n ' t  i t  re a lly  ra th e r  absurd to  expect us to  believe in  th is  s to ry  of a G alilean Jew 
who proved him self to  be God by r is in g  from the dead? Hothing less  than coercive evi­
dence would serve to  e s tab lish  so tremendous and so fa n ta s tic  a claim .
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The Devi1* s Two Ruega *

Ruse Ho. 1: "Try th is  s in  ju s t  once. I f  you fin d  th a t i t  makes you wretched, why 
q u it i t . "  Ruse No. 2; "There is  no use try in g  nor; you simply oannot q u it sinn ing .
PRAYERS: (deceased) Mrs, G. Allan Hancock, Los Angeles. I l l ,  mother of Ralph Cardin­
a l  (Alum.); f r ie n d  of Ray Sohleok (M orr.). One special in ten tio n .


