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The Magi brought g i f t s  on 
" L i t t le  Christmas" and saw 
Jesu s, You?

One Big Resolution

Yes, yes , your reso lu tions,' you’re  back w ith them,

H ere's B illy  Skidheel. Good old B illy , He frowned seriously  once or twice on New 
Y ear's Ewe,' then made gobs of re so lu tio n s . Before exam-time he may break a l l  of them. 
Ah, B illy , w here's your s tic k - to - it- iv e n e ss?

A rtie Sourchin, A rtie ’ s too wise to  f a l l  fo r  the re so lu tio n  bunk. A r tie 's  growing up 
unconsciously lik e  a w ild oak or a weed. Things'11 work out o .k , by themselves, says
A rtie , Resolutions are an awful bo ther, Why is  A rtie  a d r if te r?

And Hermie Windears. He lunged sentim entally a t  a reso lu tio n  or two as the b e lls  
pealed, as the horns screeched, as folks shrieked at m idnight. Later in  the a.m. of 
January 1st Hermie forgot th a t  reso lu tions are made on New Y ear's to  be kept the r e s t  
of the year.

Here together again in  th is  moral laboratory , l e t 's  consider; th e re 's  a science to
making re so lu tio n s , and an a r t  to  keeping them.

The science is  to  s t a r t  with very few, with only one l e t 's  say, with a s t r a te g ic ,
"key" reso lu tio n  th a t  has p lenty  of motives behind i t ,  What about th is  one th a t you 
should begin tomorrow morning, fe a s t  of L i t t le  Christmas;

I  w ill  keep my soul always in the s ta te  of grace by going to  Mass and Holy 
Communion every morning th a t I  am a t Notre Dame.

I s n 't  i t ,  now, a "key" resolu tion? Through i t  you w ill  l iv e  and work, not on your 
own energy alone, bu t by and in  God's grace. Every l i t t l e  th in g  th a t you do w ill  
count fo r  a r ic h  reward in  e te rn i ty . I f  you d ie  y o u 'l l  be ready to  go as a chosen 
one of God.

More motives? Every Wednesday ( f t .  Joseph's day) you can o ffe r up fo r your fa th e r ; 
every Saturday (Our Lady's day), fo r  your mother; Sundays, fo r your brothers and s i s ­
te r s  and y o u rse lf. You w ill  thus do most fo r those to  whom you owe most.

And you won't spend your days, f r u i t le s s ly ,  lik e  a dumb doorknob in  a featherbed.

The a r t  of keeping th i s  reso lu tio n  is  to  put i t  in e f fe c t ,  not a f te r  a few days or a 
week, but tomorrow morning. People f a i l  u sually  because they f a l l  fo r the psychologi­
ca l t r ic k  of putting; th ings o ff—to  a more favorable tim e.

The second point in  the a r t  of keeping th is  re so lu tio n  is  to  admit of no exceptions.
Oh me, I'm  so t i r e d  th is  morning. I'm  e n ti t le d , ju s t  th is  once, to  sleep in . Follow 
th a t "Exception Psychology" and phooey, your w ill  w ill  become as firm  as a bowl of 
soup.

In s is t  on the b es t in  vour moral and s p ir i tu a l  l i f e ,  Don't simply d r i f t  in to  b* inf a 
second-rater, With th q t mind of yours you see c lea rly  the easy means to  true  h ap fi-  
nesB and growth th a t  are a t  your d isposal a t Notre Dome. In  th a t  heart of vours you 
want to  bo, not second or th ird , but f i r s t  c la s s .

Through d a ily  Mass and Communion, follow  in  1937 the advice of the only Man 'bo never 
made a mistake; "Seek ye f i r s t  the kingdom of God and His ju s t ic e ,"  Make and keep 
th is  jane reso lu tio n  " . . . .a n d  a l l  other things w ill  be added unto you."
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