
You admire courage* Are U n iv ers ity  o f Hotre Dame Be on tim e fo r  Mass
you courageous t h i s  Lent R elig io u s B u lle t in  ( 6 ,7 ,8 ,9 )  Sunday; and
in  atoning fo r  your sins?  February 13, 1937 eomn to  th e main church#

m  *m. * *  ++ * *

The W orld's G reatest Sportsman*

Truly enough, th e  v io to r  s o in t iH a t e s  before th e  grandstands amid thunderous appl&use* 
He skyrockets through l i f e  w ith the 1 io n ? s share of p r a is e , He i s  lari'itten about,  
cheered about and courted u n t i l  some new meteor e o lip s e s  th e  lu s tr e  o f  h ia  s t a r +

That i s  n a tu ra l * Sparkle and h ri 1 l ia n c e , neces sa r i ly ,  fore  e thems e lv o  s upon th e  ey e+
* , .  But anyone who has exchanged lb 1cm? fo r  lb low in  the game of l iv in g  aiust admire a good 
1o ser , I t  i s  easy  enough to  occupy v ic to r io u s  h ea d lin ea , h u t* . , , . . i t  i s  th e  essenoe  
of heroism  to  stand square ly  under d e fe a t . That i s  rea  1 sport smanshlp #

There was One wb o above a 11 men exem plified  sportsmanship * I t  i s n ' t  ir rev eren t to  say  
th a t C hrist was th e  world * s g rea test sp o r tsw n  in  th e sense we have in  mind* Think 
of h is  courage *

lie oould have come t o  earth  surrounded by arm ies,  o lo th ed  in  th e  sp len d id  trappings  
of a k in g , h a ile d  as si great conqueror, loved by everyone in stead  o f by si few* He 
could have made H im self a u n iv ersa l s;uccess* Instead  he chose a s ta b le , p ersecu tio n , 
o b so u r ity , and f i n a l l y  d ereH o t ion* From Gethsemane "bo Calvary th ere  was u t te r  f a l  1* 
u re , but because He drained th e cup o f sorrow u n flin o h ln g ly , H is was a worldwide 
v ic to r y . I t  was Redemption,

Ho heart can f a i l  to  quiver with adm iration a t  the fo o t  of the c r o s s . The t e r r i f i c  
sorrow o f the God-Man, th e  f r ig h t fu l  la cera tio n  of His body, the wronohed, b leed in g , 
p it ia b le  sp e c ta c le  o f the slaughtered  Lamb of God* You would th in k  God Almighty had 
had enough and th a t He would c a l l  on Ills  an gels to  a n n ih ila te  the execrab le  mob* In­
stead  He gasps out: "Father fo rg iv e  them, fo r  they know not what th ey  d o ,” That was
sportsm anship, i n f i n i t e ,  d iv in e  sportsm anship.

For us i t  i s  an undying example, I t  may be a game, I t  may be s tu d ie s , i t  may be th e  
grind o f l i f e .  You may be ly in g  p ro stra te  "amid the dust o f th e mounded y e a r s ,” 
n e v e r th e le s s , you are never the lo ser  when you can face  apparent fa i lu r e  w ith  a sto u t  
h eart,.*T h e unknown heroes o f everyday l i f e  are c o n tin u a lly  rec e iv in g  the s e a l  o f God 
on th e ir  works, He gages down at them from th e  C ross, which i s  the symbol o f su ffer*
in g , the tr e e  which blossomed fo r th  a Savior, in  whose branches was born D ivine
Sportsmanship, (Our Sunday V i s i t o r , )

C h r is t’ s L iving Example*

The example of Our Lord i s  l iv in g  again  today in  His Vioar on earth* Read th e  fo llo w ­
ing e d i t o r ia l  w r it te n  by si Norwegian non-O&tholic fo r  th e  Duluth Store Hews o f  Duluth, 
M innesota:

In tere  s t in g  and v i t a l  news i s  pouring fo r th  each day from the V atic  an in  Rome,
There a oourageous head o f  a great church i s  b a t t l in g  fo r  h is  l i f e  w ith  th e  odds 
very much a g a in st him. Leading p h ysic ian s have given up a l  1 hope fo r  h is  recovery*
Those sturdy leg;;; which carried  him up high mountains when he was si younger nan
ar e p&raly% ed and wi 11 poss it) ly  never serve him again * He i s  su ffe r in g  in ten se
p a in s , They are pains th a t  would have caused th e le s s  courageous of us to  have
given  up many weeks ago* Yet th at wonderful character fin th e V atican  oontinues  
to  d ir e c t  th e  d e s t in ie s  o f h is  church, lie continues t o  take an a c t iv e  part in  
d a ily  l i f e *  Although he i s  ru ler  o f th e  s p ir i t u a l  l iv e s  of a great percentage  
of our people and does n o t happen to  lie a t  th e  head of tho church w ith  which we 
a f f i l i a t e ,  we have more adm iration fo r  th a t b a t t le r  in  th e Holy C ity  than we can 
oxp ress, He * s a fa r  g rea ter  character than a l l  of th e  prosont-day and h istoric& 1  
d ic ta to r s  c ombined. We' re  not (3 n good a t praying , Ho ly  F ather, You s e e , we have 
*3ort o f g o tten  out of th e  p r a c tlo 0 , ' 'e a r e , however, praying fo r  you, Rothing
would p le a se  us more than to  have you win your present b a t t le  and 0 ontinue to  do 
your good work fo r  a grea t w r y  years #
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