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This Roman Index,

"I read the other day in the Bulletin a condemmation which you made red hot because
some books advertised were on the index, Doesn't the Index show considerable intol-
erance? Isn't it treating Catholics of mature age like little children?"

Thanks Tor that "red hot." (The Robertsonts Store has courteously promised to dis-
continue the sale of the objectionable books,) Now to your objection. You are not
allowed by the State to hobnob with the inmates of & house under quarantine, say for
small pox. Is that intolerance? The State will not permit you, even if you're grown
up, to buy and use narcotics. Is that intoljerance?

The man who says there are no bad books but only bad minds is just as silly as the
fellow who says there are no bad things to eat and drink btut only bad stomachs,

You know snd the Church knows the mischief that comes through the print-disseminetion
of lies, errors, and immorality. The State knows something about that mischief, t00.
Ask those who are fighting the Communists here in the United States, in Mexico, or in
Spain, Well, the Index is merely one of the means that ths Church uses to fight that
sort of mischief,

The Catholic Church stands alone for something very definite: for the religion of
Jesus Christ. Alone she is zealous, as Chrigt was zealous, in keeping that religion
. intact for her children, If she were uncertain about her divine mission, or if she

. were not sure that her doctrines and morals are divine, perhaps she tno wouldn't

~ bother about an Index,

Why Did God Do It7

If God knew that some men would go to Hell, why did lle ever put them in the wor1d?"

God alone knows His own mind fully, But it seems from whet He hes done that He wents
creatures to come to Him freely in love while the possibility lies open to reject Him
in hate. Something peculiarly noble about that kind of tested love seems to please God,

It is true that by grace God could have predetermined all men to an inevitable Heaven,
But thet would have been something like a father who would chain his boy to a chalr
end then gloast over the fact that the boy didn't steal jem from the panbry. Cod did
foresee that some men would po to Hell, He also foresaw the first Christmas and the
Last Supper and Calvary and all devout Masses and Holy Comrunions offered up to the
end of time., He foresaw Christ's mercies lavishly spent in innumersble sonfessionals
throughout the world, He foresaw the herolc lives of selfless saints and mertyrs, of
brave, holy missionaries, of all good earnest men and women, The heroic sincerity
and intensity of the love manifested by such souls wust have capbivated God. TFore-
krowing that all men of good will can with comparative eass get to Leaven through

the merits of Jesus Christ, God issued Hig fiat in creation, Thet fial spelled eter-
nal doom only to men of unconvertible bad wiIl, -

The forekmowledrs of God does not foredoom man %o Hell, I see Jake asg I write prepare
himgelf, then jump from a twentieth atory to his death, Iy present lmowledpe does

not cause Jake to jump, If I had foreseen ten years epo that Jake would jurmp my fore-
knowledge would not have oansed the action, Man hy his own free will takes the road
to Hell and holds to that rocky rosd stubbornly +to his last breath sgainst all warne
ings and pleadings, You say, however, thot God by His orriipotent power could force
all men's wills, God ocould but He doesn't, If He Aid He smld glory in ments fidel-
ity abont as such as a father conld glont if he chained his boy to a chalr and thus
kept him out of the pantry.
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