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This Roman Index*

"I read the other day in  the B u lle tin  a condemnation which you made red hot because 
some books advertised  were on'liKe index. Doesn’t  th e  Index show considerable in to l­
erance? I sn ’t  i t  tre a tin g  Catholics of mature age lik e  l i t t l e  children?"

Thanks fo r th a t  "red ho t."  (The Robertson's Store has courteously promised to  d is ­
continue the sale  of the objectionable books.) Now to  your ob jection . You are not 
allowed by the S tate to  hobnob with the  inmates of a house under quaran tine, say fo r  
small pox'. Is  th a t in tolerance? The S ta te  w ill  not permit you, even i f  y o u 're  grown 
up, to  buy and use n a rc o tic s . Is  th a t in to le ra n c e ?

The man who says th e re  are no bad books but only bad minds is  ju s t  as s i l l y  as the 
fellow  who says th ere  are  no bad things to  ea t and drink but only bad stomachs.
You know and the Church knows the  mischief th a t  comes through the  p rin t-d issem ination  
of l i e s ,  e r ro r s , and immorality. The S tate  knows something about th a t m ischief, to o .
Ask those who are fig h tin g  the Communists here in th e  United S ta te s , in  Mexico, or in  
Spain. W ell, the Index is  merely one of the means th a t  the Church uses to  f ig h t th a t  
so rt of m ischief.

The C atholic Church stands alone for something very d e f in ite ; fo r the re l ig io n  of 
Jesus C h ris t, Alone she is  zealous, as C hrist was zealous, in  keeping th a t  re lig io n  
in ta c t  fo r  her "children. I f  she were uncerta in  about her divine m ission, or i f  she 
were not sure th a t  her doctrines and morals are d iv in e , perhaps she too w ouldn't 
bother about an Index.

Why Did God Do I t?

'I f  God knew th a t  some men would go to  H e ll, why did He ever put them in  th e  world?"

God alone knows His own mind fu l ly . But i t  seems from what He has done th a t  He wants 
c rea tu res to  come to  Him fre e ly  in  love while the p o s s ib il i ty  l ie s  open to  re je c t  Him 
in  h a te . Something p ecu lia rly  noble about th a t  kind of te s ted  love seems to  please God,

I t  is  t ru e  th a t by grace God could have predetermined a l l  men to  an in ev itab le  Heaven. 
But th a t  would have been something lik e  a fa th e r  who would chain h is  boy to  a chair 
and then  g lo a t over the fa c t th a t the boy didn’t  s te a l  jam from the pan try . God did 
foresee th a t  some men would go to  H ell. Be also  foresaw the f i r s t  Christmas and the  
Last Supper and Calvary and a l l  devout Masses and Holy Corr.uni.ons offered up to  the 
end of tim e. He foresaw C h ris t’s mercies lav ish ly  spent in  innumerable confessionals 
throughout the world. He foresaw the heroic lives of s e lf le s s  sa in ts  and m artyrs, of 
brave,’ holy m issionaries, of a l l  good earnest men and women. The heroic s in c e r ity  
and in te n s ity  of the love manifested by such souls must have captivated God. Fore­
knowing th a t  a l l  men of good w ill can with comparative ease get to  Heaven through 
the m erits of Jesus C h ris t, God issued His f i a t  in  c rea tio n . That f i a t  spelled  e te r ­
nal doom only to  men of unconvertible bad wilT,*

The foreknowledge of God does not foredoom man to  H e ll, I see Jake as I w rite  prepare 
h im self, then jump from a tw entieth  sto ry  to  h is death . V'j p resen t knowledge does 
not cause Jake to 'jum p. I f  I had foreseen ten  years ago th a t Jake would jump w  fo re ­
knowledge would not have caused the  ac tion . Man by h is  own fre e  w ill  takes the road 
to  H ell and holds to  th a t rooky road stubbornly to  h is  la s t  b rea th  against a l l  warn­
ings and pleadings, You say, however, th a t God by His omnipotent power could force 
a l l  men’ s w ills . God could but He d o esn 't, I f  He did He could glory in  men's f id e l ­
i ty  about as /aich as a fa th e r could g loat i f  he chained his boy to  a chair and thus 
kept him out of the pantry ,
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