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Basis Of C hristian Charity

The Countess de Chambrun (nee Clara Long- 
worth) describes in her autobiography, 
"8hado%vs Like Myself," the ch a r itie s  of a 
woman who yearly  spends at le a s t  two- 
th ird s of her income in  good works* A 
pet charity of the lady i s  the r eh a b ili­
ta tio n  of women who return from prison to  
c i v i l  l i f e .  The Countess goes on:

"I asked her the usual American question , 
'Are you s a t is f ie d  with the results?*

"'Wh&t do you mean by "satisfied"?* she 
enquired*

"I tr ie d  to  explain—did she f e e l  that 
any of her protegees had been turned in to  
the paths of v ir tu e  by her e ffo rts?

?? 10h no, * she answered, 1 Sooner or l a t e r
most of thorn go back to  p r i s o n ,  I thought 
once t h a t  I  had r e a l l y  succeeded in  chang­
ing the  m e n ta l i ty  and m ora li ty  of a young 
woman who seemed to  me a p a r t i c u l a r l y  sad 
c a s e .  She showed immense g ra t i tu d e  fo r  
a l l  t h a t  I had done to  help  h e r ,  and, as 
she had pretty  manners and was exceed­
in g ly  d e f t  w ith  her need le ,  I  took her 
in to  my own household to  help the maid 
w ith the  l inen  and mending* For many 
months she gave complete s a t i s f a c t i o n  and 
was q u i te  a model to  the  o ther servants  *
At the  erd of t h a t  time she introduced an 
old f r i e r d  of h e r s ,  who was a bu rg la r  and 
for w^os? re lea se  she was w aitin g , and to ­
gether t"cy wont o f f  with as many jew els 
as she could f in d , and a large part of 
the fam ily s i lv e r .*

"I remark*d th at such an experience must 
have discouraged her e ffo r ts  for some 
time to  cone* She looked at me with con­
siderab le su rp rise .

"'Why* my dear,* she sa id , 'The work th at  
1 do does not need e ith er  encouragement 
or success* I am simply follow ing what 
C hrist recommends.*"

The incident i l lu s t r a te s  an important 
p o in t, f;:  so -ca llu d  American e f f i c i ­
ency cn, agvd in  r e lie v in g  misfortune 
may c w . us to  forp^t tho motive which

Remember, when Christ describes the la s t  
judgment He b le sse s  the ju s t  for having 
nourished Him, for having clothed Him, 
for  having v is i t e d  Him*

And they in astonishment inq n r : ,  %*on 
did we do these tb lrrs to  You?

He answers: "As long as you did i t  to  one
of th ese my le a s t  brethren you did i t  to  
me i t

r>lb c toSince charity  to  neighbor i s  
C h rist, c o n te n t  for one's fellowman is  
contempt for C h rist. (And negligence?)

Charity should render each of us indulgent, 
a c c e ss ib le , a ffectio n a te; i t  i s  C hrist that
we love in  our neighbor.

Charity creates zeal bo help other men 
savv th e ir  sou ls; tb: return of sinners 
i s  the burning d e s i r s  of C hrist's Sacred 
Heart*

Acts of charity  may bo unappreciated; they
may n o t  bring r e s u l t s *  I t  i s  enough to  
r e a l iz e ,  however, that they always touch
C hris t*

*prayer For Those Vfho Teach

That I may have continually  in mi 
Thy blessed s a in t , Thomas, a t prayer, 

in  tea rs  because ta sk 's  
greatness was more than he could bear; 

and th at I may rcmombwr, to o , 
mind's darkness, wh:n i t  i s  not ligh ted  by 
the rays of Thy divine 
b righ tn ess, to  sca tter  n ight and give  
s ig h t to  the b lin d ;  
in  search p e r s is te n tly  maintained, o 
l e t  mo find  
guidance at f i r s t ,
d irec tio n  in  a l l  th in gs, and at the la s t  
a worthy end;
may growing knowledge more and more 
increase u n til
in  knowing Him Who said , "I am 
tho Light of Truth along your vay," 
wo a lso  know 
and walk w ithin the day*
(Earl D aniels, in  th , Commonweal*)
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