
N ational S ecre ta ry  w i l l  
t  Third Order Friday 

a t  8, O il]on H a l l ,

U n ivers i ty  of l o t r e  Dame 
Religious B u l le t in  

April 22, 193 %

How To Stc.rt A Career#
III II Wi II li i I i l l      -  -1r |,| Ii ' ifc r 'n  t

Mr. J ,  p . McBvoy (former Hotre Dame student) gives in  the Saturday Evening Post these  
v&btable p o in t e r s :

. . . F i r s t  you have to  want work. And i f  you r e a l ly  want to  work, y o u ' l l  get work. 
You always get wnat you want in  t h i s  world, i f  you want i t  badly enough, I  don’t  
mean w ish ing , I mean w a n t in g , , , , ,S in c e  you want to  work, the  next t r i c k  i s  to  
go and look fo r  some, and the  b es t  t r io k  of a l l  i s  to  no t go too f a r .  Look r i g h t  
around the  c o rn e r .  I t  may no t  have anything to  do with your idea  of a c a re e r ,  
but far.a t  may be because your idea  of a ca ree r  has nothing to  do w ith  the  idea  of 
work. You can waste many b r ig h t  hours of your young l i f e  going to  the  next town,
or the next s t a t e ,  or th e  next country, only to  wind up doing the  same kind of
work you could have found over in  the next l o t . , , , ,
There used to  he a l i t t l e  motto hanging on the  w all to  the  e f f e c t ;  TODAY IS TO!
TOl-ORROl YOU vTOaiilBD ABOUT YES IBRD AY,. In other words, your fu tu re  i s  the  p re s ­
en t which has been worrying you in  the p ast. In  s t i l l  other words, j u s t  to* be 
an old bore, the p o s i t io n  you want tomorrow i s  the job you would have today i f  
you had gone to  work y e s te rd a y .  So, you see, you can s t a r t  to  work today an* the 
fu tu re  w i l l  take care  o f  i t s e l f ,
L o w , I ' l l  g ra n t  you i t ’s one th in g  to  want work and another th ing  t o  go looking
fo r  i t ,  and s t i l l  another to  g e t  i t . , ,H a v in g  decided where you want to  work nrd
you’re the  only one who can decide t h a t—your next s tep  i s  to  "case the  j o i n t , ' 1
T ha t 's  what the  boys who rob th e  bank c a l l  looking i t  over f i r s t .  Has i t  r o t  an
e x i t  as w e l l  as an entrance? Is  th e re  room a t  the top and lo t s  of top? dome
jobs have got a n a tu ra l  low c e i l i n g ,  which you c a n ' t  do anything abou t.  I t ’s 
l ik e  being pu t in  a h a l l  bedroom and to ld  to  p o le -v a u l t .
But --ibUii.lly what you th in k  i s  a low c e i l in g  is  only fog . The sun i s  shining 
l ik e  everything on the o th e r  s ide  and the sky i s  the l im i t .
Ana ncv. I ' l l  give you a p r a c t i c a l  exanole of how i t ' s  done, I  knew a young fe l lo w  
once who wanted a job on a newspaper in  Chicago. He looked a l l  ole papers over 
and decided he wanted to  work on one p a r t ic u la r  paper. And he lucked t h a t  p a r ­
t i c u l a r  paper a l l  ovor and decided he wanted to  work in  the  sp o r t in g  department.
So he went to  the spo rting  e d i to r  am  sold* "You need me," and the spo rt ing  
ed i to r  sa id ;  "nave you had any experience?" and the  lad named a small-town 
newspaper, "Any Chicago experience?" The lad s - id ,  "i!o," The e d i to r  s a i l ;
1 You're no good to  me w ithout Chicago experience ,"  And th e  lad sa id ;  "Uow can 
you get Chicago experience u n t i l  som.-oly gives you a job in  Chicago?" And the 
edi«_or sa id ; feat’s your problem, And anyway I have no opening: f o r  you h e re ,"
The lad said* "You mean today?" and e d i to r  sa id ;  "Yes," so the  lad said*
'Then I ' l l  drop in  tomorrow, same iir .u ,"

He got uo th e  next morning end sa id ;  "I'm-going out now and r o t  myself some 
w o r k . . . , '1 So ho went out and got himself a  job as a stock e lo rk ,  and th i s  tod , 
who had 1i t e r a r y  ambitions, found hir.r l f  ten d e r ly  counting up m i r t o  >y 
t'n*s b ins  m il l io n ,  dusting  from patiou^V1' from fl$m to  5 :30 , <nd swabbirr:
down the a i s l e s  with wot sawdust, Air. a t  6s?o ho was in the  sp o r t in g  dorr n’h.v-nt 
of th* Chicago newspaper,.."Oh y o u 're  %-re a g a in ? 1 the spo rting  o 15t o r  p ro-ted  
h i t ,  "Yes," rapid-: 1 the la d ,  " "o il  wr :*t 1 to ld  yon y  sturd-sy goes fo r  today ,"
®"id th e  r p o r t i r r  e d i to r .  "Then I ’ l l  f  - buck tomorrow," s o i l  tho 1 ■> ], „«•’ - ^ t  
home, An! he w-s back tomorrow. And every n ig h t  a f t e r  t h " t  fu r  three, r o l i l  
months, u n t i l  one evening the  sporting  od ito r  c a l le d  him in to  h i s  •■riv.to o ff loo  
and said: "Iiook h*?ro, I  don’t  need you and I don’t  want you, isut T lun’t  see any 
m r  of g e t t in g  r i l  of you except to  h i re  you, .hen I can f i r e  you r 1-b t  a r - y , and 
p l u.su God, y o u ' l l  go then md haunt some o ther o f f i c e ,"  :;o the; lad -r-s h i r e d ,
/.a’ t t ' t ,  my son, was haw l i t t l e  Alfred was born, booaase t? it was the job your 
d - I'd >j-s -.arriad on*
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