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Golfball Learns A Lesson*

"It*s not my fault* lie gashes me with Ibis; five iron, curses me with his tongue, then 
hooks me behind this big*backed bunker. As if I can help it! My lie, I*11 admit* is 
none too desirable even for & good golfer, *,.Sere he comes* hotter than iron pour* 
ing+,, If lie * d only keep his head down and swing through me e&sily we * d be o,k* on 
thi s next shot,,, But wait * some one * as lb alki ng t o him*.., I s 11 the Padre ?"
tiAsk pardon of God ,** the older vo ic e is saying, " God hears y ou and that * s what should 
worry you,"

" Aw * on the leve 1, Bathe r m y  boy fri end puts in* "do you think God m inds? My swear­
ing %s just a way of getting relief,"\
" Your * swearing, * You* ve been cursing not swearing, Swearing is to ask God to wi t~ 
ness the 1%ru tb of what you say* Now you know you weren* 1b doing that, @ursing 1 & to 
wish God to dejnn some thing lb o hel 1 * And if 1 unders to od you c orrec t ly, your express« 
ion made some such request,

"You curse for * rel lef * & I. submit to you, could you do a more stupid thing than that? 
The God to whom you will pray tonight at your bedside you, In a fit of temper * ask to
damn a golfball* *»Preposterous.. *"
u Father* I don* t mean anything like that. 1t*s only a habit of mine#,"

11 Only a habit! Don11 you know that you1 re responsible for the bad habits you form? 
One day you took care and effort to say what you have said so glibly now, Bad halite 
you have an obligation to correct. People who her r don’t excuse you from guilt just 
because you curse through habit, They naturally wonder why you don*t correct the . 
habit. And I have a sneaking feeling that God expects the same thing,"

i

" Yes * I know * Father * everyone must t ry t o c orrec t hi 8 bad h&b it a. Rut thi 8 one of
cureing I don*t seem to have any control over,"

" You certainly don* t curs e In the pre sence of your V a the r or when you * re wi th your 
girl friend* do you? Boesn*t that show s-mo c ntrol: You have the control all right,
if you* 11 put yourself out enough to use it, If n we big friend of yours swung from 
hie he el s and connect ed wi th the po ini of y o ur chin every t ime he heard you curse * I 
dare say that your curs ing would bo soon corrected * '*

" I gues s you* ve go t s ome th ing there * tn^r# Tfhat would y ;u ad vi so me to do to break
the habit * bnsidss having sowe husky ,̂n'* me on the c]iin?"

" I * d advise you to sin'1 o out that expression I just heard y :u use and wage a war
against it, Watch yoursolf carefully, For every slip, givo a nicks 1 * or a dime, or
a quarter to charity^-tao amount will bo determined by the degree of your determin- 
at 1 on. St i ck by the t : rorr as no mat to r how much i t < mts in. Then so" if you d\ n * t
corrf ct yourseIf,,, , Ard now the t you* r ̂ yourseIf a ;ain, let * o sec y :u get out of
thic tal 1 grass,,. Swell * 11 * s your b^ct ohot of t : d a y .., G o l * you see, 1 ike every~ 
thing ol s.> in 1 i fe i an * t Imr srovod by fi 13 of t nir - r

** You * re absolutely r ight, Father," chime i in the ' ,1 fl a 11. " And * take i t from me, if
everyone fe 11 the way, t; is job of boiii," kn- ; ar und a colf cjurse would be 
a whale Iot more r leer,;mt,"
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