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"I prefer a practical su b je c t

i n ,  1# ........................................................................... .......... .. .. ........................  .  4 ''- '4 4
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These were the freshman  ̂s words, exactly ,

. to irhu them more impressive, he added; 
"And my T?a wants me to take practical 
subjects, too*"

But the Dean fa iled  to be impressed, as is  
the way with deans when receiving detail** 
ed directions from freshmen. Be merely 
f e l l  into his inveterate habit of seek** 
lag meaning behind words, rad motives 
behind provocative agents* and asked:

"Why i s  Spanish practical* and Latin not 
practical?"

"Well, yen see, Latin w ill  never be of any 
use to me, but Spanish would. I might 
get a job in South America, some time*"

"Oh, that*s i t ,  Knowledge which can^t be
put to use is  impractical, but what can 
be, i s  p ra c t ic a l .  In other words, the 
p ractica l is  the useful?"

immediately practical*" He was a man of 
deep thought and rich experience* and 
reasoned, no doubt, tbr.t there is  a vast 
difference between preparing for a job, 
the immediately practical, and preparing 
for l i f e ,  the ultim ately p ractica l. The 
s k i l l  to acquire a liv in g  is  one thing; 
the a b ility  to liv e  fu lly  i s  another. 
Both are good but not equally valuable."

The Dean f e l t  he was carrying conviction# 
So he continued:

"Yes* that*s what 1 mean,"

"So, on that p r inc ip le ,  in furnish ing your 
house you would buy teaspoons and t in  
pans fo r  the k itchen, but, not canvas 
pain tings for the parlor. One can get 
along without a r t i s t i c  th ings, you know, 
They are impractical too* in your sense. 
You can net eat a canvas or wear i t  l ik e  
a coat to keen out the cold,"

"You see, when people talk about certain  
studies being impractical, a l l  they mean 
i s  that they are not* or may not be immed** 
la te ly  useful—lik e the foundation of a 
house, for instance*

"Knowledge is  ultim ately fo r  l i f e ,  fo r  the 
fu tu re  as well as for the present. And 
l i f e  i s  a p rac t ica l  concern, through and 
through. I t  is  not a l l  meat and drink, 
nor a l l  o matter of reaching perfection  
cu ltu ra lly , And there is  where the so- 
ce lled  * impractical^ subjects come in*

"The secrets of successful liv in g  l i e
p a r t ly  in the heart of c la s s ic a l  l i t e r -  
aturo—i t  is  largely the record of the 
permanent elements in l i f e —p a r t ly  in 
philosophy* which enables one to construct 
the moral order of h is  l i f e ,  part ly  in 
s c ie n t if ic  d iscoveries, through which he 
can more perfectly  preserve and prolong 
l ife *  and, cst of all* in the doc t r im  s 
of rcvcalcl re lig ion , which give him in­
f a l l ib le  ce rtainty of the meaning and des­
tiny of 13 f  .

Mmtznase svrrm.s," concluded the Dean* "arc

"Well, impractical* useless* in that way, 
of course* But not in the long run* It 
would be useful because indirectly* at 
le a s t , i t  would sa tisfy  my desire for the 
beautiful* It would be restfu l to look 
at, cheorfd 1,0 hove around* I suppose 
I'd  get r-^o f  what you ca ll inspiration  
out of i t .  Anyhrw* i t  would be nice to 
show to v isitors*  Besides, I cnull a l-  
ways s e l l  it* i f  I got in a pinch,"

"Do doubt. But then you do admit that 
what in the lean run* end indirectly*
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may useful may al.no br ri-'ktly culled  
*.ractical. 0% second thought perhaps y  u
v/cul:i ever* *< Ten with thv Infer h r ,  Ches­
te r to n  wh ^  ho on id: hfhx 1 uproot-
rufLaf a l l  idm lo is  the ideal nf the
PRAYERS; (deceased) friend of Joe Stephens (b rr ,); aunt of Bdw* and Edwin Stack (o ff  
campus); daughter of J* Rosinmki (employee); wife of Harry K iller (Wilmington, Del*)* 
111* (seriously) mother o f Father Brennan; father of B ill Dugmn (Zahm). 4 spec* Int*

1 ike tru-' ?' rr *!' * *« 1f* .""i !n the so il,* One
must ofter \ i dot t - find then. But to
learn , how f . i. f 'T  1' jh, on/- how to app-
r e d o to t! r ' i’Lt ' u; 1 vt- boon unearth-
od in mt your or " tun ity  ami y \̂a*
privilege*"

The froshrrn smiled—incrodnlo*.icly, Some 
fronh/icn are lik e  that* and again* some 
%ro unt* Dot a ll  of them are rea lly  
* r r c tir a l,


