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Some of you agreed with the Bulletin* s "J itte rbug  Jam," Others d i ssented. Mo at di s- 
sen ters  were courteous. A few wrote b i t t e r  anonymous l e t t e r s . Sometimes anonymous 
l e t t e r s  keep geniuse s mode s t , But these p a r t ic u la r  l e t t e r s  did not smoke- screen any 
g ian ts  of i n t e l l e c t , I f  the authors w ill take the troub le  to  come around, they can 
have the i r  mi stake s in sp e llin g  and wretched grammar co rrec ted ,

One o f  la  s t y e a r ' s grad s, a nat ive of Baltimore, write s us a worthwhile l e t t e r  and 
encloses a sane e d i to r ia l  clipped from the Evening Sun, This i s  the l e t t e r :

The re cent a r t  ic le  s in  the Bellglous B ulle tin  and the Ave Maria attacking  J I t t e r -  
dance s have been drawing quite a b i t  of favorable comment from the Eastern papers.

L&st n ight the Baltimore Evening Sun ed ito ria l!zed  on the su b jec t. The e d i to r !a l  
i s  enclosed,

I  am receiv ing  th i s  year * s Religious B ulle tin  by m a ll. I  appreclate i t  even more 
than I  did when I  was a t  school. Keep up the good work.

The e d i to r ia l ,e n t i t l e d  "Not Primrose," follows;

Being unable to  qualify  as an expert on morals, The Evening Sun has no comment to 
make on the e th ica l  soundness of the assau lt on j i t te rb u g  dances made by the Notre 
Dame student weekly. But as the possessor of some s l ig h t  acquaintance with h o r t i 
cu ltu re  we question the aptness of the a sse rtio n  th a t  swing music and j i t te rb u g  
dances are "wooing our youth along the primrose path to  hell*"

The questionable word i s  "primrose," We are d e f in i te ly  persuaded th a t  whatever 
the j i t te rb u g  path may be, i t  i s  not a primrose path, A wild poppy path i t  might 
be, or a crimson rambler path , or a sca r le t  sage path , but never primrose.

I t  i s  true  th a t  Primula i s  a large family, appearing in  a bewildering v arie ty  of 
shapes and colors; but under every guise i t  i s  marked by two c h a ra c te r is t ic s  r e 
moved as fa r  as possib le  from swing music, to  wit, modesty and delicacy. Swing 
has q u a l i t ie s  th a t  give i t  high survival value. I t  has vigor, f l e x ib i l i ty ,  v i t a l 
i ty  and, as an expression of ce r ta in  phases of modern l i f e ,  s in ce r ity . Possibly 
i t  may be destined to serve as a p lant bed fo r noble music in the fu tu re , Yet 
i t s  warmest advocate will hardly claim for i t  th a t  i t  i s  e ith e r  modest or d e lic a te ,
The primrose i s  both,

True i t  i s  th a t  the "primrose path" i s  an idiom without h o r t ic u ltu ra l  sign ificance; 
but i t  i s  a bad idiom to  employ in  th is  connection, because i t  forces an unnatural 
connection between the b la ta n t  and the charming, which i s  a gross e rro r in  s ty le ,

Thank you, e d i to r ia l  w rite r  of the Baltimore Evening Sun, You may succeed where the 
B ulle t in  has fa iled , namely in convincing some of our local j i t te rb u g  boys th a t  per
haps there ip something a l i t t l e  Indelicate  and immodest and offensive to the sacred- 
ness of the human person in th i s  l a te s t  form of the modern dance, I f  you were an ex
p e r t  or morals, perhaps you could have answered cur anonymous correspondent's questions:

1, "Just what i s  the degeneration and demoralization effected by the hot trumpet?
I have yet to  hear of th iev ing , murder or insanity  ca u sed  by the modern d a n c e . " 
" If  we want to  change our dance floors in to  gyms, why not l e t  us? What i s  the 
we]l-founded objection to  taking our exercise a t  n igh t with music? Personally 
I  am w illin g  and ready to  become Notro Dame's Hot Club P residen t,"  ( T ^  j

PRAYERS: (deceased) fr ien d  of Larry Ryan (Mor*), 111, bro ther of Jack Hagerty(Walsh).


