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I Stretch Myself Out On

The Mission House Lawn,

Just think, the sun out like this and the
C,8,C.'a still make you come to class! 1
tell you, it's a sin, an unforgivable sin,
and there's simply no Jjustice around this
campus, (I think for a minute.)

viell, sir, I'11l just show them. I don't
know how many cuts I've got in thls two-
Piftesen cosmology class, but I'm going on
strike today. Me for the Mlssion House
arass.,

(I pick out a nice, warm spot and lay me
down.) Understand, I'm not sleepy; this
1s Just my way of protesting against a
useless, two-fifteen class when it's sun-
ny out. Let my fellow classmates call

re a gtupid sophomore. I call them that,
They're slaves and I'm fres,

For this one afternoon I'm my own prof,
I'11 do the teaching., I'll run my own
university out in God's good fresh alr,
But firet, a moment of relaxation, (I
take a deep breath, I blink at the
bright burning hole in the azure sky.

T conaider a few stray thoughts before
ny serious thinking beginz.) How good

my sun-tarned face will look to the folks
in June. Imagine Bessis staring into my
bronze complexion as we take our first
astroll down at sntrancing, old Coney.

Four weaks! ths only thing betwsen me
snd Begsie, *¥¥ For the filret time since
the Faster vacation I feel unfettsrsd,
Frzadom 18 the basic nsed for my educa-
tion, The rules and studies gurse cramp
ny styls around Notre Dams.

(I ~lasp my hands behind my neck, I prop
ur my head, Now I can asttle down to
thirk very clourly,) This is my first ex-
rarinsnt in s raal fresh-alr course.

Vit 444 T eems hars for bub to drink in
wiedom? Yot 41l T romsmber from thla ge-
roetor is the nilly chatter of Douth Bond

T oeame hope to lesarn how to usse my

T need & thinking mind, a mind free to
roam through the libraries, to read when,
where and asg T wlll, I must look into
other men'se mindg-~ the minds of men who
have thought things out for themselves
and the world,

I'm convinced the Religious Bulletin is
too thin-skinned. Those critics referred
to last night are correct. I should be
reading Newman, Dawson, Bslloc and Guar-
dini along with a host of other big men.
Understanding contact with the first-
rate (atholic minds down the yeers is
the way for me to develop my personal
Catholic culture. Nor should I disdain
the pagen classics nor the best in the
secular arte and sciences, These things
will add to my Catholic culture, not
gtain 1t.

T can go to two-fifteens from now till
the day of Judgment, turn in one ninety
after another in 211 my exams. If that
is all I do, what have I besldes a typl-
cal American education? Where's my cul-
ture? My gentlemanly finesse? How far
am I from becoming the university man
Cardinal Newman outlined!

S0 it lsn't passing this two-flfteen
class that counts {and I'm glad that 1
cut it this afternoon, for cutting it
rade me think); it lsn't stuffing a
business degrse into my wallet that
counts. Vhatever makes me & fully deve-
lored man is what counts, whatever makes
me (now I grant the Bulletin is absolute-
ly unimpeachable here) the most perfect
and healthy cell I can be in the Mystical
Body of Christ is what counts.

to we. It shall be what
virtus: of the oppor-
tunitics God has given me, Full Catholic
ralturs shell be mine only 1f T Tegin from
now on te know and love my iife, my dig-
nity (ng 2 man and as a 3on of God), my
dsatiny and my possible influsnce for

My culturs 18 up
T wake mys=21lf In

ok, And 1 don't know space Trom an atom, good dn the world.
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