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IN THE SPIRIT CF
SAINT THOMAS MORE.

Feople, including students for the
law, too often assume there 1is
bound to be conflict betwsen the
lawysr's prcfession and the Catho-
lic Faith.

In fact, people have assumed this
so long that many gcod Cathelic
young men have steered themselves
away from the law; and others, in
the face of the assumption, have
taken ur law, half-horing that by
God's grace they may perhars come
through good Catholics and good
lawyers botih.

It 1s like the confidential ex-
change of remarks between a sharyp
shyster and a worthy gentleman
whose primary love was the law and
Justice:

"A good lawyer can't be honest
tC’day& i

"fell, I'm not very geed."

Obviously the struggle is not between the ideal Cathelic (who practices law) and his

Faith.

It's between the shyster lawyer anl the Catholic Faith.

L

The conclusion you want to draw, particularly if you're a Catholic lawyer-to-te, is

this:

"My first love must be, not money nor a ‘shark' reputation in this life (the

topflight diverce or criminal lawyer here and abrcad} but The Law."

Of lay professions ncne is meore ncble than the practice of law.

thing, 1t mesng the pursult of Justice.

For, if it means any-

One point that needs to he stressed perhars more than any cther is the special fune-

tlen of the Catholic lawyer taday as always.
fending and aprlying God's law-~ that 1s, Ged's

His is the duty cof premulgating, de-~
mird as expresced in the nature of

things (the netural law)and His mind as expressed in revelatirn divine, pesitive law).

That means, whether it's "cn the hocks” er neot, is act his prinary concern (theugh
that is important) but whether this ratter-at-hand, this anse, tils client's propo-

sition can be deferded before sed as well as beinre the

ts¥xe divorne~- not serarnticn-. bhut the se o enlled
with the "right" to re-marry.

let no man put asunder.”
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Hellywood (and other ypluces) live rutside Gnd's law,

bar of the State,

‘splittisg of the marriage hend”

"‘hat Jod hath irined teiether,

It's no cinch for a Catholic lawyer to practice hic profession in full accord with

his Faith.

Fut "no ~inch" dcesn't mcan "conflict” cr "impessibility.”

It mecans

"diffieulty"” and "sticking tc the Lawv,” nct yielding to "expedieney,' rnnt selling his

soul fer a fee.

It 1s better for you to lose your head St. Thomas More's way than to lose it, in vain,

for the lowe of Mammon.




