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THE 5RPIRIT OF 
SilNT THCmS MORE,

People* In c lu d in g  s tuden ts  fo r  the 
law* too o f te n  assume th e re  I s  
hound to  he c o n f l i c t  between the 
lawyer* s p ro fe s s io n  and the  Catho­
l i c  F a i th .

In fact*  people  have assumed t h i s  
so long t h a t  many good Catholic  
young men have s teered  themselves 
away from th e  law; and others* in 
the face  of the assumption* have 
taken up law* ha lf -h o p in g  tha t by 
God's grace they may perhaps come 
through good C atho lics  and good 
lawyers both*

I t  i s  l i k e  the  c o n f id e n t ia l  ex- 
change of remarks between a sharp 
sh y s te r  and a  worthy gentleman 
whose prim ary love was the law and 
ju s t i c e :

"A good lawyer c a n ' t  be honest
today*H

"vfell, I 'm  not very good*"

Obviously the  s t ru g g le  i s  not between the  idea l  Catholic  (who p r a c t i c e s  law) and h i s  
F a i th .  I t ' s  between th e  sh y s te r  lawyer and the  C atholic  F a i th ,

The conclusion you want to  draw, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  y o u 're  a C a th o l ic  law yer-to -be , i s  
t h i s :  "My f i r s t  love  must be, not money nor a 'shark* r e p u ta t io n  in  th i s  l i f e  ( the
to p f l ig h t  d ivorce or c r im ina l  lawyer here  and abroad) bu t The law ."

Of ley  p ro fe s s io n s  none i s  more noble than the  p ra c t ic e  of law. For* i f  i t  means any­
th in g ,  i t  means the  p u r s u i t  of J u s t i c e ,

One point th a t  needs to  be s t r e s s e d  perhaps more than any o ther  i s  the sp e c ia l  func­
t io n  of the  C atholic  lawyer tcday as always. His i s  the duty o f  promulgating* de­
fending and applying God's law— th a t  in ,  God's mind as expressed in  the  na ture  of 
th ings  (the n a tu ra l  law)and His mind as expressed in  r e v e l a t i o n  (d iv ine , p o s i t iv e  lav/).

That means, whether i t ' s  "on the books" or n o t ,  i s  not h is  primary concern (though 
th a t  i s  important) but whether t h i s  ' i a t t c r - a t -h a n d ,  t h i s  case* t h i s  c l i e n t ' s  propo­
s i t i o n  can bo defended be fo re  God a s  will as b o l^ 'o  the bar o f  the  S ta te .

Take d ivorce— not s e p a ra t io n - -  but th<» s r  - m l  Wd s p l i t t i n g  o f  the  marriage bond" 
with the " r ig h t"  to  rc-m arry . God's law i^ p re c i s e .  " ,'hat God hath  joined to g e th e r ,  
l e t  no man put a sunder."  Hollywood (and other places) l iv e  o u ts id e  God's lav/.

I t ' s  no cinch fo r  a Catholic  lawyer to  p ra c t i c e  his p ro fess ion  in  f u l l  accord with 
h i s  f a i t h .  But "no cinch" d o e sn ' t  mean "c o n f l ic t "  or " im p o s s ib i l i t y . "  I t  means 
" d i f f i c u l ty "  and " s t i c k in g  to the Law, ” not y ie ld in g  to "expediency," not s e l l i n g  h i s  
soul for a fee*

I t  i s  b e t t e r  f o r  you to  lose  your head S t .  Thomas More's v?ay than  to  lose  i t ,  i n  va in , 
fo r  the lo*e of Ma&mon,


