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ffirat You Need Is An Int e l l e c tu a l  Showdown ( i ) ,

C a tho lics--  and th a t  includes college Catholics-- and t h a t  includes you— are constant— 
. ly kidding themselves. At le a s t  they can ea s i ly  do so.

Confession each week, Communion more frequently . And s t i l l  do the same old s ins  recur? 
Is the re  never any su b s tan tia l  improvement?

m e r e  i s  th e  kidding? *** Take confession, IT is  the  SACRAMENT of SORF.OV/ and AMEND­
MENT. _I t  is  not merely an in s t i tu t io n  for t e l l i n g  your s in s .  I t  is  not merely a psy­
chological laboratory . I f  your norm of a good confession i s ,  "Gee, I fee l  b e t te r  new 
with th a t  o f f  my mind," your norm is wrong and you had b e t te r  change i t  i f  you want to 
stop kidding y o u rse lf  and don’t  want to wind up in th e  f i r e  of h e l l .

Before you laugh th a t  an tiquated , Dark Ages, monkish th re a t  o ff  with a hasty shrug,
th ink  i t  over. You can invalida te  your confessions— which means no absolution even
though the  words are pronounced by the p r i e s t— no m atter how exactly you t e l l  the kind
and number of your sins IF YOU ARE NOT TRULY SORRY or IF YOU DO NOT SINCERELY MEAN, "I 
w il l  amend,"

As long as you haven 't been re leased  from your s in s ,  your g u i l t  weighs you down— you 
c a n 't  be ra ise d  up to  the Sight o f  God, And when th a t  happens forever, i t ' s  h e l l .

But about t h i s  kidding yourse lves .  One of th e  bes t  t e s t s  of the s in c e r i ty  of your sor­
row i s  the  s trength  of your statements " I  firm ly reso lve never to offend Thee fo r  the 
future . Amen ,*

Make a sp e c i f ic  ap p l ica t io n ,  (if i t  doesn 't mean you in  rea l  l i f e ,  skip i t  se renely . ) 
You go w ith  a steady g i r l - f r i e n d .  You love her and you believe she loves you. That 
should mean the two of you have an admirable mutual respect for one another ? th a t  you 
would r a th e r  die than occasion in one another a mortal s in ,  CHECK YOUR CO CASE. Is 
your s to ry  in  the confessional weok a f te r  week the same? How much do you mean i t ;  " I  
w il l  NEVER offend Thee again," What do you do IN PRACTICE to  avoid the usual se t-up , 
the circumstances you KN0W(from the past)  have tr ippod  you into the d itch  of grave sin? 
Have you t r i e d  NOT BEING TOO MUCH ALONE? Have you taken safeguards against EXCESS in  
the  leg i t im a te  ways of expressing affection? Have you re a l ly  made i t  r. point to  get 
help from th e  p r ie s t  or have you not rather TRIED TO COVER UP or to AVOID LEARNING THE 
EXACT CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE in these matters which may mean your e terna l sa lvation? Have 
you ever t r i e d  being HEROIC?

Look in to  your appreciation of HOLY CO!?UNION, e sp ec ia lly  ycU seniors in Alumni, you 
Fr+rrfiM Gentlemen of Walsh, you Dead End Kids in the Subway of Serin, You're forever 
reminding us th a t  you've come of ago or arc mighty near i t ,  th a t  you can take care of 
yourselves, th a t  you know a good th ing  when you sec i t  and w il l  VOLUNTARILY use i t .
Last Saturday only 35 of 175 Her Ini tec krzw a r rf 1 th ing  and vo lun ta rily  used it$

Back to your need of CHRIST'S HELP for your girl-problem ; Considering your need for 
the Bread of L i f e  t o  keep nourishing vigorous, s p i r i tu a l  l i f e ;  considering th r  e a s e  

with which you can receive every day end a s s is t  a t  i he world's ONE REMEDIAL SACRIFICE, 
you c e r ta in ly  do not" show much appreciation if  thz- Blessed Sacrament.

CHRIST is  the  one Person who has the power, the w illingness , the almighty, unconquer­
able LOVE to  a s s i s t  you EFFECTIVELY to court your g i r l  CHASTELY. Y o u 'V e  heard t h i s  
times without number. Yet away from daily Mass and Communion you s ta y . Don’t  cry a- 
bout troub le  in courtsh ip . tfhen you do go, TOO OFTEN YOU RUN IN AND OUT OF THE CHAPE: 
R8 a farm er 's  kid runs in  and out of a h a m , TOO MANY OF YOU ARE NOT MAKING ADEQUATE 
PREPARATION AND THANKSGIVING FOR YOUR MASS AND HOLY COMMUNION,

explain, 1st part* why "things bog dom»* (To be continued tomorrow)


