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l̂AKE?

"I was readin' la s t  night about 
the annual Christmas Novena for  
Parents, how the canvassers are 
makin' the rounds to get me to  
sign up for "Mof&ti&n,"

tonight, which I'm going to do# I t ' s  
funny the way things work out. Put that 
one idea of not just being part of 
the gang was s t i l l  in  my mind th is  morn- 
in ' .  I t ' s  r ea l ly  worked on me!

) 'You kn:w, my f i r s t  reaction was the same 
/ is l a s t  week when I heard about the Novena 
! for Chastity, Novena be hanged! l e t  me 
/ l iv e  my own l i f e  without suggestions!
/
; ''Not bavin? too much to  do la s t  n ight, I 
) sat back and analyzed myself, I found i t  
I wasn' t the idea of havin' my re l ig iou s  pro- 
/ gram suggested that made me say No, I was 

 ̂ actin' on a much s i l l i e r  reason. You see, 
) the gang I go with doesn't go in  for early  
/  Hass and Communion much, and never for  
j -'Adoration/' and I'm part of that gang,

 ̂ ''Jell, I went into a half-doze and I had a 
I half-dream and I'm t o l l i n '  you sump in/ got 
/  into me* Maybe i t  was God's grace, maybe 
/  remorse ( fo r  I'm candid. * * ..  l a s t  week I 
t should  have made that Novena for Chastity!) 

Maybe i t  was the idea of doing sumpin' not 
for m yself but for Horn and Dad, Anyhow, I 
snapped out of that sp e l l  with one d e f in i te  
thing in  my m in d ,, , .  Prom now on I'm bein' 

/  myself, net just part of the gang!'t
1

''I just kept thinkin' along that l i n e , , * , ,  
Suppose the gang does think I'm crazy i f  I 
get up for  Hass and Communion nine days? 
Suppose they do figure I'm queer i f  I sign  
up for "Adoration?" Jhat d ifference does 
that make?

''Her  ̂ I'm just turnin' twenty and i t  takes  
me that long to dope out that I've got my 
rwn soul. I 've got my rwn parents, and
11' iv rf ?he ^r0 7;d5 

doin' alv - it 'em.
business what I'm
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KE "So I made me a promise. *** 1i ' m
11 i i 1 r makin ' that Noven a for Dr;irents
SE. i f  I never 1 anything e ls e

and :i f  the r» :st of tl.e gang
/* * .V 4 , A i iv- ry mr r r i i v ' • From now on I'm
y 1 .’•* *,0 ivr and grati tudo.
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muM: easier  la s t  n itc
t o  c o n fe s s io n

"I went into the chapel for the f i r s t  
time in  three months, and had a "talk" 
with Our lord. I kept t o l l in '  Him.. * .,  
See, how I went wrong there just 'cause 
the gang did*,*. They said, you don't 
need to  study for that prof* he*s a snap

can 
one

and even i f  things go tough you
crib  so easy. He's never caught 
student yet

"Then I told Him about my dates, 
mitted I'd  been doin' what was

I ad- 
bein t

done, But) by g o l ly ,  th is  v i s i t  then 
started  wcrkin' on me and I to ld  Him, I 
knew bettor and I'd  dc things the way 
He wanted 'em done hereafter* I'm keep- 
in' that promise. I can e a s i ly  see how 
a fe llow  and g ir l  fe e l  tops i f  they 
don't and won't do what the gang does 
but in s i s t  on acting the hard way, the 
one way that leads to  a happy marriage. 
After t h i s , none of the gang's nutty  
ideas about a good time. I'm changln'.

IT'S TOO BIG "I rea lize  f u l l  w ell ,  the 
A PROBLEM more I keep thinkin' th is  

FOR ME ALONE, whole thing ever, that I
need help. One place I 

can't get any help i s  from the gang be­
cause the gang's net honest* I know 
th at .  I was part of the gang and I was­
n 't  honest. So, I'm askin' t he t r i e s t  
tonight when I go to confession for a l l  
the suggestions he has* I want practi­
ca l s t u f f . , . * .  How to strengthen my 
w i l l , how to break off  from occasions 
of s in ,  how to pray, how to make more 
out r.f my Hass and Communion, how to be 
o. regular guy and s t i l l  love "HRIST. 
"'no c f  these n ights , I'm grin* to drop 
in  on one of those p r ie s ts  and figure  
nut a new rlan of lif<u

'"LIE M
-I a.’si.

"The thing that clinches i t  
for me i s  that I can d̂  a lo t  
frr the gang new by loading  

the way,THEY'LL l ik e  the right way too."
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