
P e lig io tie  B u lle t in  H n ivereity  of Motre Dame October 10* 1940

Dear John Do e — and the m ill!o n e  o f o th er  American John D oes;

Y es, there i s  a peace and, e tr  ength at Not re Dame; and to get a t the cause * l e  t  * s walk
down to the G rotto , John, and do a 111 t le  th inking and tr a v e lin g , to o * At the Grotto
1 ook up at Our la d y  th e r e , Then 1 e t  your eyes t ra v e l on up through the t re ess t  o where
she sainands, golden and resp len d en t, on the Dome, "because a c e r ta ln  f a r - o f f  Grotto and 
si d i s tan t Dome can answer your quo s lb io n s and g iv e  you p eace and s tr  ength.

She i  s in  her g lo ry  in  Heaven now, th at Mo ther o f our s$ t a t  one day she s t  oo d h e lp l es s ,
y e t  courageous at the foo t of a Oross and saw her D ivine Son cru c ifiee l. She knew th a t  
her Son was D iv in e , was God H im self come down to earth  to teach the way to Heaven. She
knew that lie had to d ie  for the s in s  o f men to re-open Heaven, our r e a l and e v e r la s t in g
home. That w i l l  t e  our reward one day fo r  avoiding s in , and for  te a r in g  b ravely  the 
t r i a l s  and d ig tr e sg e s  o f th is  1 i f e , Always keep th a t Heaven in  mind, John,

Our Dady knew a lso  th at He had promised to  leave to  His Church a lieacher— a shepherd,—  
who would guide His fo llo w e rs  down through the a g e s . Yet d e sp ite  th at prom ise, His 
apoS311 es were in  d esp a ir  over the chaos and con fu slon , ju s t  l ik e  you, John, and they  
were t e r r i f l e d , to o .

So the night before He d i ed, He took them a s id e , In Hi s lo v e , power and gen t l  ene s g He
to ld  them— and a l l  fu tu re  men through th eon -to  be unafraid  ( John x v i ):

** I w i l l  not lea v e  you orphans. .  .My peace I le a v e  w ith  you* I4y peace I g iv e
unt o you; no t as the wo r id  g iv e  th do I g ive  unto you. I* e t  no t  your h eart be
trou b led , nor l e t  i  1b be a f r a id , . . In the world you s h a l l  have d i s t r e s s ; but 
have co n fid en ce , I have overcome th e  world**. 11b i s  expedient to  you th a t I 
g o ; fo r  i f  I go n o t , the P a r a d e  t  e wi 11 not come to  y o u .. ,But when tie * the  
S p ir it  o f  tru th  i s  come, be w i l l  teach  you a l l  tr u th .**

C h rist always kept His word. He sen t th a t sp ir i  1b o f  Truth to His Church on P en tecost  
lbo p r o tec t  H is teach er and shepherd, th e  Pope, a g a in st  e rr o r ; and He c e r ta in ly  did not 
le a v e  us orphans. Hi s la s t  thought was o f  Hi s f r  len d s, Hi s apo s t l  es and di sac ip le s  and 
u s , Ibo o * on down through the a g es . Go He l e f t  us a Mo th er , t  oo , 11 * s  som ething l i k e
t h i s , John. Just as Mary was the motner o f the human nature and body o f C h rist (The 
Mat ern i ty  of Mary), so on Calvary she 1) ec suae the Mo ther o f men, s p ir itu a lly *  She be
came the sp ir  i tu a l  Mo ther of a l l  men— the Mother o f a l l  the w orld, Then, having  pro
v id ed  a Mo the r and a l s  o si 1b e acher fo r  u s , lie br av e l y , 1 o v in g ly  and magnlf ic e n t ly  d i ed 
fo r  you and a l l  men.

The 1beacher stayed  on earth  and taught down through the ages— su rely  and d e f ia n t ly  in  
the face  o f s c e p t ic s , doubters, h e r e t ic s $ "liberal** s c l e n t i s t s  and ed u ca to rs, But th e  
Mother wont to  Heaven, where she was and i s  more powerful there at the s id e  of her Son, 
In tereed in g  fo r  and strengthen ing her sons on earth —keeping the watch, as i t  were* 
u n t i l  they f in a l l y  g e t home to Heaven,

23ce how they work 1boge th e r , John, Over a t the o r ig in a l Grotto at Dourdes $ Prance, fin 
1858 that Mo th er  appear ed lb o l i t t l e  23 ernadett e and s a id , % % am the Immaculat e Cone ep- 
t io n * ** By her appearance s th ere  * her words and God * s m iracle  s she c onf irmed th o dogma 
(3 f  tho Immaculate (3 one opt ion which had been p r o d  aimed by the Pope f  our years b e fo r e . 
That dogma, had br ought a ro ar o f  scorn and leught or from tho " lib e r a ls  and cn l ightened"  
s c lo n t i s t c , p h ilo so p h ers and educatero o f that day* But, John, Our la d y  ju s t  sm iled  
and to ld  her is one not t o worry becaus o tho se s c o f fe r s  and 1 lb  era l s coul d no 1b th en , no r  
(3an they now laugh o f f  or scorn or ex p la in  these d a ily -o ccu rr in g  mi r a d o s  which are ex
amined and approved by a s c le n t i f i c  m edical board*

There are the cause s , J ohn * fo r  the s eren i ty  of Mo tr  e Dame * s f a i  th— the D ivine Son, an 
i n f a l l i b l e  teach er, and Our Mother—whose Feast o f The M aternity i s  ce leb ra ted  tomori'ow 
And t  omorrow * John, fo  r fu rth er  answer $ you *11 he air from the Pope *


