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Batliral History.

The humming-bird, according to a recent I n te r  
national News d ispatch , has been studied by 
Dr* Winslow Tyler of the Smithsonian I n s t i ­
tution* The doctor, a f te r  a d i f f i c u l t  Inves 
t ig a tio n , rep o rts :

fost accomplished of a l l  f ly in g  things is  
the lovely, f ra g i le  hummingbird, for the t in y  
creature has the amazing a b i l i t y  to f ly  back 
ward* This achievement has often been repor­
ted and questioned as impossible, but recen t 
photographic technique has shown th a t the re ­
verse f l ig h t  is  an ac tuality*  leaving a 
perch a t seven-hundredths of a second, i t  can 
stand almost s t i l l  in the a i r  with wings beat­
ing the a i r  about 55 strokes per second.

^However, so f r a g i le  and small is  the b ird  
tha t o ften  i t  i s  impaled on thorns, or be­
comes entangled in  th i s t l e s  or spiderwebs*
One instance is  recorded where a hummingbird 
was attacked and bested  by a dragonfly*

**The b ird  has an almost in sa tiab le  ta s te  fo r  
sweets, but a  good p a r t  of i t s  food co n s is ts  
of Insects* O rig ina lly  i t  was exclusively 
an in sec t ea ter, l iv in g  on those v e r i t ie s  
which inhabit flow ers. This environment gave 
the b ird  i t s  sweet tooth,**

H um m in^ird-itls a t II.D,

I f  the doctor should v i s i t  Hotre Dame he
would f in d  quite a few hummingbirds here* They are a l l  over the campus, not r e s t r i c ­
ted to any section or h a l l .  The following types could qualify  fo r  observation:

1» The student who is  f ly in g  backward s p i r i tu a l ly ,  away from God because of 
sin*
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The student who goes in  fo r the so f t  l i f e ,  with an exclusive d ie t  of 
sweets and ease; who avoids any irksome tasks or denial and heads 
s tra ig h t  fo r  the over-stu ffed  ch.- i r  or red and nemo vapid radio pro­
gram, or l a t e s t  popular, i f  not sonaaticnal, mage

The student who is  entangled in some srdder-web of s in , whether due to 
a bad h ab it or an occasion of s in . Weakened by a steady d ie t  of sweets, 
unable to break cut of the web by h is  own e f fo r ts ,  he becomes discour- 
ago!, c r i t i c a l ,  b i t t e r  and gives up*

Tna cure fo r hummingbird-ltio i s :  F i r s t ,  the s ta te  of grace, advancing toward and
with God; second, follow your Eucharistic  Calendar; th ird , nourish yourself da ily  
on the Body and Blood of C hrist, the Food th a t  w ill malm you strong*
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! Mr, you can do nothing,** oaid Jo sue C hrist,
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