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UniVGrsity of ITotre Damo 
R elig ious B u lle t in  
February 86, 1948
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Why Penance?

John i s  "buying a red  ho t Issue of h is  f a v o r i te  
l i t e r a t u r e ,  l i t t l e  Jimmy has been to ld  to  obey 
promptly* and he i s  k ick ing  l ik e  fu ry . Sue i s  
speaking s o f t ly  to  S a lly  about the f a u l t s  of 
Mary Jane. And as fo r  Joe, he*s a t  h is  p e t ty  
th ie v e ry  again* That  ̂8 the p ic tu r e ,

I I .

And i t* s  a p ic tu re  of s in .  You may not he John* 
Jimmy* Joe or Sue, hut you f i t  in to  the p ic tu r e  
somehow to o . haven ̂ t you sinned? I don*t know 
how: ch ea tin g , ly in g , immodesty in  thought, im­
p u r i t y  in  act* la z in e s s ,  intemperance. Don*t 
you c l a s s i f y  y o u rse lf  as a  sinner? Seven*t you 
offended God? Then you are a  s in n e r  too .

111.

3very  s in  i s  an o ffen se , an I n s u l t ,  dishonor 
g iven  to  th e  Good God? Must not sons undo t h e i r  
ev il#  pay hack the  honor they  have w ithhe ld  from 
t h e i r  Father? Any a c t done to  r ig h t  p a s t  wrongs 
i s  c a l le d  SWAMXB. I t  may he p ra y e r , or s e l f -  
d e n ia l ,  or g re a te r  e f f o r t  to do "better. I f  i t  i s  
done w ith  the  motive o f re p a ir in g  the  past*  i t * s  cz^. y  
PEHAEfGh, l e n t  i s  a  time fo r  a l l  Johnnies and //
Jimmies* Joes and Sues, everyone* to  pray  and 
deny s e l f .  Have you s ta r te d ?

i) C & S\K  
1

\

IV.

l e n t  i s  a  time fo r  more fe rv en t p ra y e r . Mass i s  
p ra y e r ,  Adoration befo re  the B lessed  Sacrament 
i s  prayer* The S ta t io n s ,  the Rosary are  p ra y e r .  
Are you doing any e x tra  praying? Aren*t you a 
s in n e r?  Some sinners  a re  m iserable because they  
have run away from C h ris t and His mercy. S in­
n e r s ,  come to  O hrist and pray . "Pray, l e s t  you 
e n te r  in to  tem ota tion ."

V.

You must persevere  in  PD1TA13CE, Otherwise, you 
a re  doomed: "Unless you do penance* you s h a l l
l ik e w ise  p e r i s h ." l e n t  i s  seven days o ld . And 
so f a r  some s tu d en ts , some sinners* have not p e r ­
formed one a c t  of penance. They must s t a r t  w ith  
C onfession. I t^ s  easy. C hris t i s  m erc ifu l.

VI.

John* wake up. Jimmy, ge t on your knees. Sue* 
deny y o u rs e l f .  Joe, g e t to  Mass* Everyone* do 
penanco * f o r  by your s in s  YOU have n a i le d  C h ris t  
to  th e  Gross*
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f r i e n d  of K, Crowley (Bro). ( I l l )  Anthony B\ Banning ’35; f a th e r  
Johnston (By); f a th e r  of James Hixon (C a r) , se r io u s . Seven sp ec ia l  intentions*


