
Say th e  Rosary a t  U n ivers i ty  o f  Notre Dame Big War Stamp Drive
Benediction a t  Religious B u l le t in  to n ig h t .  Dig deep,
5:00 to n ig h t ,  October 22, 1942 and buy a  batch.

Notre Dame Man Dies In Action Over B r i ta in .

The news of the  death  of Captain George W assell,B .S , *31, has j u s t  reached Notre Dame, 
Death came in  a c t io n  while f ig h t in g  over th e  B r i t i s h  I s le s  on October 3. A fter re ­
ce iv ing  h i s  bachelor*s degree a t  Notre Dame, George entered S t ,  Louis U n ive rs i ty  
Medical College and obta ined  h is  medical degree, A year ago l a s t  A pril  he l e f t  an 
expanding medical p ra c t ic e  in  Sharon, Pennsylvania to  e n l i s t .  Re was f l i g h t  surgeon 
with the  Army Air Forces.

An observa tion  may inc rease  the  fe rv o r  of your prayer fo r  George and the  l iv in g  and 
dead Notre Dame Service men. Captain U asse l l  was the  second graduate  to  d ie  fo r  h is  
country on October 3. E arly  t h i s  month the  B u l le t in  announced th e  death o f  P i lo t  
O ff ice r  Lionel Smith* *33,

They Uere Ready.

"More than 400 C atholic  s a i l o r s  and o f f i c e r s  on the  Yorktown, a i r c r a f t  
c a r r i e r  l o s t  a f t e r  the  b a t t l e  of Midway, went in to  tha t  g ig a n t ic  sea and 
a i r  s t ru g g le  f o r t i f i e d  by th e  recep tio n  o f Roly Communion, i t  has been 
revea led ,

**%he Yorktown, with a  complement of approxim ately 2000, had no C atholic  
chap la in ,  b u t ,  s h o r t ly  befo re  the  b ig  c a r r i e r  began i t s  h i s t o r i c  voyage,
Chaplain Walter A, Mahler, a  p r i e s t  of th e  P i t tsb u rg h  d iocese ,  came aboard 
to  conduct se rv ices  f o r  the C atholics , who made up 20 percen t of the  s h ip 's  
crew. Invoking sp e c ia l  war-time powers, Chaplain Mahler, who was unable  to  
h ea r  in d iv id u a l  confessions because of la c k  of time, gave genera l  ab so lu tio n ,  
and o ffe red  up the  Roly S a c r i f ic e ,  . ,

"F a ther  Mahler explained to the  s a i lo r s  th a t  they  would have to  make a  firm
a c t  of c o n t r i t io n  and a t  the  f i r s t  opportun ity  go to  confess ion . P a s t in g
was not req u ired ,  The Mass was c e le b ra ted  on the  f l i g h t  deck, from which a
few hours la te r*  navy p lanes took o ff  to  dea l  the  Japanese navy i t s  worst
d e fe a t  in  h i s to r y , "  n * i. \I The R eg is te r )

A Chaplain T e l l s  A Story .
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"Boxing in  the  navy t r a i n s  men in the v i r t u e s  of s e l f - d i s c ip l in e ,  p e rsev er­
ance and f a i r n e s s .  I t  s treng thens  the  c h a ra c te r  of the man-of-war* s men.
The most successfu l  boxers I have known in  ships were modest, upright* and 
good sp o r ts .  My f r ie n d ,  Joe F ishe r ,  now a c h ie f  bosun*s mate* long h e ld  the 
All-Navy l igh tw eigh t championship, In h i s  f ig h t in g  days Joe would chase h is  
hand lers  from the d ress ing  room ju s t  b e fo re  he entered the r in g .

"When he was a lone, he dropped to h is  knees and prayed. I t  i n te r e s te d  me to 
know what so r t  of a p e t i t i o n  Joe made when he prayed, and I asked him to  t e l l  
me one n igh t a f t e r  he had whipped the  champion of the west co as t ,  Joe re ­
p lied* * I p ray  th a t  I  won't h u r t  the o th e r  fe llow , and th a t  I may win the  
bout f a i r  and s q u a re , '"

L e t te r  From A Leatherneck.
" . . .w e  had a chap la in  from New York on our boa t.  , Re was a g re a t  f r i e n d  of 
F a th e r  Dan Gleason, C .S.C., so we h i t  i t  o f f  100/:. Each morning we were able 
to  a t ten d  Mass and rece ive  Roly Communion, I have been w ith my u n i t  f o r  th ree  
months, but never Icnew th e re  were so many C atho lics  in  the  gang. C hris t  
c e r t a in ly  drew out the  crowd during those  16 days, 'Jhen we landed (somewhere)

, P cur chap la in ,  and what an empty, lonesome fe e l in g  came over th e  boys.
I t  s tough l iv in g  months without a p r i e s t ,  e sp e c ia l ly  fo r  Confession,"

PRAYERS; (deceased) grandmother of Jim McClurkin, (Cav); mother of Ernest Zimmer (S o r) .


