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Late M onday night, M arch 29th, in  Saint Joseph's Hospital, 
South Bend, Edw in Ralph M atthews g av e  back  his soul 
to God.

Eddie Matthews w as a  freshman in Architecture on the 
campus his home w as Zahm Hall he cam e to us from a  
great Catholic family of South Orange, New Jersey Eddie 
w as the first member of Notre Dame's Naval Reserve Offi­
cers' Training Corps to die. He w as buried in his ROTC 
uniform, as he would have liked it On Thursday, April 1, 
the entire corps assisted at High Mass, sung for the repose 
of his soul by Father O'Donnell, President of the University.

Eddie Matthews w as sick less th :n a  w^ek A terrible 
blood-stream infection ran through h * sy . like fire, and  
destroyed his poor body, for all :* a a il-  vc ility, in six 
fevered days. But there was no m'e"Uon :r his uncon­
querable Christian soul.

T h e  s t r i k i n g  t h i n g  a b o u t  E d d i e  M a t t h e w s '  c h  ' * s  ' w  is  
h i s  t o t a l  ( ' a f W f u f i n  F r o m  t h e  d a y  of h i s  hr  /  U , ' ' a n  
i r  Ion ,  s o m e  t w e l v e  y e a r s  a g o ,  . .mil i w - e k  ; * n -  

i he d id  not miss a single Su tuh t. 11 o h ' (MmmiimNn. H e  
i d  h a r d l y  a  d a y  d u r i n g  h i s  % s h  -,rf " ay  r  TP a n  , 
f '  T h e  g r e a t  a c t i o n  of  h i s  l ife w a s  s k i v i n g  M a s s '  sin», '-  

th ' -  b ' l a i n n i n a  of t h -  s c h o o l  y ' - n  ; - "  :i - " c  i t h -  . ix
t - c l o c k  M a s s  i n  Z a h n  H a l l ' s  ' ' h a r  . « : :u  ' h -  R a s , - i ^ - n f  
C l i a p -1 of L a c r c d  H e a i t  C h  r - ' n  N -  -- e ' ^ l a c k
M a s s  t h e  d a y  b r i e f  a g o n y  b "  ta r .  n r  h  in t h e
' R e l i g i o u s  B u l l e t i n , "  B i s h o p  O ' H a i a  "  n : a  d i a i n n .
w n , t e :  " A t  t h e  h o u r  of  d e a t h  r u :  ' xi  v;i l l
i e  t h e  M a s s e s  w e  h a v e  he ,  r  i a n  . *%' 11 u n i o n s

eceived." If that is true —- and surely it must be
Iddie M atthew s died consoled.

then

People say  that delirium brings out the subconscious, the 
real, the hidden self. Eddie Matthews w as delirious for 
three heartrending days before he becam e quiet. In his 
ravings he recited the Hail Mary literally hundreds of times, 
and made acts of contrition; he said the server's prayers at 
Mass over and over again, until it broke your heart to 
Lrten. During all that time not one dirty word passed his 
iirs Eddie Matthews' subconscious, hidden life was a  
life of prayer.

e w as fern ery , alive, full of discussion and argu­
ment You lev . i  him while you argued with him. Zahm 
Kill misses hi:" intensely, and Notre Dame will not forget 
h.m. The agony of separation is for his family almost un-
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