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From A Mon-Catholic A v ia to r .

The fo l lo v in g  l in e s  a re  taken from l e t t e r s  w r i t t e n  to  a Holy Cross p r i e s t  by a young
man, a non C atholic , who spent one year a t  Portland  U n iv e rs i ty ,  conducted by the
Holy Cross p r i e s t s ,  and one year a t  Notre Dame.

Af t e r  h is  t r a in in g  pe riod  as a Navy p i l o t :
"Sometimes the f ly in g  got tough and I  l o s t  a f r ie n d .  But the  world
has a s ickness ,  and i t  i s  worth w hile  th a t  I  give my l i f e  to  cure
t h a t  s ic k n e ss ."

A fte r  f ly in g  in  New Caledonia :
"E'-ents move f a s t  in  t h i s  young f l i e r ' s  l i f e ,  and s ince  I  have been
out here f ig h t in g ,  even ts  move w ith  even f a r  g re a te r  r a p id i t y  and
w ith  b e l l ig e r e n t  d ead liness .  . . .  ^
The McArthurian saying: "There a re  no a t h e i s t s  i n  fox h o les"  i s
profoundly t r u e .  A th e is ts  ere n o n -e x is te n t  out h e re ,  bu t f a t a l i s t s  
a re  to  an amazing degree . Happily I  can say , I  am n e i th e r  the 
former nor the  l a t t e r .

"As I  see i t ,  i f  I  do my utmost f o r  God, country and s e l f ,  I  w i l l  
be rewarded in  the end. I  fe a r  no Japanese , no a i rp la n e  crack up, 
or death  I t s e l f .  I  t r u s t  th a t  the  Almighty God i s  w i th  me, guiding
me through "the Valley of the Shadow of Death." And as long as I
do my utmost to ,  fo r  and by Our Lord, Our Lord w i l l  he lp  me in  
His name's sake . . ,

"The boys down here are f ig h te r s  and e x c e l le n t  p i l o t s ,  and they 
a l l  have th a t  C h r is t ia n  s o f tn e s s ,  thank God."

What a g re a t  soul t h i s  young man would be i f  he were a Catholic  and had the whole 
of God's t r u th !  Are you as Catholic  as he i s  in  your convic tions?

From The Father of A Senior
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"We cannot Imagine any Notre Dame fam ily or any o ther C atho lic  family 
th a t  would not be happy to  jo in  in  t h i s  week of p ray er ,  e s p e c ia l ly  
during  these tu rb u le n t  t im es. Then, too , the f in e  example s e t  
throughout Holy Week w i l l  undoubtedly remain w ith  many people who 
had in  the p a s t  neg lec ted  th e i r  r e l i g io n  and i t  may be the means of 
b r in g in g  many s t r a y  sheep back in to  the f o ld .  I t  i s  always customary 
in  our household to  a t te n d  d a i ly  Mass and Communion during  Lent and 
I  am proud to  say th a t  Mra, . . . a t ten d s  Mass every day throughout the 
e n t i r e  year, each and every year and almost every day rece iv es  Holy 
Communion. I  am not q u i te  so fo r tu n a te  s ince  my work does not 
perm it me to  be a t  Mass every day, bu t when I  have the opportun ity  I
d o n ' t  s i t  around w a i t in g  fo r  Sunday or a Holy Day to  a t ten d  Mass.
I  a t ten d  whenever I  can.

”We l o s t  a f in e  young son on Good Friday morning, A pril  11, 19^1, and 
had i t  not been fo r  our r e l ig io n  I  d o n ' t  know Ju s t  what we would have 
done. He had hoped to  d ie  on Good F riday , j u s t  l ik e  C hris t  d id ,  as he 
s a id ,  and God granted h i s  req u es t .  God gave him the b le s s in g  of a 
hanpy and most b e a u t i fu l  death and although we miss him so re ly  we 
never question  God's wisdom."

God grant us more f a th e r s  and fam il ie s  w ith  th i s  t ru e  and s o l id  Catholic  s p i r i t !
Let no read e r  pass by the l a s t  paragraph w ithout saying a p rayer  fo r  the young son.


