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Nudism

The r e c e n t  h o t  s p e l l s  g ive evidence of a tendency toward nudism on 
the campus. Unnecessary d i s p la y  of the human body i s  a v i o l a t i o n  of 
the  v i r t u e  o f  modesty; i t  i s  s i n f u l . The s tu d en t  who goes s h i r t l e s s ,  
or s h i r t l e s s  and t r o u a e r l e s s ,  i n  M s  h a l l  as he s tu d ie s  or as  he 
v i s i t s  M s ne ighbor i s  immodest.

The f a c t  t h a t  many o th e rs  do i t  i s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  s a n c t io n .

Nor does the  h e a t  make i t  n e c e s s a ry .  A l i g h t  s h i r t  and l i g h t  t ro u s e r s  
w i l l  n o t  cause  so much inconvenience th a t  s tudy become im p o ss ib le .
Some s a c r i f i c e  must be made in  the  p r a c t i c e  o f  every  v i r t u e .  Our Lord 
asks you to  mice t h i s  s a c r i f i c e  f o r  Him. I f  you a re  immodest i n  d r e s s ,  
you o ffen d  C h r i s t .

The d i s p la y  o f  the body can be more th an  immodesty. Vanity can be 
m otivating, i t .  I f  you have a p e r f e c t  f i g u r e ,  th e re  i s  no need  of 
p roud ly  manifesting' t h a t  g i f t  o f  God to  the  p u b l i c .  Use your body f o r  
good.

Of c o u rse ,  th e r e  w i l l  be s tu d e n ts  who w i l l  say the  BULLETIN i s  a l l  wrong, 
gone p ru d is h .  The BULLETIN knows t h a t  argument w i l l  no t convince those 
i n  d isag ree m en t .  They have t h e i r  own id e a s  about m odesty . To them we 
say o n ly  t h i s :  you a re  lo s in g  your sense o f  modesty.

Pope P iu s  X II has something to  say about modesty. Those who w i l l  accep t  
a u th o r i t y  w i l l  g a in  from re a d in g  i t .  These words were a d d re s se d  by the  
Holy F a th e r  t o  C h r i s t i a n  mothers i n  1941,

"You have to  p rep a re  your sons and daugh te rs  so t h a t  
th ey  nay p a ss  w ith  u n f a l t e r i n g  s t e p ,  l i k e  th o se  who 
p ic k  t h e i r  way among s e rp e n ts ,  through t h a t  time of 
c r i s i s  and p h y s ic a l  change; and p a ss  th rough  i t  
w ithou t l o s in g  any th ing  of joy o f  in n o cen ce , p r e ­
se rv in g  i n t a c t  t h a t  n a tu r a l  i n s t i n c t  o f  modesty 
with which Providence has g i r t  them, as a check upon
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wayward p a s s io n .


