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A Discussion About Purity.
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I f  a young man wants to  be pure,, he can be p u re , To say otherwise, is  to  ca l l  in to
doubt the su ff ic iency  of God's  g race.

Chastity begins to take root and to grow in the soul only when the so il i s  prepared 
by a s incere desire  to p rac tice  the angelic v i r tu e .  The e f fo r ts  of a young man are 
doomed to  f a i lu r e  i f  he prays l ike  S t .  Augustine prayed before he desired to serve 
God with h is  whole h ea r t :  "Give me ch as t i ty ,  but not yet". The words of Our
Blessed Lord are p e r t in en t  to  th is  problem: "Where thy treasure i s ,  there i s  thy
heart a lso " .  R eflection  on the words of S t. Augustine w il l  convince one of the 
importance of a complete love of p u r i ty  as a fundamental requirement for the 
p rac tice  of th i s  v i r tu e .

(Only wholehearted desire  for purity bears f r u i t ) "In the f ir s t  dawning of my 
youth, I  had begged of Thee ch as t i ty ,  but by halves, miserable wretch th a t  I  am; 
and I  sa id , ’Give me ch as t i ty ,  but not yet, {fo r  I  was afra id  le s t  Thou should a t  
hear me too soon and heal me of the disease which I  wished ra the r  to  have s a t is f ie d  
than ex tingu ished .M

(A bad w i l l  leads to  habits of impurity .)  "Prom a perverse w i l l  was created wicked 
desire  or l u s t ,  and serving th is  lu s t  produced custom, and custom not re s is ted  p ro ­
duced a kind of necessity , with which, as with links fastened one to  another, I  was 
kept close shackled in th is  cruel slavery. I had no excuse as I  pretended formerly, 
when I  delayed to  serve Thee, because I  had not certainly discovered Thy tru th ,  How 
I  knew I t ,  yet I  s t i l l  f e t t e r e d , . . .  I  had nothing, I  say, a t  a l l  to reply, 
being now convinced of Thy f a i t h ,  except lazy and drowsy words, fPresently, by and 
by, l e t  me alone a l i t t l e  while longer1."

S igns of S in ce re ty ,
( l .  Avoidance of the Occasion of Sin)

I f  a man does not want to  be b u rn t , he keeps h is  hand a t  a distance from the f i r e .
He who is  sold on the idea of serving God by keeping pure avoids circumstances th a t  
would en tice  him into sin , The sincere servant of God places a careful guard over 
h is  eyea, he controls his drinking tendencies, he seeks the society  of companions 
known to be wholesome, he puts to f l ig h t  Images that tempt him and he substitutes for 
them others of a pure n a tu re ,

You can t e l l  a sincere man by the company he keeps, Look a t  the magazines he reads, 
the pictures he places on his walls to adorn h is room and to l i f t  h is thoughts to  
higher things, the stor ies he reads and re la te s , the g ir ls  he prefers. He takes to  
heart the exhortation of Our Blessed Lord: "If the eye scandalize thee, cut i t  out".

Tomorrow: What Catholic College men say about Holy Communion and Purity.

Start The Hovena For Purity.

I f  you start the Hovena Tuesday, i t  w i l l  end on the feast of the Immaculate 
Conception, December 8, The exercises of the Hovena are three: Mass, Holy
Communion and a V is it  to the Grotto for nine consecutive days. Saint and sinner
make th is  Hovena for the sake of uprooting old hab its  and to store up reserve 
strength for future b a ttle s ,
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