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They Think The Maaa Im portan t.

There la  a spot on the European b a t t l e f r o n t  th a t  the American b o #  who were th e re  
w on 't fo rg e t .  The Germans were only a few hundred yards away from the  A llie s  .
At dawn the American a t ta c k  was to  beg in . The Catholics in  the o u t f i t  were no t 
anxious about The w eather, nor the treacherous t e r r a in  ahead, nor t h e i r  supply of 
ammunition. They wanted Mass.

That was e a s ie r  said  than done. I t  was a c le a r  n ig h t ,  th e  moon was so b r ig h t th a t  i f  
a p r i e s t  stood in  white vestm ents, the  Germans could see him a m ile  away. Yet more 
Imprudent would be the ga thering  of the s o ld ie r s  fo r  Mass. They would make a compact 
t a r g s t .  A s in g le  s h e l l  would b rin g  th e i r  c e r ta in  doom.

An in s p i r a t io n  s tuck  someone, and found accep tance . Then began th e  digging fo r  one of 
the  s tra n g e s t  san c tu a r ie s  of h i s to ry .  The boys dug a ho le  s ix  f e e t  long, four deep, 
and four wide. They spread a b lanket on the  bottom, and th e re  th e  chap la in  s e t  up 
h i s  a l t a r . The congregation could see the p r i e s t  as he went through the Mass, fo r  h is  
shou lders , covered w ith  the w hite vestments p ro jec ted  s l i g h t l y  above th e  p i t .  0 - r a t io n  
cans took on a new d ig n ity  th a t  n ig h t ,  They covered the  can d les , and were th o u g h tfu lly  
s l i t  so th a t  the  candles glimmered "only toward t te  congregation , and no t in  the 
d ire c t io n  of the near-by  Germans»

Camouflaged V estm ents,

The Church th in k s  the Mass i s  an im portant element in  the l i f e  of the  m i l i ta ry  man.
She considers  i t  proper th a t  he have access to  the  Mass even when in  danger zones. 
Recently  the Church very w il l in g ly  re laxed  Her law regard ing  l i t u r g i c a l  co lo rs  fo r 
the  b e n e f it  of men a t  the f r o n t .  Chaplains may now use camouflaged vestments and 
a l t a r  c lo th s  whenever white and the l i t u r g i c a l  co lo rs  would c o n s t i tu te  a danger in  
a combat zone. The p r iv i le g e  was granted fo r  the  d u ra tion  of the w ar,

Im portant To You?

That (a beat answered by the number of weekday Mas ses you a t t e n d , The per son who 
a s 8l e t s  a t  Mas8 f re g u en tly  la  big-mlnded and b ig -h e a r te d , Through Maes he pr& 186a 
and thanks h i s  Heavenly Father in  a manner th a t  p lea  ere a God I n f i n i t e l y ». *1)116 Mas s 
1 ei the a c t  by which one prays w ith  O h r la t» There 1 a no more powerful p ra y e r , On 
t h i  Ei cocas ion one be comes magnanimous and gener oils. The Maes prompts thoae in  
a ttendance to  th in k  of the (3 ick, the dying, the Poor Sonia , th e  needy, n inner a and 
a t  the same time h rings God' a 2111 -powerful and m erc ifu l hand to  a 8s i s t  them.,  We can 
p ray  in  our r  oome, a a we v ork, even a s we p la y , These p e t l t l  ons a re  good and e ffe  ct~
ive  * Yet they  do not hav^ the p owe? of the Ma 8 8 » The p rayer most p lea  sing t  o our
Father in  Seavan ia  t h a t  of Chr i s t  III.8 8 on + Ma s a 1 s the  p rayer o f Chrl a t . When we 
a re  pregent a t  the holy  8a c r i f  1 oe C hria t takes our p rayer and b lend 8 i t  w ith E ls , 
tb  us ei How ing  us to  pray w ith 311 si own t r  amend ous power, I f  you a re  anx 1 ous about 
any th ing , you wl 11 lbe 8men a t  Mama.

Now 117 Gold S ta r 8 .
<*• I iw v . w y  11 " I'M ,II* *

Don C urrie , e x . '  till, p a ra tro o p e r , S ta ten  la  lan d , NY., k i l l e d  in  I t a  l y ,
P v t . Loul 8 IT, Curran, o x , ' It k, Doroheo t e r , Ma a s , k i l le d  in  I t a l y  F eb » 2), Igkk .
Oapt, Geo. 33, Dempsey, '59, 08kosh, Wls, ,  k i l l s d  north  of Borne June 2 8 .

PBAYgRB; (deceased)b ro ther of P ro f . Danlo1 P ed tke ; mother of L ieu t * Bob S tre b , '52
D r. John *1) / Burns /  ' 1 ) ,  fa th e r  of Bobort Burns, former s tu d e n t ; IE, 33. Donohue, ' 1 8 ; 
f a th e r  of Angus G i l l  on, * kO; nephew of F a ther l a  o B# Ward, G + 8 * 0 * ( i l l ) 8 l a t e r  of 
F a the r John Byan, C, 8 , C,; S i s t e r  B l ta ,  G, 8 , 0 , ;  Joe Degnan, *)k; Bobert Dunn(Niles).


