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Bad Thoughts.,

Three weeks ago, & truck loaded with 1,500 sticks of dynamite was travellilng at
normal speed along a highway in Californla when the driver detected the odor of
somethlng burning. A few hurried looks reveosled to him that the englne of the truck
wag on fire. The driver kept his head. He d41d not abandon the vechicle and allow 1t
to explode on the highway. TInstesad he drove 1t deep In%to an adjolning potato ficld.
Parking 1t there, he leaped out and ran hack to the road to warn oncoming motorists,
In a few ninwtes the truck blew up with & tremendous blast. No one was killed or
Injured, thanks to the herolsm and qulck-thinking of the driver.

A 8tick of high explosive 18 not an article to be avoided under all condltions. Many
tcns of dynamite are put to good use cvery day 1n breaking the way for necesgary
roads and bridges, in making war smminitlon for demolishing enemy obJjectlves,

"It's good," we say, vet we hurry to add, "but it's pretty dangerous stuff,"

50 with bad thoughts; they are dynamite. They are not bad, that is, ginful in them-
gelves, othsrwise no theological works on the subject of purity could be printed for
prieats, nor could professional mon llke doctors and lawyers handle cases involving
problems of sex and married 11fe, nor could pamphlets be printed on the sublect of
purity Ior young people, for every discugsion or treatise on this matter is bound to
create ssxuzl images. But like the dynemite, bad thouzhts are pretty dangerous gtuff.
They have enticed mors than one man into Impurity, and have blessted others into hell.

Inevitable.,

Good souls are sometimes driven mad by impure Iimages. They need a thorough under-
standing of themselves and the coungel of theologlans and the salnte. Some persons
have the wild idez that purity of thought implies freedom from all impure images. They
conslder themselves to have sinned if they discover an immodest phantasm in thsiw
imagination. They are attempting the imposeible. £ 1life exempt from impure images is
a mlracle of grace, which no one hag a right to expect. Two saints are known %o have
rocelved this gift of freedom from desires of the flesh, 5t., Thomas Aquinas and St.
Lloygiusg of Gonzaga, but only after they had won notable victories over thelr lowar
nature,

Temptations towards impurlty in thought will follow men to the grave. Men are animals
and their animal senses will always crave gatisfaction in senge pleasure. Moreover,
the Devil 1s very frequently the source of evi] thoughts. He can shoot attractivs
pletures into the imaginatlion and reshow Images the mind once saw in the past,
Temptations which come suddenly and are vielous ars usnally the work »f Satan. Peace
of heart 1s based on the truth that thers 18 nothing abnormal in being tempted and that
the presence of an impure image iz not a sign of sin.

When Sinful,

Two conditicns must be nrsgent befare mne can gin by Impurity 1in thouzht, namely
recognition of an imag A9 lmpure and awarencss that 1t 1g dangerous, that is, it 1s
entleing one to approval of svil (wilful degiren, wilful reﬁ?f%ﬁ%&i%ﬁ,ﬁﬂgt Impurity,
wllful dolisht in Imaeininge that one 1s nerforming an +vil aert), Vhen the drirer of
the dynamite trusk recosmined danger afoot, he logt no time 1in Jetting out of that
perlloun anct, Sin besing when one does nothing to esenne the danuer of failing into
gin once the s 1a codmlzant of 1te plisht, Tmpure shories, auzgnstive ghowe,
pleturco and bounkg are dynamlte., Drive the truck Load of' them into the notatn pateh
and run for yonr 11fe, *
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