
(FOB THE CATHOLIC STUDENT AT NOTRE DAME)
Friday la  F ir a t  F rid ay. U n lveraity  o f Notre Dame Every Maaa attended lieIpa
Don * t  de lay  (3 onfe a a ion . Be l i g i  oua B u lls  t in  the d ea 6 and dyin g . Eow
Go tod ay . August 29, 1944  ̂ ch a r lta b le  are you?

The 8 a I te (3 Tongue,

If ou were J uat a babe, and (1 oubtlea a liar a haw l in g  one, when you f i r  a t  came in  conta c t  
wi th  s a l t , I t  happened ar ound e l  ghteen year 8 a go or more, I t  was the day your 
parent a hr ought you t  o the bapti ama % fon t t  o have you change d from at pa gan t  o a 
Chr 1 a t la n . The p r lea t put a pinch o f aaIt on your tongue, Thia la  one of the very  
f I r a t  ceremonies o f the baptismal r i t e ,

I t  * a true th at the Chur ch ha a aurr ounded the (3 a aent la  1 cer emony, name ly  the p our in g  
o f the water and the aaylng of the word a, "I bap ti z e th ee , in  the name o f  the F ather, 
and of the Son and of the holy Ghoa t ,"  w i t h  many "extra a ", l ik e  the aa I t  Ing of the  
t  ongue, and the anoint ing  of the or own of the head, the brea at and the shoulders  
between the shoulder blad e a , She ha a reas on for  dre a a ing up the ceremony. I t  take a 
about a ix  ae conda for a p r le  at to  perform the e aaentia  1 r i t e . I f  a 11 were over in  
th a t ahort apace, one might leave th e ceremony unlmpreased and lack in g  in  appre- 
c l a t l  on for the 8a cr ament. 8 o Mother Chur ch ca l l a  upon the aymb ollam  and prayer t  o
expreaa to  the eye find ear , and through them to  the mind and h ea rt, the wonderful 
e f f e c t s  o f Baptism.

S a lt  T e lia  A S tory .

There la  symbolism in  s a l t .  I t  la  a presera t lv e  from corruption , lit g lvea  ta a tln e sa  
to  food that la  otherw ise in s ip id , I t  stands fo r  w isdom, [[lie ceremony t e l la  a l l  
pre sent .th is  tru th : the t  ongue of th e  new Ohrl a t la n  should a Iwaya a peak w ith  re 11 ah 
o f D ivine Wiadom, and should never be ta in ted  by corruption , now th at i t  la  under the  
p r e se r v a tiv e ,

Bapt lam and a gather ing o f young men for a "a ea s i  on" ae em t  o be ml lea  a p a r t . Far
from i t . The t  ongue i s  uaed on the a e occa a Iona, And i t  should b e a C hrist lan
tongue. No c orr uptlon should flow f r  om i t . The impure atory , a 11 b oa alb in g  about
drunkenness, o f escapade a, o f "c ongue at a " la  corrupt! on. I t  la  not D iv ine Wisdom.
Baptism was not mere p layactin g . I t  was not a imply a pep ta lk  to  the ton gu e. "Now 
l)e good ." Baptism a c tu a lly  gave the grace o f  p u r ity  o f speech. The impure sto ry  i s  a 
revocation  of one 'a baptism . It* a a return to  paganism.

The (3exy Tongue,

Maybe you are guilty,m aybe n o t. But l i s t e n . What happens when you gather w lth  the  
b oys in  a s tu d e n t' a r oom or in  a tavern? God made s e x . The t  ongue th a t  t e l  la  the 
au ggestive  a to ry ,th a t makes fun of womanhood, thata c a sts  r e f le c t io n s  on motherhood, 
la  making 1 ig h t of God * a crea tl on, and Hi a d iv in e  p la n , Tha t  * a bad bus ine a a . Very 
bad. I t  * a not the w ork o f an in te  l l i g e n t  man, th  la J oklng ab out God * s hand iw ork.
I t  * a s in fu l ,  a a lap a t God * s fa c e , I t ' a he Ip in g  the devl 1 w i t h  hla w or k or tempt in g  
other a , A b out such a tempter Chr i s  t  sa id i t  were bet te^ tha t  a at one b e hung ab out 
h i a ne ck and dr oppe d in t  o the I) ot tom of the a e a . Gtr ong w or d a fr  om th e  k ind, 1 ov Ing
Chr i  a t ! He io.ua t  hate the a exy tongue.

Give Him A Hand.

S t , Paul haa a warning for those who 1 is  ten  fin on aa a inner tie 11 the a t  ory of hla  
we ekend of drunkenne an and congue at s ,  and then pra 1 a e him f  or h i a v i  c t  or i  e a : "A nd 

not only do they  do tha a e thing (shame fu l  lu a t s ) but they ape laud other s d olng them."  
(And here ia  the condemnation of app lauders) *Whereforo, thou a r t  lap xou sab le , 0
man, wh owvor thou a rt who j udges t , , ,  For thou who J ud ge s doe s the same th in g  thyme I f .
But d oe s thou th in k , 0 man who Judge at those who d o such th in gs and d os t  the same 
thy so I f ,  that thou if l i t  css cape the j  ud gment o f (loci ? "«, Thou (1 os t  tree  s ur e up wrath 
on the day of w rath, ,  * " Be 11 le  pave d wi th  good In ten t ions and w 1 th s exy tongue a .


