(FOR THE CATHOLIC STUDENT AT NOTRE DAME)

Friday 1g First Friday. Unlverslty of Notre Dame Every Mass attended helps
Don't delay confesalon, Rellglous Bulletin the deed and dying. How
Go today. Auguet 29, 194k charitable are you?
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Tho Balted Tonoue.

You were Just & babe, and doubtlessly & bawling one, when you first came in contact
with salt, It happened around elghteen years ago or more, It was the day your
parents brought you to the baptisma® font to have you changed from a pagan to a
Chriatian, The priest put a plnch of salt on your tongue. This 1s one of the very
firet ceremonlies of the bapilesmal rite,

Tt's true that the Church has surrounded the essentlal ceremony, namely the pouring
of the water and the saylng of the wordse, "I baptlze thee, in the name of the Father,
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost," with many "extresg', like the saltling of the
tongue, and the anolnting of the crown of the head, the breast and the shoulders
between the shoulder blades. She has reagon for dressing up the ceremony. It takes
about gix seconds for a prlest to perform the essential rite. If all were over in
that short space, one might leave the ceremony unlmpressed and lacking 1n appre-
clatlion for the Sacrament. ©So Mother Church calls upon the symbolism and prayer to
expregs to the eye and ear, and through them to the mind and heart, the wonderful
effects of Baptlam.

calt Telle A Story.

There le symbollem in selt. It is & preseratlve from corruptlon., It glves tastlness

to food that 1s otherwise insgipid, It stends for wigdom, The ceremony tells all
pregent this truth: the tongue of the new Christlan should always speak with relish

of Divine Wisdom, and should never be talnted by corruption, now that 1t 1g under the
pregervatlve.

Baptlism and a gathering of young men for a "sesglon' meem to be miles apart. Far
from it. The tongue 1s used on these occasionsg, And 1t should be & Christian
tongue., No corruption should flow from it. The impure story, all boasting about
drunkennesgs,of escapades, of "conguests™ ie corruvtion. It 18 not Divine Wilsdnom.
Baptiem was not mere playacting. It waes not slumply a pep talk to the tongue. "Now

be good." Baptlem actually gave the grace of purity of speech. The impure story is a
revocatlion of one's baptlsm., It's & return to paganism.

The Sexy Tongue.

Maybe you are gullty,maybe not., But listen. What happens when you gather with the
boys in a student's room or in a tavern? Gnd made sex. The tonzue that tells the
suggestive story,thet makes fun of womanhood, thats casts reflections on motherhood,
e maxing light of God's creatlon, and His dlvine plan. That's bad business. Very
bad. TIt's not the work of an intelligent man, thie Joking about God's handiwork.
It's elnful, a alap at God's face. It's helplng the devil with his work or tempting
others. /Sbout such a tempter Chrilst said 1% were better that a stone be hung about
hle neck and dropped into the bottom of *the sea., Strong words from the kind, loving
Christ! He must hate the sexy tongue.

Givqﬁﬂim.ﬁ Hand.

Jt.Paul has a warning for thoss who lleten In on a sinner tell the story of his

weekend of drunkennesns and conquests, and then pralse him for his victoriss: "And
not only do they do these thing (shmefnl luets) but they apnlaud nthers dolng them."
(And here ie the condemnation of applauisrs) "Wherefora,thou art iaex-usible, O
man, whouver thou art who Judgest...For thou who Judees does the same thing thyself,
But doea thou think, C man who Judaest those who do such thines and dost the same
thyself, that thon wilt escape the Judrment of God?"..Thou dost treasure up wrath
on the day of wrath...” Hell 1s paved with good intentions and with sexy tongues.




