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His G ood  Works Will Follow Him

As ea r ly  as  five o ’clock, d u r in g  the d a rk  m orn ings  of the  w in te r  months, the  light on th e  back perch of
C orby  Hall  would be aglow, and  a  pries t  could be seen pacing slowly back and fo r th .  This was o f ten  the m an n er
in  which F a t h e r  L eonard  C arr ico  began his  busy  day. The  cold m ade li tt le  difference to him. H e  seemed to love

it, fo r  011 b i t t e r  m orn ings  he would ta k e  his f a m i l ia r  place bundled  in overcoat,
his old f u r  headpiece and  mittens.  The half-hour  before com m unity  meditation 
a n d  th e  offering of his Mass were m om ents  of p raye r .  This was his  favor i te  spot 
fo r  p ra y in g  p a r t  of his Divine Office. T h e  Office could have been said in the 
w a rm  chapel, only a few steps f ro m  his room, bu t  he b rough t  w ith  h im  from his 
native state of Kentucky a love for the outdoors, and he felt drawn to praise 
God there .  T he  B rev ia ry  seemed a lw a y s  to be in  F a th e r  Carrico's hand  as he 
journeyed from one building on the campus to another. One m ig h t have got 
the impression that he was always behind, alw ays wedging in a few  psalms. It 
would be more true to say he was m aking the best of his time, p ray ing  between 
duties,  supernaturalizing the  work of th e  day. Once you knew him, you soon dis­
covered his intense devotion to duty.

Father Carrico spent fourteen years as Director of Studies of the U ni­
versity. Sometime ago he told a friend, "I want to work as long as I am able." 
T h ough  in poor hea lth  for the  pas t  two years, his condition became critical only 
a few days before his death on Tuesday evening, November 21, in th e  Student '
In f irm ary .  H e  died in th e  harness, the  way he w anted  it.

In the rush of duty, Father C a n ico  did not lose sight of the world around 
him. In his quiet w ay he helped the poor. A "lifer" in a Kansas penitentiary  

w as  often the objec t  of his solicitation an d  his correspondence. Litt le  children knew him, a n d  th e i r  let ters  
had to be answered as well as those containing w eighty University business. He could go from detail.- of aca-
demic im p or tan ce  to a discussion of the th ings t h a t  interest children, like th e  fam ily  d  a or cat.  H is  associates 
on the campus f re q u en t ly  found a note of jest from him in th e i r  m orn ing  mail. A \ u i t  f ro m  detail to
detail ,  he was liable a- not to preface his business with a recently heard  Dory that  I k  u i  h u m o r in g  him.
Everything about his eharity rang true. N oth ing was false, nothing posed.

A m atch  fo r  F a th e r  C a r r ic o ’s charity was his honesty. He detested fraud in any form, and he was scru­
pulously just in h is  dealings with  others. He could have played favorite-. But in making decision- a fleet - 
in g  students he thought both of academic standard- and the best intere-ts of the Dudent. Where justice 
dem anded  correction or rep r im and  In- administered it. I f  students found him unrelent?? u about regulations, it, 
w as only because he , as a man o f principle, judging every case on its own merits.

Father Carrico started hi< care* r at Notre Dame in DOS as a member of tie npmrtment of English. 
Fellow priests call him "A great teacher." Students knew of his geniu- in the cla «om, for many made 
efforts to he rcgistcre * in his course, and a number of them took up "riting  as a ofession and achieved 
-uccess.

Rev. J. L. Carrico, C.S.C., Ph.D.

Father Carrico a not alone at the Judgment Seat of ( led. Wi t h him were all 
mercy and reward, fie "ble.sed are the dead who d h d i n  the Lord . . . let them re 
their works fo l lo w  tin m .” ( Mass for the I h ad)
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