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The church b e l l s  rang  Wednesday evening sh o r t ly  before  f iv e  o 'c lock  prompting many 
s tu d en ts  to  ask what was going on. Those b e l l s  ca lled  a l l  the Holy Cross p r i e s t s  and 
b ro th e rs  a t  Notre Dame to  the church. Four of t h e i r  fe llow  r e l i g i o u s , two p r i e s t s  
and two b ro th e rs ,  a l l  Notre Dame men, had ju s t  re tu rned  home from th ree  hard years 
of internment in  M anila. At f iv e  O 'clock the Holy Cross re l ig io u s  gathered around 
the a l t a r  a t  Solemn Benediction to  s ing  a hymn of thanksgiving to  C hris t  in  the 
Blessed Sacrament. Those b e l l s  rang  out a note of joy  for the r e l ig io u s  a t  Notre 
Dame and of p ra is e  to  God.

These r e l ig io u s  had s to r i e s  to  t e l l .  They spoke of the h o s p i t a l i ty  of L ie u t .  Jack 
F inneran , 'J J  who was a®ong th e i r  re sc u e rs ;  how a f t e r  a l l  were out of danger, L ieut. 
F inneran used h is  j u r i s d i c t i o n  as head of the supply department to  s e t  out sp e c ia l  
food, gathered the  Notre Dame men toge ther  there  were two c i v i l i a n  engineers  from 
I .D , among the in te rn e e s  — and had a Notre Dame Night a l l  t h e i r  own.

There were s to r i e s  about funny in c id e n ts .  The 2000 rescued Americans l in e d  up fo r  
t h e i r  f i r s t  American foed. They went through the l i n e ,  rece iv ing  q u o r te r - r a t io n e , 
l e s t  th ey  become i l l  fresm overea ting . The G-I a t  the food d isp o sa l  ta b le  reported  
th a t  8000 had checked fn fo r  th a t  one meal. He d i d n ' t  know the in te rn e es  hard ly  

stepped out of l i n e . They came back fo r  th i rd s  and fo u r th s .  There was a s to ry  of 
humor in  a very se rious  s i t u a t i o n .  Jape were looking fo r  American s o ld ie r s  near a 
house in  which the  S i s te r s  had taken s h e l te r  dutlng  the b a t t l e  in  the internm ent 
camp. Suddenly a Yank came upon the scene behind the Japs and w ithout t h e i r  knowledge 
of h ie  presence. The S i s te r s  spied the GI and he spied the S l a t e r s .  From h is  place 
of concealment he gave the S i s t e r s  a b ig  wink, as i f  to  say, "Take a look, good 
S i s t e r s ,  to  see how we put the s i t u a t io n  w ell  in hand, "and then blazed away w ith  
h is  Tommy gun.

Last Christmas was a day of g rea t  disappointment fo r  a l l  the in te rn e e s .  Everyone 
looked forward to  a Christmas package. They were c e r ta in  th a t  would be one day the 
m ail would be allowed to  come through. Nothing came. I t  was a t e r r i b l e  l e t  down*

The s t o r i e s  to ld  about scanty  food supp lies  make one le s s  concerned w ith  h is  own 
occasiona l discomfort because of war r a t i o n s . Two meals a day was the  l i m i t  in  the 
internm ent camp, and those consis ted  of a handful of r i c e .  For bulk in  t h e i r  d i e t ,  
tho in te rn e es  bo iled  and a te  t h e i r  homegrown g reens . S a l t  gave some r e l i s h  to  th i s  
s in g le  course, b u t  towards the end the s a l t  supply f a i l e d .  Extra handfuls of r ic e  
came by b r ib ing  the  guards . In  one case a new Hamilton watch brought only a cupful 
of r i c e .

One food never ran  out - -  the Bread of L ife ,  Mass was offered every day during  the 
whole period of in te rnm ent, The a l t a r  wine and breads were most p rec io u s .  Five 
p r i e s t s  made one b o t t l e  of Mass wine l a s t  fo r  n ea r ly  s ix  months. They used an eye­
dropper a t  Mass. Nm more than f i f t e e n  drops of wine were used in each Mass in order 
to  make the supply l a s t  as long as p o s s ib le .  A sm all host was used by the p r i e s t  a t  
Mass, while other small hosts  were broken in to  small p ieces fo r  the Communion of the 
f a i t h f u l .  The Bleeped Sacrament was reserved in a email chapel a t  a l l  t im es , Hope 
was kept a l iv e  in  oarpp by r e l ig io n ,  by the  F a i th ,  and th a t  only.

They 're  back home, and n i l  a t  Notre Dame are g lad . And i t ' s  not j u s t  a p iece  of luck
th a t  they  are he re ,  There were endless Bosariee sa id  to  Our lady of Lourdes (She's 
a t  tho N.D. G r o t to . ) And the re  a re  those Masses and Communions offered  every day.
The l;,*ernees did th e i r  p a r t  as God wanted them to ,  they  prayed, turned to  Him. And
God did His p a r t ;  He consoled them, helped thorn ca rry  th e i r  c rosses ,  and He brought
them home. A ll th in g s  tu rn  out w ell  fo r  those who use Mass, Communion and prayer 
to  Our Lady.


