Coming: Nightly hymns Unlversity of Notre Dame Mother's Day, May 13.
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Theyfre Back Home

The church bells rang Wednesday evenlng shortly before flve o'clock prompting meny
students to ask what was going on. Thosge bells called all the Holy Cross priests and
brothers at Notre Dame to the church. Four of thelr fellow religlous, two priests
and two brothers, all Notre Dame men, had Just returned home from three hard years

of internment in Manila. At filve O'clock the Holy Crogg religious gathered around
the altar at Solemn Benedlctlon to sing a hymn of thanksgiving to Christ in the
Blesged Sacrament. Those bells rang out a note of Jjoy for the religlous at Notre
Dame and of pralse to God.

Thege rellglous had storles to tell. They gpoke of the hospltality of Lieut. Jack
Finneran, '33 who was agong their rescuers; how after all were out of danger, ILieut.
Finneran used his Juriediction as head of the supply department to set out special
food, gathered the Notre Dame men together -- there were two civilian enginesrs from
N.D, emong the internees -- and had a Notre Dame Nlght all theilr cwn.

There were storles about funny incildents. The 2000 rescued Amerlcans lined up for
their first American foed. They went through ths line, recelving quarter-rations,
leat they become 11l fram oversating. The GI at the food disposal taeble reported
that 8000 had checked in for that one meal. He dildn't know the internees hardly
gtepped out of line. They came back for thirds and fourths, There was a story of
humor 1in a very serlous situation. Japs were looking for American goldiers near a
house in which the Sisters had taken shelter duting the battle in the internment
camp. Suddenly a Yank came upon the scene behind the Japs and without their knowledge
of his presence. The Slsters spled the GI and he spled the Sisters. From his place
of concealment he gave the Sisters a blg wink, as if to say, "Take a look, good
Slsters, to see how we put the situation well in hand, "and then blazed away with
hils Tommy gun.

Last Christmas was & day of great dlsappointment for all the internees. Everyone
looked forward to & Christmas package. They were certain that would be one day the
mall would be allowed tm come through. DNothing came. It wag a terrible let down,

The storiles told about gcanty food sunplies make one less concerned with his own
occasional discomfort because of war rations. Two meals a day was the 1imit in the
intercment camp, and those conslsted of a handful of rice. For bulk in their diet,
the Iinternees bollel and ate thelr homegrown greense. Salt gave soms relish to this
gingle course, but towards the end the salt supply falled, Extra handfuls of rice
came by bribing the guards. In one case a new Hamllton watch brought only a cupful
of rice.

One fecod never ran out -- the Bread of Life, Mass wag offered every day during the
whole perlod of intermment. The altar wine and breads were most preclous. Five
priestas made one bottle of Masg wine last for nearly elx months., They used an eye-
dropper at Mass. Ne more than fifteen dArops of wine were used in each Mass in order
to make the supply last as lonz as possible. A sgmall host was used by the priest at
Mapg, while other emall hosts were broken into small plecss for the Communion of the
falthful. The Blewped Sacrament wag regerved in a erall chapel at all times, Hope
vag kept allve in cawp ky religlion, by the Falth, and that only.

They're back home, and all at Notre Deme are glad, fAnd it's not Just a plece of luck
that they are hers, There wore endlees Rosaries sald to Our Iady of Lourdes (She's
at tho N.D. Grotto.) And thore arve those Masses and Communions offured every day.

The ii*ernses 414 thelr part anm God wanted them to, they prayed, turned to Him. And
God did His part; Ie copwoled them, helped thom carry thelr crosses, and He brought

them hema. All thinge turn out well for those who use Mass, Communion and prayer
to Our Lady.



